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EDITOR'S REMARKS.

Since colonization first began, Cape Otwayhas been recognized as

a landfall for shipping about to enter the treacherous waters of

Bass Strait, and to lessen the dangers, the famous old Qtway lighthouse
was built in 1848. 13 Radar was set up on this same site almost

100 years later.

It was in 1940 that a German minelayer had been along the southern
coast, and had been at work near Cape Otway. An American vessel,

the CITY OF RAYVILLE struck a mine and went down near Cape Otway—
the first American ship sunk in WWZ. So no surprise that 13 RS

was set up there in June 1242 - one of the first on the Australian
mainland and scon after Rustralia's radar program had bequn. Also
the Navy had requested that radar stations be set up at key locations

along our shipping routes.

Operationally, 13 RS was not very active, and putting its story on
paper was not easy....a not very exciting story of 59 years ago.
There was a great lack of incidents worth reporting, and there were
far too many boring inspections. But the strangest aspect was the
complete lack of photos....nmot a single one, whereas most stations
in all areas had a few available. So I've attempted a few sketches
adapted from some modern photos, and I've used a few old tourist
photos.

Nevertheless, 13 RS was important as a scuthern 'rest' station, and
as a training station for the many new radar men being turned out
from Richmond.

Not toc marny other stations stayed on air for four years, and it has
surprised me how many chaps have revisited Otway over the years.
Perhaps they liked the place.

Morrie Fenton,
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CAPE OTWAY AND APOLLO BAY. The photo above shows the Cape Otway Lightstation
as it appeared in the war years when 13 RS was set up close by. The mast and
building are believed tu belong to the radic beacon then operating. The
photo appears to have been taken from the 13 RS Poover hill surrounds.
Captain Loutit, of the

The photo below is of Apollo Bay in the same period.
schooner APOLLO, named the bay in 1845 when seeking shelter from the westerlies

on a trip to Portland.
T i il




INTRODUCTION.

Australia's Lighthouses and radan stalions seem to have had a somewhat
sdmitar fask....the one to send out a beam of Light fo guide shipping
through dangerous waiers....the othen to send cut a beam of radiv
waves faom o prominent sile to detect gizcraft and shipping. So
duning W2 the fwo were oflen siled close to each othen - and 13

Radar ai Cape Qtway, buiff in 1947, wad placed close to the hiastoric
old Otway tighthouse which had been buift in 184&. This was aftea
several eanly sailing ships had been wrecked afong the coast, some
with hequy foss of Edge.

The Cape (tway £i{ghthouse was the finst to be buiti along Austratia's
southern coaailine, and 15 Radar was the §inst nadan siation io be
bullt akong the same atreich of coasi.

A primary punpese of the radar undif was fo detect and report om aké
shipping land posaibby enemy subs and minefayens) in the vicinity
of the cape - though of course all plots, whethen of aircraft on
shipping, wene reported. Additionally, being an early sfaiion in
Austraiia's radan program, £t became a training station for the
gnesnly tradined nadar pensonnef from Radar Schood where operators
and mechanics fLearned something of the routines of an operationat
station.

Diteelly ¢ast of Cape Otway, and performing a simitan duty, was the
Wikson's Promentony {ighthouse and 14 Radar Station, so That alf
shipping tunning noath from Bass Strait towands Mefbounne was £ikedy
10 be plotied and reponted. South of Cape Oiway was Cape Wickham

on King Iskand. The treacherous stretch of water between, even afiex
150 gears of navdigaiicn, sLiLE someidimes i4 known by the name bestowed
in sailing ship days...."the eye of the needfe," and i4 the entrance
to the treacherous bass Staait.

The tighthouse carrded oui its duties from 1848 to 1994 when {1 was
1eplaced by a small £ighl tower and automatic Light with fess range
powered by sofar eneagy.

The radar undil cegsed (s wartime watch in 1946.
RESBHHBRE S SRS
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CAPE OTWAY RE-VISITED. Morrie Fenton.

In 1984 1 was strichen with a bad bout of nostafgia, AL the time my wife
and 1 wene Ataying in the tovefy Littfe Lown of Apodfc bay in Victoria.

Jusit 20 mides further south was Cape Qtway where a4 an 18 year okd ACI,

1 had spent thaee months Learnding something of fhe routine of an operationaf
nadar statdion....13 Radar. That was in 1944,

14 was a pleasant, sunny day, 50 down we went, fust for the fun of L1 reakly,
but imagine my surprise to find the old concreie blochhouse 'Doover’ s1{E
there..... and 1 was wefeome to inspect it, so the gaiendty tighthouse

keepen fofd me.

1 elimbed the steps up the sandhill - through The bushes 1 saw the famifian
shape of the ofd Doovea - doonfess, no windows - but how the memordes fiooded
back. The rusted base of the otd tunnfabfe only was recognizable insdide,

but nevertheless in my mind's eye..... there was the kecedlven - the WT gean -
the strange ofd phone suifchboard - the plotiing table. That's whene the
transmitten stoed, and the mechanica' bench. There we made the brew when

we were on dog-watch, and suddenty 1 necatfed the name of the Corporal Op.

£in charge of my wateh...beanie Faith....and 1 hadn'? thought of that in over
40 yoeans.

A container ahdp was ploughing past, and 1 rewmembered there had been mone
shipping than aircrafl plots. Probabfy the neason why the stalion had
been pfanted there, fon other than the {fights acroess fo Tasmandia, few
adinenafl wene plotted.

Nothing was necognizabbe on the camp site itself, and the scaub had recaimed
the anea, There wene a few gutiters and cement pada...bui the memories

were there foo. Perc the cook who fed ua: the Guands who cafted us; the
clenl who paid us. No ghosts, but plenty of memordies.

When T axnived heme, the nostafgia was stEEE bad, and out came the diaties
and stondies 1 had sendibbled 40 odd yeans age. The memordiesd were thene
too, and 40 here they axe.,.and yours foo....memonies and stories of 13 RS.

HHHBRAHAERREARY



THE CAPE OTWAY LIGHTHOUSE.

