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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO WEDGE !

We've had much to celebrate during the year 2001 - Federalion Year - with
reunions, special meetings, Back te the 01d Town celebrations and the like-
and old friends have taken advantage of these occasions to gel together
once again and to reminisce over a cupper or two, or a jug or three.

Now all that is over, and we're well into 2002. So the question now 1s....
what can we celebrate now?

Well, there's now LNCOUNTER 2002....the Matthew Flinders - Nicholas Baudin
bit of history so important to South 0z...and it's on right now. There
are 4 tall ships, inter-nation rivalry, Britannia Rules Lhe Waves and all
thal. Bubt while the fiercest relebrations will be down in the Encounter
Bay region next month, we who can claim to still have a bit of Wedge soil
under our finger nails can celebrate a double century for our dear old

island home. So.....ENCOUNTER 2002 equals WEDGE 200.

Yes | OUnly a couple of weeks ago - on February 24th., Wedge turned 200. %
For on February 24th. 1802, Wedge was duly discovered and named by Matthew
Flinders as he made his way from west to east across our southern coast-line.

Matthew had much to think about at the time. He had just losl 8 good men
and true who had left INVESTIGAIOR to seek water. Among these was Mr.
Thistle, one of his right hand men. So Thistle lsland was named, and
Memory Cove, and Cape Calastrophe. No duubt Flinders then hurriedly named
Wedge Island because of its shape, and then quickly lefl the area which
held unhappy memories for him.

So 200 years and a bit later, we celebrate the Wedge Double Century...and
today we say HAPPY BIRTHDAY WLDGE!
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THE SIGNALS AND RADAR LUNCH. Once again, a big plug for the pre-Anzac Day
Signals & Radar Lunch to be held at the Marion Hotel on Thursday, April 18th.
at 12 Noon...Numbers appear to be down a little (naturally) from the 100

or more of a few years ago, so help keep the old flag flying, and enjoy

a meal at the same time,

Ron Coat is our man to see, or contact Ray Deane.

At the time of writing, the intention is still to have a National Radar
Reunion in South Australia in March, 2003. The Barossa Valley 1s the
Favoured gathering place for accommodation, dinners, trips etc., and doubtless
many of the famous S.A wineries will be visited. Warren Mann, who has
organised several reunions, will also be principal organiser for the S.A.
effort.

The recent Western Australian experience was to have about 90 attendees,
s0 probably about 100 at least would attend in S8.A. So there certainly
would be quite a few old mates to catch up with - particularly if you can
drop a line or two, or send a Xmas card or three this year to tee up old
friends.

Wouldn't it be a shocker to take 'em all out to Wedge!

Ed. Simmonds new book, Technicalities and Generalities, is now on the market
an CD/ROM, or in computéT form - but a printed version can be obtained

for the computer illiterate (like me). There are some unique illustrations,
and photos to amaze you.

And 1 understand 70 or 80 'new' photos and circuits will also be made
available via the same method in the fairly near future.

We send our Best Wishes to all old Wedge-ie-tarians....particularly those
on the sick list, And Greetings from all at the Reunion to President Doug.
We certainly miss your company. And we are truly pleased to see Maurice
Bottrill here with us again.

Did you see Winston's effort in the 'Tiser before Christmas? Where does
he get those big words? I can tell you...it sent me scurrying backwards
ana forwards looking for the Oxford Dictionary.

PS DESPITE the palindromic, next
year will be far from comic.

W.J. INGRAM.

Klemzig.

Finally, with the big Reunion next year, reorganising ours may be necessary.

We were so sorry to learn of the passing of Pat Bottrill during the year.
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"...AND 1 SHALL RETURN!™

lerowie is a prebtty quiet place Lhese days,
but buck 1n '43 and "44 Lhere was hardly
a busier town in S. Al s Iroop trains
coming and going, almost hourly, narrow
and broad gauge - servicemen everywhere,
for lerowle was then Lhe changeover pouint
for the norihern trains.

Back in '90, Winston Ingram told us

& good story about Doug advising the
mighty % star General MacArthur Lo fly

Lo the Alice and then proceed by train,which

he did. And at lerowie the Press caught up
with him on the station platform where
he quoted those words which are still well
known nearly 60 years later...."l came

out of Balaan - and [ shall ceturn!™
But 60 years later that station platform
15 NO more. IThe stalion itself has gone,

so too the railway staff and all signs

of railway activity.

But Terowie has ensured its '42 moment

of glary has beep permanently preserved

in bronze and granite. A magnificent

stone and plaque marks the historic

spot on a small seclivn of the stalion

platroem where Lens of Lhousands o

servicemen climbed aboard the Narrow Laouge

tu continue their trek Lo the north.