The Otway lighthouse and keepers’ guarters were built over a three year
period From 1846 to 1848 to the design of Cclonial Architect Mortimer Lewis.
The light first shone cut on Z9th. August 1848 marking the entrance to

Bass Strait, a much feared and treacherous passage far early .shipping.

The Cape area and its terrain had been partieularly difficult to penetrate
and negotiate, but eventually a safe landing area was found at the mouth

of the Parker Creek, only a short distance from the Cape sc that eqguipment
and supplies could be brought almost to the intended lighthouse site,

Good building stone was available locally, also lime and water, and the
tender of £1995 from Geelong contractor McGillivray was accepted. But the
work proceeded so slowly that in October 1847 the Government dismissed

the contractor and assumed respensibility itself, assembling a party of

40 stonemasons under the control of & Royal Navy surveyor, Lieut. Charles
Yule.

The work was completed in August 1B48 at an estimated cost of £4300. -~ but
after only % years, it was necessary to rebuild the keepers' quarters. In
1857 a telegraph station was erected near the Cape - a link in a line from
Melbourne to Tasmania via King Island, but twe years later the cable was
broken, though the link from Otway to Melbourne via Geelong was maintained to
warn of approaching shipping.

The first light system comprised 21 oil lamps in three groups of seven,

with the heavy arrangement turmed by a mechanism worked by descending weights
which were rewound several times each night.

In 1891 the system was replaced by an incandescent kerosene lantern apparatus
employing three groups of five glass panels, rotating in 5 minutes to give

a triple flash every minute. The system was electrified in 1939 with the
lens floating in & mercury bath to reduce friction. Alse in 1939 a marine
radio beacon was installed with the lighthouse area then presenting the
appearance when 13 radar was set up in 1942,



THE LIGHT IS EXTINGUISHED.

More than 3000 interested folk gathered at Cape Otway on Thuraday, 6th,
January 1994 to witness the final warking night of the historic light,
There was some live music for entertairment, a commemorative service, and
various historiens attended as the most recent light-keeper, Peter Scott
appeared on the balcony in company with a lone piper who played ‘Lights
Out' on the pipes as the Union Jack was lowered.

Among the many visitors was a senior lady who, as a 7 year old back in 1926,
had lived at the Cape - her father was one of the four light-keepers of

the day. She remembered particularly the schoolroom in one of the cottages
where 12 children were needed to attend to keep it cpen. The station then
was able to provide its own milk, cream, butter and eggs, and the children
all rode their own horses.

On Friday morning, the light was extinguished, and as with other manned
lighthouses in Australia, it was replaced by an avtematic light which at
Cape Otway is a 2 metre high solar powered light with a range of 1% miles.
The old lighthouse will be preserved and will welcome visitors on week-
days during arranged hours,

#H4 I B

THE GLD SIGNAL STATION.

An historic building at the Cape is the old Telegraph and Signals Station
Just NE of the lighthouse. Tt has seen many changes of fortune since it was
built about 1861 as a terminal station to a Tasmanian cable which Was unsuccess-
ful, and was abandoned. The building rhen became a Signals Station to send
shipping information to Melbourne and Sydney, and operated until 1880,
Subsequently it has been used as lighthouse accommodation — as the school -
and as war-time Navy quarters and Signals statien, which evidently was its
WW2 function when 13 RS was set up in 1942, The old building is presently
being restored.

The photo shows the rear aspect of the building, and the top of its tower
can be seen above the roofline.

FHHE AR
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INTRODUCTION TO THE A50'S DIARY.

15 Radan at Cape Olway was one of Tthe RAAF stations sel up at key focalions
on main shipping routes fo salisfy Navy requirements so that a watch coutd

be made for posaibie enemy shipping activiiies - minefayens and subs
particutarfy. Whife it cannot be claimed that 13 RS carnded oud any memonabte
aclion againat the enemy, neveathebess iis watch was prudent and precautlion-
ary from May 1947 to May 1946....a veay commendabfe wan-iime effort.

The station came on air ai Cape Otway £n mid-1947 - & was an earfy mainfand
atation and the §inat atong the southenn coast. 11s operations commenced
when Ausiradia's nadar program was sE{EE getling into gean. Foa that reason,
the wedd known transpontable ateef tower was nol yet avaifabfe, so the
Doover was cast on aile from concrete - a bfockhouse which was then
pariitioned into three nooms, on compakiments for the Transmitier, the
aenial turning gear, and the Recedver, or Openatlons noom.

The gear {{seff was a mix of Ain Waarning |AW) Recediven and aeniaf, finked

1o an English CD/CHL Tranamiftet.

The aeriaf turning gearn was fLoox mounted in the centnal paxtitioned compart-
ment, wilh the big cogged gear wheel almosl on the floor. At first the
achiat was turned through 360°, then neversed because of the tack ef a
rotatabie junction betfween the aerdaf and The gean, buf this was falen
corneeted 1o allow coniinuous hotation.

In the Recediver room, an AT5/ARS wireless telegraphy sei was evenluatly
positioned, and a daily schedute to Eink the station with 7FS at Presifon
was sed up.

By the btacked out window on the south Adde was the Recorder's desk, nexi
to an otd styfe [nicsson phone swifchboard, which was hooked into a focak
party £ine, though Preston was usuatly centacted by a direct fand-Eine.
At the near of the noom was the BL4 - the IFF gean Lo necognise friend

on foe, and handfy necessary at Cape (lway.

The Docver was budift on top of a sandhiff afmost within stone's throw of
the tighthouse, and the camp was {mmediatedly befow {f - onfy a few concrete
steps sepanated the Dooven from the sfeeping huf.

HUKHBRRERHTARRRS
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An impression of the approach to the 13 RS Doover,
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THE OFFICERS AT 13 RADAR, CAPE OTWAY.

Commanding Officers.

13/6/42 P.O.
21/%1/42 P.0-
7/2/43  F/Lt.
17/4/64 P.O.
25/3.43 P.0.
27/6.44 P.0.
25/8/43 F.0.
7/8/45  F/Lt.

4/7/45 F.Sgt

1/7/45 F/LE.

24/7/45 F.Sgt

27/11/45 Sgt.
12/12/45 F/Lt.
14/1/46 F.0.
26/3/46 F.0.

Harrison
F ketcher

Johnson
Stark
Bennett
Bennis
Bass
Muir
Graham
Gravell
Graham

Manthorpe

Ross

Parramore

Mulcahy
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25/7/42

/8/42
19/2/43
8/3/43
12/6/43
15/6/43
25/11/43
6/12/43
15/3/44
15/4/44
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Other Officers.

Young
Katz
Skinner
Gibbons
Balfe

Cooper
Gallagher
Bennett
Dennis



PERSONNEL -—— 13 Radar, Cape QOtway.

The alphabetical list of names that Follows comprises the names af men
from the records researched.....the record produced has to be regarded
as 'incomplete.'

Arbuthnott W. Evans R.L. Lunney J.
Anderson G. Every A, Lonergan J.F.,
Adamson R.Pp Eller J.H.P. | cabeater C.
Edsall G. Lewis J.A.
Leahy G.
Bunker M.A.
Bradshaw R.P.
Bowe D.H. Frith 8.J. McLean J.A.
Bryan J.R. Fencler M.F. McArdle f.C.
Bagley A. Fenton M., Magee F.L,
Bramwell R. Friday AM. McCormack E.J,
Burns V.N Menner N.J.
Boyd L.C McCarthy R.J.
Brawn R.J. Gazzard Voo McDonald S.F.
Bell M., Gannon L.F. Manassa J.
Bent £.T. Gillies N.H. Menday R.E.
Bawie L.E, McCann J.A.
Bushby N.R. Ma jor N.R.
Brennen F.D. Hocking W.H. McDannell R.T.
Bailey D. Hickling L.T. McKenzie ALK,
Burnett J. Harvey F.H. Murray D.G.McN.
Hathaway R.W, McConnell J.
Harnath W.
Coles R.A, Hickman D.
Campbell A.J. Hannon J. Nottle A.G.
Crossley R.W. Hardy G. Nice K.
Cayne P.d.
Corbin D.
Cork K.P. Isaacs M. Osborne H.W.
Cox R.B. 0'Connor AE.
Cope P.
Campbell W.F. Jones L.T.
Cuttriss D.R. Jordan J.H. Patterson T.
Coster J.E. Jelbart 5.J. Parker R.S.
Crowther N. Plumer f.C.
Corbett - Payne J.H,
Komcaf'f N. Plumridge M.R.
Killorn R.J Potter R.E.
Davies F.M, King R.G. Parncutt D.
Dawsaon W.J. Kinvig W,L. Parkinson K.V,
Duckworth M. Keats R
Davies J.J.
Doyle R.J. Reeves T.
Dyker E.A. Lay G.I Richardson T.A.
Dunshea J. Landells H.D. Hodney G.
Dennis R.¥. Lawson L. Richards R.
Decker H.H. Longworthy G. Richardson J.
Doolan L. L amond A.S. Ryan Al
Davis J.

14



PERSONNEL 13 Radar, Cape Otway.(Cantinued.)

Richardsaon C.N. Security Guards.

Roberts C.D.D -

Raw ALA. Bunten AE,
Beecroft L.
Barrie R.K.

Savage G.F. Barnes G.T.

Skeffington W. Crisp T.H.

Skeggs G.N. Counihan R.

Sankey A Dalton J.J.

Schofield £.G. Day W.J.

Scott B.J. Etherington N.

Sassan P.8. Hockham W.R.

Sibson R. Holtham E.A.

Streat J.A. Jerrams L.W.

Sweeney K.W. Miller W.H.

Slee I.8. MeEachern C.M.

Sweet L.C. Meehan J.P.

Spain D.R. Melean W.M.,

Skinner A.W.S. McIvor W.T

Simmons T.H. MecDonald T.d.

Stott J.C. Smith D.J.

Smith H.G. Tussup E.G.

Tayler G.0O.

Thompsaon L.

Thomson A,

Tye ALD.

Tudball K.D.

Uiett J.G.

Veitch R.

Walls A, Unfertunately, though the

Weinert M.b. list of Personnel is quite

Whitlock J. large, it must be regarded

White D.F. as incomplete.

Walsh J.R.

Whelan R.B.

Williams J.L.

Weeks ALW.

Yeomans P.

Yum R.

i5
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13 RADAR .....THE AS50's DIARY,

13 Radar - (or RDF station as it was known at first) formed up at Cape
Otway on 28th. May 1942, and provisionally it was to be manned by 1 officer
and 4% men, Their RDF eguipment was to be a CD/CHL Transmitter linked

to an AW aerial and Receiver with the power supplied by 2 Ford Mercury Va's
with 25 KVA generating units. The initial buildings were to comprise 4
station huts and 1 re-inforced concrete blockhouse to house the air warning
equipment. The chosen site was adjacent to the old Cape Otway light-house
of 1848 vintage.

On 13th. June, the C.0. P/0. P.L.Harrison and the first party of 12 men
arrived at their new unit and work immediately commenced on 6 new camp

16



buildings - and it's interesting to note that 3 Service Police with Corporal
Status were in the initial party which suggests they were the overseers
for the work.

Over the following week, 4 more men arrived, and once the air warning eguip-
ment had been installed in the Doover, 13 Radar went on air, commencing
operations on 27th. June 1942 - the first radar to cperate along the scuthern
coast and one of the first in Australia. By the end of June, the station
complement was 1 officer and 27 men.

F/0. 1.W.Young was posted to the station as Technical Officer in July and

he arrived on the 25th..... his big task was to keep the equipment up and
running, and he also received some helpful advice fram F.Lt. Marsh, a senior
technical man who spent a day with him on 29th. July. This suggests that
the gear was not yet performing to the standard expscted.

At the end of July the station complement was 2 officers and 33 men.