Undoubtedly this is a unique historic

spob deserving special recognition.
TN 0

P.S. Next Saturday, the 23rd., lerowie will hola

its big annual day, as close as possible to the day

MacArthur was in Lhe Lown. Uld vesidents, friends

and whoever feels inclineo Lu visit, all are

invited.
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THE PERTH REUNION.

{'ve heard from Keith Backshall and DeaniBagds - and both tell me that

the Perth show was indeed first class —a fine credit to the organising
committee. Unfortunately Keith, one of the principal oY ganisers, had to
retire hurt (due to a health nasty) but there's still plenty to report

on.

Deari tells me - Fvery function went smoothly and in an easy, relaxed manner.
The outings and dinners were all thoroughly enjoyable. Buses and Launches
arrived exactly on time, and we were treated to memorable visits to the
RAAFA Village and the Canals of Mandurah with their kilometres of mansions.
In Fremantle, the fish leapt out of the water to prove their absolute fresh-
ness for lunch before we crossed to Rottnest.

We saw the cultivation of the State emblem - the Kangaroo Paw, on the trip
to Yanchep; and we enjoyed the wonderful sight of the lights of Perth
looking across the watzrs of the Swan River from the heights of Kings Park.

The Committee men extended wonderful hospitality to their interstate visitors-
our aircraft were met and we were driven to our selected motels. Our
chauffeurs returned later to take us in comfort to register.

There were two dinners at the well known Bull Creeck RAAFA Club....Keith
was to be M.C. at both. Well, he managed both jobs 0.K., and the dinners
went off in fine style under his guidance and direction.

Keith has informed me that speaker Austin Asche kept the guests in fits
of laughter at the final dinner.

Among the high-lights of the displays was a 'working' receiver scope of
an LW/AW and this received much attention from the viewers.

Mark Bussanich who put it together received congratulations for his hard
work in gathering in the components from near and far and then putting
them together with an actual trace and blip.

So ends the story of the Perth get-together - ev idently a great success-
and we thank Keith and Dean for reporting to us.

(For some years, Perth has enjoyed the zeal of an active radar group who meet
reqularly at the RAAFA Clubrooms.)
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(Left) W1941 at Balhurst, and

e h Bel A sats Mission.
. 74 oy 2 ‘ f\(l elow) At Port Keats Mission

W1941 identified by the usual
plate on the frame, still
exhibits some of her original
dignity, even in a farmer's yard.

ANSON W1941 OF 6 COM. FLIGHT DESERVED A BETTER FATE.

Ihere would be very few of our oul-stations in NWA that did not receive a
supply run from one of Fenton's Ansons. Doc Fenton seemed able to instil one
maxim in the minds of his 6 Com. Flight pilots..."Land regardless!"- which
most times was done - and successfully - to deliver fresh supplies- mail-
pictures- and personnel to the most isolated stations.

Even 344 down on Montalivet eventually cleared enough ground of rocks and
stones for a small strip - and the first plane Lo land was one of Doe Fenton's
Aggies.

Anson W1941 was a veteran of the service and could be seen anywhere in  the
NWA. 1 photographed it at Port Keats, and 1 have a photo of the same plane
at Bathurst Island...A fine old plane doing a grand job.

1 have two more photos of W1941 in a farmer's yard,...part of it on the
rubbish heap, and parl stuck together as a push-around single seater for
Lhe farmer's kids to play around in. A sort ofdisposable go-cart.

W1941 certainly deserved a better fale.




35 RADAn . Shoon R
TS ALBANY ars .

35 RADAR, STONY RIDGE, ALBANY .

You just may recall back in October '95, a memorial plaque
honouring 32 Radar was unveiled with due ceremony at the old

camp site on Rottnest Island, W.A...... Keith Backshall sent
a fFew photos and the story which we happily wrote up in Moof W.
Well, the W.A. Radar Group has scored again - this time with a

plague down at the lonely, rocky site of 35 Radar al Stony
Ridge, on the ocean directly south of Albany where the huge
rock formations seem to bear a great resemblance to the granite
outcrops 1n Soulh Australia.

This time the Anzac Day honours were attended to by Lhe Lady
Mayor of Albany; and after the honours had been attended to
with due ceremony, all adjourned to the Albany airport where
plaque No. 2 was unveiled paying due honour to the HF/DF unit
stationed there during the war years.

$0 all who are interested enough to venture down south of

the very attractive town of Albany and to search around, the
plaque will be found fixed an granite, recalling the station
and men of 3% Radar, located there during the war.