P/0. Young was posted away early in August — he was replaced on Tech Duties
by P/0. Katz....and then the proposed station establishment was amended

to 1 officer and 62 men (though this figure was never achieved.)

The camouflage of the station was the next big task, though the camp was

well concealed in the hollow behind the Doover, and ancther urgent problem
was to find an adequate supply of water for such a large number of men.
Evidently there was a well nearby which necessitated the erection of a windmill,
the setting up of tanks, and the laying of a pipeline.

During October, rifle practice was begun for the Security Guards, and the
camouflage work was completed. On the 21st. P/O. Fletcher arrived on posting
with authority to take over command, and on the following day P/0. Harrison
and P/D. Katz departed,

The strength of the Guard detachment was reduced on the 27th. to 1 corporal
and 4 men - a reduction of 11 ~ and at the end of October there was a total
of 37 men on the vnit.

The ist. November saw an Army tender arrive with the necessary rations

- this was to be the method of delivery in future - and on the 16th. 3
electricians arrived te instal electricity for the Navy....perhaps this
was an observation post or perhaps in the old signal station,

An organ was donated to the unit in mid November and this was picked up
from Lavers Hill. {the story of the organ remains a mystery} Then over
the remainder of the month came a succession of officers pursuing their
various interests, all no doubt inspecting the effectiveness of the work
conpleted around the camp. ‘The most welcome visitors would bave been 3
airmen from 1 RIMU whose task was to carry out work on the aerial turning
system, prebably to ensure continuous rotation was possible.

The camouflage werk on the station was still causing same concern (and
much work, though the camp's position behind the sandhill was itself very
effective} and a succession of visiting officers and officials and many
workmen were all on the site for varying lengths of time. Additionally 3
airmen from 1 RIMU attended to the feeder system, and a new land-line to
7 FSHG at Preston was brought intc service.

At the end of December there were 41 men on the unit.

On 9th. January 1943, a couple of officials from the Department of Interior
visited to investigate the unit water supply which was hardly satisfactory....
then on the 12th. came the Big One....the AOC Scuthern, Gr. Capt. Pearce

and his party spent a day onh the unit.

There were a few more visiting officers and their parties on the station
during the remainder of the month during which a new phone was installed

17



in the Control Room.

February began with the arrival of F.Lt. Johnson on posting - and the unit
tender was despatched to Geelong to take delivery of a new engine to replace
a defective unit.

Then came a shuffling of jobs as the C.0. (now promoted) F/0. Fletcher

was posted to command 314 Radar and with F.Lt. Johnson assuming command

of 13 RS, Then came a rifle shoot on the 25th. and a series of lectures

on machine quns and demolition procedures.

On 2%th. F/0. E.$kinner tock temporary command while F.Lt, Johnson was

in hospital with an ankle injury.

The inspecticns and visits continved in March - there was a Canteen Audit,
and resulting froem a Department of Interior official being at the station,
the doors and windows were screened againgt insects.

F.Lt. Johnsen the Commanding Officer returned from his stay in hospital
on the 5th., and then came a lecture on the Vickers Machine Gun for all
Personnel.

P/D. R.W.Gibbons arrived on posting on the 6th. as RDF Tech. Officer -
then followed more M.G. lectures and same more camouflage work. But more
important was the selection of a site for an ASV Beacon, the erection of
the necessary poles, and the arrival of men to instal the equipment.
Meanwhile, there was M.G. practice for all personnel out on the range and
lectures for the new arrivals.

There were three events of some importance in April - early in the month
the ASV beacon was brought into service, and on the 1zth. two plumbers
arrived to instal a hot water service, while on the 18th. considerable
damage was sustained by the camp buildings which was caused by heavy gales,
and the windmill was blown down,

Other than that, there was even more M.G. practice and lectures, and 4
Tomy—gquns were received to be added to the station armaments.

May proved to be a continuation of the station activities of the previous
month - there were officials from the Department of Interior who cbviously
came to assess the storm damage to the camp buildings, and to plan the
necessary repairs; while W/Cdr. Cunningham, the Southern Area RDF Officer and
F.Lt. Thomson arrived to inspect the gear....perhaps there was some concern
the storm had caused damage at the Doover too.

On the 10th. the installation of WI' equipment was completed - 3 WI Operators
arrived on posting, and a daily schedule of tests with Preston was commenced,
even though plot reporting would have continued via the new landline.

During the month, intensive machine qun practice and lectures continued
unabated, and there was also one competitive rifle shoot.

June 3rd. "Unit tender overturned on the Cape Otway road about 8 miles

from the unit. Extensive damage to the tender but no injury to persomnel.
Replacement. received same day."

Rifle, M.G. practice and lectures continued through June.

The Southern Area Education Officer was on the station on the 9th. to inter-
view and advise personnel on the advantages of the RAAF Education Scheme;
then on the 12th., P/0. Balfe the Tech Officer departed to take over 328 RS
at Wallal in W.A.....his place was taken by F/Q, McMichael. And the Librarian
of SAHQ also visited to inspect and bring the library up to date.

On the 22nd. the M.0. from the School of Technical Training was on hand

to dispense any injections due, and on the 26th, the replacement tender

ran off the road about three miles from the station and hit a tree. Although
its engine was damaged, luckily no perscnnel were injured.



The month of July was given almost completely to lectures, demonstrations
and personal practice on the Vickers, the Thompson sub machine-gun and

the hand grenade. O©On the 15th. several senior officers from SAHQ arrived
tc inspect the operations of the station relative to their particular duty;-
and F.Lt. J.E.Jackson arrived to act as President of the Court of Enquiry
into the cirumstances of the accident. to the station tender on 26th. June.

The lectures on the Vickers and Tommy guns continued into August, also

the rifle practice cut at the station range,

On the 12th. Mr. Cottman, Inspector of Works for the Department of Interior,
made an inspection of the station buildings, alsoc he had a look at the

site chosen for the erection of a garage for the station tender.

The various station accounts were audited on the 18th. and on the 3ist.

a party from the Southern Cross Windmill Company completed the installation
of a diesel water pump to replace the broken windinill.

September....a very quiet month. Other than the now customary armaments
lectures and practice, the only excitement was the authority which arrived
on the 24th..... 4 corporals were promoted to T/Sergeants, and one LAC
was promoted to T/Corpozal.

October was not the most exciting of months either down at 13 Radar....the
Signals Officer from Southern Area HG was a visitor to check cut the WT
arrangepent and to advise the telegraphists on procedure. Then the Medical
Officer from 7 STT at Geelong arrived well equipped to bring up to date

the needles and inoculations of all personnel.

On the 16th. P/O. McMichael the Technical man, left on posting to 1 RIMU
and on the next day a party of officers headed by Group Capt. Chamberlain
was at the station to make a general inspection. 13 RS was within fairly
easy driving distance of Melbourne, and the station was now finding itself

a popular unit to inspect....especially during a spell of pleasant weather.

Yet another general inspection on the 3rd. November, and a further Signals
check up on the t4th,

Cn the 16th. Section Officer Hunter from 7FS HQ was a visitor....there

had been ore or two WAAAF's on the station at various times - drivers mainly,
but this was apparently the first WARAF Officer to visit the station.

Next, the station camouflage was checked over yet again, then a building
contracter arrived to attempt an improvement in the station water supply while
an official from the Department of the Interior arrived to inspect the

camp buildings. 13 Radar must have been a very fussy station to be on,

and in a continuous state of preparedness!

Finally, on 29th. November, P/0. J.Cooper of 67 Sgquadron arrived to act

as C.0. during the absence on leave of F.Lt. Johnson.

Not the most noteworthy of months.

On the 4th. December, P/0. Cooper was recalled to 67 Squadron - his replace-
ment. as Temporary C.0. was F/0. R.Steel, though only 2 days later P/O.
B.F.Gallagher arrived to takeover until the return of F.Ii%t. Johnson on

the 13th. The final piece of officialdom for the month was the inspection
of the unit accounts....yet again.

The C.0., F.Lt. Johnson, newly returned to his station and his duties,

was taken sick early in the new year and was admitted to the Sick Quarters
at 7 STT. 10 days later he was attached to No. 1 Convalescent Depot....
meanwhile P/O0. J.Stark arrived at the Cape to take-over as C.0. Then in

a further shuffling of officers, P/0. B.Gallagher was posted to Radar School
at Richmond to undergo a Radar Officer's course.

Then on 26th. January, 2 corporals from 1 RIMU arrived....their task was

to instal BL4 equipment.
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A party of Staff Officers fram SA HQ visited the station on 6th. March —
their varied tasks were to inspect the Administration, the Messing arrange-
ments, the station defence, finishing with the engines and generators.
Their inspections seemed to all co-incide fairly closely en the length

of time taken, for they all left the same afternoon.

On the %th. March, P/0. Bennett arrived from Radar School, and P/0. Stark
procesded on leave on the 15th., leaving the newly arrived young officer
to act as Commanding Officer.

Two officers from 107 FCU arrived on inspection duties on the 21st. and
the radar operators received instruction from them....and Finally P/O.
Bennett took over as C.0. on 25th. March.

April proved to be almost a 'non event' menth - no problems - no inspections -
no maintenance of buildings. But P/Q. F.Dennis arrived at 13 RS as a sper-
numary officer - and apparently he became Temporary Commanding OfFicer.

In May the AS0's become just a little more informative - the unit's accounts
vere inspected by the Area Finance Officer who declared them 0.K. {Surprise!)
and advice was received of 5 promotions among the men

On the 29th. a mobile dental unit arrived and all were checked and brought
up to date.

Finally, on the 30th., the big brass was back again - the AOC, the SASO

and the Area Radar Officer. Alsc the Senior M.0O. fram 7 SIT arrived on
duty.

The station strength was 2 officers and 41 men at the end of the month.
(C.0.'4 nepond extract) Recneation afforded on the unit inctude bitbiards,
badminton, table tennis, wineless and piano. Four teanis tacquets and

a supply of balls are hedd by the Welfare Committee. Members make fuld

use of this equipmeni and play temnis in Apoflo Bay a4 opportuniiies pexmét

Quite a few happenings in June - B/C. Bennett proceeded on leave ana P/O.
Dennis relieved him. The stores clerk was promoted to Acting Sergeant, ana
the Unit Wall Newspaper — "The Doover News"- made its appearance.

Gn the C4th., the Radar Football Team defeated the Apollc Eay team - a
significant and rather prestigious occasion. P/0. Bennett was posted away
to command 355 RS and P/C. Dennis took over as C€.0. of 131 RS which then had
1 officer and 42 men on strength.

(C.0.'5 Reporll] The efficiency of operation of xeceiver and transmiiien
seems to have dmpreved due to the keenness of the mechanics who have tgboured
untiringly in an effont to obiein the best from the equipment.

Best range ouexr sea, 10§ mifes. Besf nange on shipping, 24 miles,

The Area Filter Officer arrived on 7th. July to enquire why the radar gear
could not locate and plot the daily aircraft flying between Tasmania and
the mainland....it was pointed out that the pattern of the transmission,

or the beam, was such that low flying aircraft would not normally be located.
On the 25th., the BL4 (IFF) was despatched to Laverton - the operation

of that equipment was hardly necessary at Cape Otway.

During this month notification was received of 2 promotions in the 'ranks,'-
and the wall newspaper, 'The Doover News,' was issued.

There were now 30 men on the unit.

IC.0.'s Report.] A 200 yand xange has been sef up and some rigte shooiding
has been done.

A toiaf of four entextaimmeni nuns and four church runs have been made

to Apollo Bay.

The weather has made outdoor games {mpossibie.
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The Meas Hut on a radar station was a fairly Atandarnd arrangemeni everywhenre,
both in sdze and filiings.

The fabfes weae aft RAAF collapsible - so0 too the sealding forms which each
sat thiee on the fwo adides cf the fabfe —and in very fimited comgont.
Sugax, safi and pepper, semelimes sauce on fam, adoined each fabfe, and
behind the serving hatch the Cook and one ok two hedpers dished out soup,
main course and dessent according to Lhe Menu fox the day - basic fare

butl preity nourdishing.