Hopefully, Lthe photos kindly lent hy Allan Ferguson will convey
the essentials of the occasion. Allan spenl some time an

the Albany station and prepared a history of the place some
time ago.

A




£ RBAR

The principal action down

y *
Radar Veterdans Group " " Ak Sty adge: Bibany,

'cquc with' 1he Albany Branch or Ysst Aprit.

(per favour Allan
Ferguson. )

Allan's second photograph shows the ceremony at the Albany airport when

d

second plague was unveiled honouring the HF/DF boys of W.W.2.




RADAR SCHOOL, RICHMOND.

A spit 'n polish castle if ever there was one....with a forest ol radar
aerials sprouting ebove the securily fence. A march into school every
day....C.0.'s Parade every week....a parade every day. Guards on Lhe gate
with bayorets fixed. Salutes for all commissioned officers. Rookies in
their secand-month.ef Alr Force Life. wAtebrin yellow vebepans. Bole and
radar theory. Mess parades, sick parades, pay parades and of course, short
arm parades.

Most of all, 1 remember the rush for the gate on Friday alternvon, each
man brandishing a Leave Pass at the 5.P. Poor chap....you could wave a
wine label at him and he'd wave you through. lhen there was Lthe train
trip back on Sunday night with the varriage in darkness. You didn't need
much imagination to guess what was going on in the cark across Lhe corridor.
Remember those wide-open toilets? ALl in together boys? 1 explored and
found the Yanks further down the lines at least had a partition between
each - no door, but some measure of welcame privacy. So 1 joined the Yanks
for a session each day....and very nice chaps 1 found them Lo be. And
those red beret fellows opposite the school, marching as Lhough a herd

of elephants might stop them, but nothing less. Irue soldiers those fellows.
Can you imagine an 18 year old AC1 - 4 weeks in Lhe RAAF - stopping Lhemn
with a "Halt...who goes there?" if they'd marched up to the Radar School
galte?

My memories of the place are pretbty dim now of course, bul undoubledly the
week-ends in Sydney were the high spots - Lhe harbour particularly. Bul

1 do have vivid recollections of becoming a Mess-hand once Lhe course vas
over. There my principal duty seemed to be loading up the circular racks

of plales for a big dish washing machine - giving the racks a spin, Lhen
slamming the door shut. Not as good a job as the D.1.Y. method at out
radar stations though. That effort was about the only time 1 worked among
WAAAF's in my Air Force career - washing dishes in the Airmen's Mess al

Richmond. h




So we were ‘passed oul' as AC1 Radar Operators and left Richmond after
4 short weeks during which time we learnt the theory and the basics of

Lhe various gear we would operate - and how to salute an officer whether

he wanted Lo be saluted or not - and how to start a diesel.

How different at an actual station! A family of 20 or 30 - a few sergeants -
a young C.0.. No parades - a few household chores - but all working as

a team to keep the Doover on the hill operational. Inside the Doover,

the flicker of green on the CRT represented the sole purpose of the station.
Ihat green blip 100 miles out....friend aor foe? Friendly usually, but

we were never told.
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REMEMBER 44 RADAR WING?

Recently a story appeared in the Newslelter,
and a phobto appeared in "WINGS'- telling of
Lthe re-Torming of 44 Wing at Williamtown,

[he pholo shows Jack Fraser (one of our old

mab ) passing Lhe Wing emblem into the
safe-keepng of a young and obviously keen
yourip bod ol the re-formed Wing.

Ihe skelch shows Lhe old emblem of
1943-44 vintage which somehow was Laken
into unoffieial safe-keepng by our old
friend Jim  laherty when 44 Radar Wing
al Darwin was disbanded in August 1944
I think iL was.

44 Radar Wing had a somewhalb dubious

record for dispensing a high level of [t
diseipline and other such nonsenses; 4 i )
but despile thatk, TE looked after the N

NWA. radar stations far bebtbter bthan NWA
H/Q which had often just ceonveni-
ently forgobten them after sending them
out inty the wilderness.

As for Jim who somehow managed to save
the old emblem with its disrespectful
message. ... well, Jim was a true-blue

friend of all us old radar chaps, and
did his best to further our rights and
privileges right up to the day he was

posted to Lhat great Doover in the sky.

And just whalt does that old motto mean?
Well, my dear old Latin teacher used
to say...."Don't translate Latin literally-

always put it into English" ...so0 1
guess "Don't let the b=——s wear you
down" is as good as any translation.