At a sdde fabfe bread was availabfe - it was sometimes fresh, foo -

afsc a mug of tea Ataaight grom an urn, whife outsdide in true radar fashion
was the DIY wash-up system - a half drum ef hot soapy water and one of

fresh ninsding water,

The tables coufd be cleared for meetings, concents and the fike - and wilh
the addition of a visiting Chaplain, the Mess quickiy became a non-denomin-
ational chapek.

Many of the nonthern Meas huts had touvaed sddes with fly-wine for coofness,
and even a tunnetled {€yproof doorn. A few even harboured a fenant under

the noof - a harmfess carpet on taee snake, both great detearents fon mice
and other nasii{es. These wexre pretty nane though.
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A radar maintenance party arrived on the 1ith. August and spent 4 days
overhauling and (hopefully) improving the performance of the gear — and
the Area Radar Officer was also on the job checking the results and the
equipment. Probably 13 Radar was noet performing quite up to expectatien.
On the 23rd August, F/0. Bass arrived, and two days later he took over
command from P/0. Dennis who was off on pre-embarkation leave, then on

to 1 P.D.

The 30th. saw a meeting of all personnel to form a Welfare Committee, their
first task being to organise a series of competitive games over 4 weeks.
Similar committees were responsible for sports and entertainment at many
radar stations in all areas.

The equipment overhaul - a fault with one Ford gerierating engine - and
rough weather at the cape were all reponsible for a high number of hours
"off air" during Bugust, and the station now had 1 officer, 38 men and
one 30 cwt. Bedford on strength.

{C.0.74 Repord.] A serdies of competifive games has been completed.

Foun ententainment trnips, 7 Pictuxes and 2 dances 1o Apobéo Eay have been
made.,

Foolbatl and endicked practice has commenced, and fenndis is frequentfy played
in Apotto Bay on stand-down days.

The Mess noom has been cafcamined eream, and this has brightened the
appearance a good deak.

The morate of the pensonned {4 conaidered quite good.

September. A special mention this month. The tender made an 'entertainment
trip' to the Bay so that personnel could attend a dance. No doubt an
'invite' came from the organisers so that the dance was not lacking in
partners for the local girls....eligible men were in short supply during
those years - an example of the happy co-operation between town and 13 RS.
And 8 or 9 men also attended a special church service marking a National
Day of Prayer.

On the §th., the M.0. from 7 SIT visited, and 7 men received injections;
while on the 11th., the Area Equipment Officer and the Armaments Officer,
also the Education Officer visited 13 RS....a nice trip was had by allt

The staticn ceased 24 hour watch at 1800 hours on the 15th,, and this marked
the beginning of a daily 4 hour watch from 0700 to 1100 hours, The beginning
of the end perhaps?

Then on the 16th. a competitive rifle shoot was arranged cn the Pay rifle
range between 13 RS and the 19th. Battalion VDC....and the VDC were the
victors. Final score, 277 to 251, with 10/- for the highest scorer.
aAncther clutch of Staff Officers visited on the 21st - this time Signals,
Cypher, and Cypher Security were represented, and the Cypher Officer explained
how to use RADCO, the new cypher.

On the 22nd., Cpl. Crossleywas taken by ambulance to Heidelberg with suspected
malaria - and on the 28th. a defect developed in the BSV beacon, requiring
a new component.

The station had been operaticnal for 389 hours this month, reporting 61
aircraft plots and 309 shipping plots. &nd 3 men were pramoted.

1C.0.'5 Repont.) Membens are wett provided fon wilh reading matier - one
KAAF Cirufating Box Librany, one Siate Weffane Librany, and other books

and periodicats.

The biffiard tabte continues to hokd its place as top favoundite for the
evendings. The contracton is at preseni working or the necreation toom,
Lining the eaves and §4tfing new windowa. This should make the toem feas
draughty, brighten and mone comfontable .

Rabbit shooting 44 panticularnfy keer at the moment, not that we are shoni
aa aations, but in a compelitive spinii.

The Unit vegetablfe garden {3 progressing fainfy wetf.
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The Sfeeping liut on southenn radan stations was sed up preity wetf Ln
accondance wilh RAAF practice - a wixe bunk, 1 a fockex, a staaw paffinsse
and three subatantinf grey bfankets. Theae was a connect and proper way

of preparing and disptaying everything fon the C.0.'s inspection too, but
then the C.0. had to time his inspection to suil the steeping habits of

the denizens of the Dog Watch who usuafty retined Lo pick up an hour on iwo
of shut-eye aften breakfast.

The sfeeping hut was often the scene of a bit of fun foc - wsuatiy harmiess.
The bunks sometimes fust cobfapsed, or the bedding was shent sheeted. On
one cooasion a chap opened his Eocken, and an angty and ebvigusty upsed
penguin tock him on - and effectively won.

On wet and stonmy doys and nights, the onty readily avaitable wam refuge
wah one's bunk, dressed - on undressed - {n overakés putted on aver othex
clothing on pyjamas on whatever. 11 coudd be very cosy, paiticufarty with
an ouvercoal ovex the bunk!

"l ights Out® was usualy at 10 p.m. at the lafest, and in deference fo
those going on Dog Watch, the hut was nol tco nolsy aften 9 p.m. and reading
on keiten writing proved popular with aff.

1 guess a LAAAF aieeping hul was much the same neakly.
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Early in October, the Dental Officer from STT set up shop at 13 RS and

all personnel were examined; and on the 10th. the ASV beacon repairs were
campleted and the beacon was back in operation.

On the 18th. the station accounts and stores were audited, while on the

25th. 5 staff officers from 7 $TT - the SASO, the Principal Medical Cfficer,
the Chief Signals Officer and the Security Officer arrived to inspect that
section of the station relevant to his duties and interests, and all were
satisfied and happy.

The appointment of a Sergeant Clerk to replace the Corporal was discussed,

and this was to be attended to.