I I



SECRETS FROM AN UNOFFICIAL HISTORY OF WEDGE..........

(By Stan Moss,- and ever so slightly ‘censored by M.E.F.)

7 Fri. 28/5/43. 1 arrived at Wedge at 9 p.m. and slept
i 2 . that night on Welfare's cutter 'FLORENCE.'
i Sun. 30th. Settled in now, and we receivea lectures
on the Vickers Machine Gun.
Mon. 31st. Today we had actual Vickers firing and
practice.
Tues. 1/6/43. Tommy Gun practice for the Weage
troops today, and there was also C.0."'s parade with
inspection of our quarters. (Is nothing private?)
Wed. 2nd. Grenade practice today....then a parade
because of our lack of discipline. Then came a
session of routine drill for us Wedge recalcitrants.
Thurs. 3rd. A morning parédde today followed by
rifle drill and target practice. Afterwards the C.O.
delivered a lecture on inefficiency in locating and
correcting equipment faults. The recreation for
the day was to erect a wireless mast.
wed. 9th. The C.0. left on Welfare's
life will be a bit easier....maybe?)
Thurs. 10th. Life still no better....making paths
is today's job.
Fri. 11th. Flares were seen towards ThisCl
Maybe. . .(just maybe the C.0. has been s
Sat. 12th. We enjoy a special tea with a euchre tournament ArGS.
Thurs. 17th. The CAPE YORK anchored off-shore in the late afternoon ana
left the next day. We spent the day laying phone cables between the camp
sections.
Sun. 20th. 7RSS 'off air' for most of the night becaus
Thurs. 24th. Another parade and an ARP lecture, plus
for the RDF staff.

Fri. 25th. M.V.MOONTA picked up about 10 p.m.
Sat. 26th. Much agenising,.,.
I had to entertain with
a song at a concert. (Bet

[ won't be asked again!)
Mon. 28th. Concrete floors
to be laid up at the Doover.
RDF Labourers?
Thurs. 1st. July. Football!
Fri. 2nd. A storm hits Wedge.
M.V.MINNIPA located and
plotted.

Sun. 4th. Two NCO's were
locked in 'B' motor house.
Thurs. 8th. 1 picked up
planes — Ansons - probably
from Mallala or Pirie.

Su. 11th. All confined to barracks as some miscreant has snalfled tihe

C.0.'s tobacco.

Mon. 12th. ‘T'rial of two men who were AWL - they were given Field Punishment.

boat. (Perhaps

» of high winds.
special parade




Tues. 13th. There were test flights by Ansons
wnile the equipment was checked.

fat. 17th. The JOHN ROBB arrived and our heavy
supplies were unloaded and brought ashore.
sun. 18th. A Special Tea.... then a sing-song
tollowed by a fish supper.

Wed. 21st.  Football...'The Rest' defeated
tie Vies.

Mon. 2nd. Aug. The new C.0., P/0. Henty arrived
at 7 RS Wedge.

Fri. 6th. Two turkeys shot and brought in.
Tues, 10th. Roast turkey and fish for tea.
Sun. 15th. Visiting Lancaster from England
lecated and plotted.

Fri. 20th. 1 caught 5 fish, and I picked up
1,V MOONTA at 30 miles. Not a bad range.
Tues. 24th. Happy Birthday to Me ! My 20th.
Sat. 28th. Lots of birthday parcels arrive.

Mon. 30th. Plotting the Lancaster again....this time at 86 miles.

Wed. st Sept. 1 left Wedge with Welfare for the Neptunes - we arrive

at 11 a.m., then on to Port Lincoln.

Thurs. 2nd. I score a makeshift bed in the MOONTA lounge.

Sun. l4th. November. Back again, and 6 left for Wedge Island - a record trip,
so Welfare says.

Sun. Z1st. Fishing all day from RAAF boat, and we lest the anchor, but

I caught a 20 lb. groper.

Mon. ZZ2nd. The C.O. inspects the Doover.

Tues. 23rd. I commence Air Crew studies.

Fri. 26th. Woodchopping, then we repair and improve the phone lines.

Sat. 27th. Ancother concert after our evening tea. This is a good idea.
Fri. 3rd. Dec. Picked up two planes heading towards Adelaide....and the
radar personnel were paraded in the C.0.'s office.

Sat. 4th. A euchre evening after tea,

Dec. 5th. Wellare arrived and the C.0.'s wife was on board. She stayed
overnight .

Mon. 6th. 'The turning gear 'on the blink.'

Thurs. 9th. |1 worked with George MIller repairing the W.T. gear.

Sun. 12th. The JOHN ROBB being unloaded, and our gear U/S for 8 hours.
Then the JOHN ROBB was loaded with wool bales

Mon. 3Z2rd. M.V.MOONTA and a minesweeper passed the island.

Wed. 25th. Temperature Inversion....phenomenal ranges.

‘(Hum many gends woutd endure a taip on Welfare's beat, a night of connubial
btess on a straw patliasse on a cyclone wire base, then a Tnip back on
that fishing boat again. She was a hardy fass.
1'6¢ bet she brought hen Gatligans with her next time.)

SOME_CHAPS ARE BEGGARS FOR PUNISHMENT !

344 RS on Montalivet rather enjoyed its reputation as the roughest, toughest
and loneliest station in the West - and Laurie Leckie endured 7 months

there from September '44. Nol content with that, in July 1988 Laurie returned
Lo the Island in the Sun where even Lthe local Aborigines refused to live, to
nostalgically sit on Lthe old Doover thunderbox once again. Yes - it was

still Lhere, and ready for instant use. )
Guess what! At the Perth Reunion, Laurie was on a reeruibing drive, mu_gﬁeringi
a erew to sail with him along the Kimberley coast Lo Montalivet again,

and promising chilled water rather than the hot drinking water from an
aviation fuel drum as in '44. !

We suggest you take the old thunderbox home with you Laurie, set it up in

Lhe back yard and you can sil and think then, whenever you wish.




[he station work bench was invariably the Mececa for Many More
Men than the Mere Mechanics....and of course the most importan
of the extraneous bench-tap types were the brew makers, olften
with just a jug element suspended from a piece af wood o
asbestos and inserted into a coffee or tea tin of water.

Ihe old generator motor always coughed and grunted a bit when
that gizmo was switched on and the voltage dropped.

Next on the list were the skilful Foreigner Makers wielding

fine magneto files and Gibbs Dentifrice Paste, each with carefully
monitored time on the old Dawn vice. Ihe less skilful o

these artisans grabbed the hacksaw or Lhe hand-drill, or
hammered away on a makeshift anvil until they graduated to

the ranks of the professionals aflter making a ring of reasonable
standard, after which they also demanded payment for any ibtem
sold.

Dural, perspex and pearl-shell were jealously guarded and

heaven help any miscreant caught snitching any.

Brave indeed was the Mechanic who wanted to do a bibt of wiring
or chasis bending - which is praobably why the C.0. appeared as
if by magic whenever any work was conlemplated on Lhe gear.
Threats of 'slapping on a charge' always cleared Lhe way,

for apparently Brock's Creek had few comflorts.

Me? I preferred to sell my beer at 5/- a bottle - a certain
return for no effort at the work bench.

The beaut photo shows the bench ab 46 RS, Cape Don and is
the only bench photo to so far come to light.

RSN







ENCOUNTER 2002 EQUALS WEDGE 200.

It was from the deck of HMS INVESTIGATOR that Matthew I'linsers bestowed
names on the many islands and coastal features around the southern couslbline
and out from Port Lincoln in 1802. In all Lruth, poor old Matthew must
have been hard put to find names for them all, for when he named Wedge

an February 24th, his inspiration obviously came from the simple shape

and outline of the island. Indeed, even his old ship, INVESTIGATOR, was
honoured by naming Lhe strait separaling Kangaroo lsland from the mainland
after the rather decrepit old vessel.....also a group of islands oul from
Coffin Bay was named 'The Investigator Group.'

Actually, history revzals the ship was a bit of a wreck, and Flinders who in
contrast was an efficient captain, surveyor and explorer, deserved a far
better ship in his task of exploring and mapping the coastline of New
Holland as the continent was then still known. - the name 'Australia' being

bestowed from the name Flinders chose to show on his eharts....Terra Australis .

It seems apparent that INVESTIGATOR was indeed lucky to make it back to
Port Jackson, for much of her plank work was Found to be rotten and leaking,
and another vessel had to be found for Flinders to sail buck Lo England
with the results of his work. Not that that did him much good either,

for when he called at Mauritius for supplies, England and France were again
at war, and he was imprisoned as a POW for six years.

Flinders - and INVESTIGATOR - had completed the huge task of circumnavigat-
ing Australia, and much of his map work and survey charts were still in
use abt the time of WW 2. Such was the excellent wark of the man who
named Wedge Island, and who is honoured in Encounter 2002 and Wedge 200.

Compiled and published by M.E.Fenton, 27 Lasscock Ave., LOCKLEYS sS032,
for the 14th. Reunion of 7 Radar Wedge Island.
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