On the 26th. an official from Gilbert and Barker arrived to calibrate a

500 gallon petrol storage tank, and various repairs were attended to on

the station buildings. The kitchen and Mess doors were painted, and camouflage
paint was removed from the Mess windows. A number of fly-wire screens

were renewed, and laundry facilities were installed in the shower room.

At the end of the month there were 20 men on the unit.

The Area Radar Officer, F.Lt. J.Jordan, and a maintenance party of 4
arrived in November to spend four days adjusting and improving the perform-
ance of the equipment. In 1943, F.Lt. Jordan had been the respected C.O.
of 38 Radar on Bathurst Island. &And alsoc an officer and an NCO from the
Area Finance Office, while inspecting accounts and stores, decided that

the recerds had not been properly masntained since the unit was formed.
Both parties departed on the 10th.

The maintenance work that had been carried out on the station buildings

was inspected by an official from the Department of Interior - and on the
22nd.- a fridge mechanic HQ checked and adjusted the fridge.

On the 23rd. a general meeting of the personnel Welfare Committee was held
which was followed a week later by the Sergeants and Officers get-together.
F.Lt. Bass then travelled to Melbourne when empty drums were being returned
in order to attend to arrangements for the delivery and collection of safe
hand mail.

During the month a start was made on the painting of the station buildings,
also station equipment and stores were checked.

At the end of the month there were 16 men on the unit.

{C.0."4 Repoat)The wsuaf ententainment faip for piclunes on dance fo Apotdo
Bay has been made.

Nembers are weld previded fon as negands reading maiien. Cne State wedfaxe
tibrary and other books and pendiodicabs, atso a daity newspaper s provided
grom Unif Wekfare funda,

The ainmens' Mess has beem painted {rside and outside, consisting of windows,
blackout shutlens and doors.

The unitl vegetable garden has to date previded one mead of broad beans.

A group of Service Police Officers were on the station early in Decerber,
and an the 11th. 107 FCU requested a 24 hour watch be maintained because

of the possibility of an enemy sub in the vicinity.(the sub was U862, which
crossed Australia from west to east, sinking at least two ships and shelling
another. 7 Radar at Wedge Island was also alerted, possibly other stations.)
Also a small party from Radio Physics Laboratories arrived at 13 RS to

study atmospherics.

Several personnel were irnoculated and vaccinated on the 12th., and on

the 13th. there was interference on the radar screen, but it was decided

it was coming from the radar on a corvette, and not from the sub.

{C.0."2 keport for Decemben on folfowing page.)
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(€.0.'s Repont,) Decemben 1944. A panticubarly enjogabte Christmas dimnen
was pardaken of by members of this unit. Two geese wene obiained some
time begone Chaisimas and faftened for the festive meal. A plum pudd-{ng
and a Chrdistmas cake wene made for us in Apolfo Bay, and pints of cream
wene donated by Local residents. The mess table was decorafed with wikd
ffowens and gum Tips.

Adten dinner, the Bighthouse keepera and their wives were our guests and
atl joined in a musicaf and games evening.

The unit vegelabie garden had provided severaf meals of carrots and sifver
beet during the month.

January 1945 began with a couple of unusual emergencies for a radar station —
Guards were supplied to watch over two Anson aircraft that landed on the
emergency strip at Apollo Bay.

And on the 21st., Sgt. Priday departed by ambulance for 6 RAAF Hospital
with an attack of malaria. On the 22nd. the station went on 24 hour watch
until normal hours from 1900 hours to 0500 hours were resumed on the 25th.
And a Medical Officer, a Dental Officer and an Accountant Officer visited
on the 25th. to inspect according to the particular interests of each.

The station was on a Dusk to Dawn watch for most of the month, with 239
aircraft plots and 343 shipping plots passed to 107 FCU. and from 21st.
January 1945, 13 RS became a section of ADHQ Melbourne.

There had been 2 promotions among the CR's during the month.

(C.0."s RepontIThe wsuat weekty entertainment trip, pictures ox dance, was
made to Apoffo Bay.

Members ane welf provided for as regatds neading matfex .

Puring the month a (ootbalf and & ping pong balfs have been received.

The batfiand table {5 the main afitaciion fon the evendings,

Food {5 0f a good standard. Faudt and green vegeiables ane provided §rom
Suppfementary Ration Alfowance.

The AOC, Group Capt Eatts, OBE, AFC, attended by a party of officers, visited
the station early in February; and a caompetitive rifle shoot with the 19th.
Battalion VX was arranged, with prizes for the highest scorer on both

sides. And it was noted that a few jobs still needed to be attended to

on the camp buildings.

There was another promotion among the OR's; and 184 aircraft and 137 shipping
plots were passed to ADHQ. 120 miles was the best range.

There were now only 13 men on the unit.

(C.0.*4 Report.) With such a smalf numben of personnef on the siation,
the sponting and gemenal activities are of counse rather Eimited.

The interdior woodwork of Lhe Adaxmens' sfeeping quanters has been padinted,
brightening up the appearance.

An evending game of footbalé has recentfy commenced.

Food is of good quality and very welf prepared.

Morafe is conasdidened good.

A Medical Officer arrived on the station on the 7th. March, probably with
station hygiene and cleanliness foremost in his mind....then on the 25th.
a Mobile Dental Unit, unable to reach the station as the dental gear had
been set up in a caravan and the road justwasn't suitable, was set up in
Apoilo Bay where personnel were sent for treatment.

The radar had operated well during the month; and there were 13 men on
the station.
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nthe 7th. April, F.Lt. Muir arrived to take-over as C.0, of 13 RS, and
F.,Lt. Bass departed on pre-embarkation leave. The Medical Officer arrived
back again, alsoW/0. Campbell and his team of maintenance men to check
over the radar gear .

There were two more visitors of reasonable consequence before the month
ended. ...the Accounting Officer fram 7 STT and the Education Officer from
Southern Area HQ who arrived on the 23rd. but with only 17 men on the unit
at this time, he would not have had much advising to do.

(C.0."4 Report.)  The number of persenned being onky efeven, duties for
the personnel are mone numercus and arduous. The faligues are carried

out daily, bul due fo severe winds blowing over sandy mreas, L is hand

1o maintain compfete cleanfiness. The Telegraphist has been posted ...no
WIT catds ane now made with AGHD.

Messing <4 not consdidered goed. The new cock does not appear to have any
idea of preparation and presentation of food. This aimman woutd be more
suedtable on a farger unit whene thene is greatexr xotation of messing stagf.
1% is hoped o exchange him as bad messing, particubarly on a smatl unit
{4 detrdimental 1o contentment and morafe.

The inspections continued next month - records, station buildings, and

the ‘weightiest' visitor for the month was the AOC Scuthern Area, G.Capt.
Eaton, OBE, AFC, who made a general inspection of the station.

At the end of the month ancther 4 officers visited as a group to make their
inspections ( one wonders if they had to wait for the fatigues to be campleted.)
C.0."5 Repoat for May.) The numbex of personned iy now twekve. The
poating of the new operaton wiff facifitate fatiques. A Tefegnaphist has
been posted fo the unit.

ALE pensonnet on the station ane in a very {4t condiiion. The new radax
operaton is unfit for operating due to eye troubte.

kepains ane requined o the grease frap o avodid complications.®

From Zhe 28th. May the unit {4 to nation itsekf from subsistence abfotment.
This witf mean that aff viasitons will have o give ampfe warning of thedn
visit and provide the necessaty coupons.

June 1945. In recent months, with restricted hours and reducing numbers
of personnel, the comments in the AS0 Diary are also reducing. This month's
activities are covered by three Diary entries;
A F.Lt. Medical Officer in company with 2 §.1drs inspected
the unit;
The Army ceased to supply the unit with the custapary rations,
ard in future 13 RS had to obtain its own supplies from the
town ;
And finally, the unit accounting records were inspected.
Not a particularly noteworthy month.
(C.0."4 Repent,) Operation continued on the {our hour watch basis from
0700 hours to 1100 hours. Ne troubfe waa experienced with any part of
the nadar equipment. Results {rom the equipment continue to be very satis-
factory. The traffic plotied by the station is veny smaké and Lt L5 difflcudt
to see the aciual use of Lhe station in this nespect.
The undit commenced to nation itsefd on subsistence afowance on the 3ad.

Jung.'ﬂatiana procurable are quite satisfactory and the messing standand
L4 pddr.

In July the unit records were again inspected - and on the 3rd. a party
of officers from Scuthern Area H.Q.inspected the unit, and on the same
day A/Cdr. De La Rpue DFC, Inspector of Administration, visited the unit

*See "Ode 1o a Grease-irappen,” Page 29,
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The following day saw a shuffling of positions - F/Sgt. Graham assumed
command for one week, then on the 11th. he handed over to F.Lt. Gravell
who in turn handed over again to F/Sgt Graham after two weeks in charge.
There were now only 10 men con the unit,

(From Zhe C.0.'4 Report.) With such a timited atagf, a considerabie effont
44 nequired in onder to complete alf returns at the end of the month and
tittle mangin is Feft forn unforeseen eventuafiiies, However, as a change
{o 'Care and Maintenance' {s expected shortty, the unii shoufd operate
efficientty untit such fime as the changeover occurs.,

Consdidenable wonlk has been done on the equipment reconds during the mownth,
The attachments of an LAC Clexk Accounts forn two weeks and an indefinite
attachment of W/0. Haywood have assisted in the cfarification of these
records.

The ASQ Diary for August carries only one entry recording that three officers
arrived on the ist. to investigate the loss of motor fuel. (with so few men
remaining on the unit, the effective control of motor fuel must have been
difficult to police.)

LAC's Leabeater and Davey were posted away for discharge, and LAC Sibson

was posted to 34 Radar.

In September, the Medical Officer from WIU Lara carried out an inspection
on the 6th., and on the 11th. a party from Scuthern Areas HQ inspected
the unit, particularly the radar and signals arrangements.

An instruction from HO converted the unit fram one on restricted watch

to a fully operational unit. The strength of personnel has been increased
to some extent to cover the instruction. With no officer on the unit,

a considerable amount of work had to be done by inexperienced personnel
causing some delay with returns.

bDuring October, LAC Edsall was taken ill and an ambulance and crew arrived
to convey him to hospital. Then on the 25th. a W/Cdr. and party arrived
on an inspection tour. A Warrant Officer remained at the staticn to bring
the records up to date.

There were now 23 men on the unit - perhaps the staticn strength had fallen
too far, but to date no instruction had been received regarding the station
going on full time.

A maintenance party of four arrived on the 9th. November to check and adjust
the gear, and command of the station was handed over to Sgt. Manthorpe.

Early in December the Area Inspector of Accounts found all station records
to be accurate and satisfactory, then on the 74th. the No. 1 motor broke
down. Southern Areas HQ was informed the ASV beacon couid only operate

on limited hours.

On the 17th. F.Lt. J.B.Ross tcok over as C.0. - and on Christmas Day cnly

a skeleton staff stayed on the station to enable all others to enjoy Christ—
mas away from the station.

There were now 15 men on the unit. A further decrease is expected in
January due to discharges.

January 1946 appears to have been the beginning of the end for 13 Radar

Cape Otway, for although F.Lt. Ress arrived as Commanding Officer, he and

two NCO's were posted away on discharge - two alrmen were posted to HQ

and two were posted to 1 PD. The newly arrived C.0. was F.0. Parramcre,

and he was left with & men.

The Covk was posted for discharge late in the month, and no word was received
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of a replacement. *Mambers of the unit have not gone hungry, however.

Rations purchased in Apollo Bay are satisfactory with the exception of
fruit and vegetables, which are scarce and expensive.”

Big trouble in February - No 2 motor broke down - a Radar Operator was
posted away on discharge and Mechanic LAC Edsall was off to Central Sick
Quarters with another bout of malaria.

No 1 motor was then used to repair No 2 motor, and the station was back

on air. But the only Operator on the station was posted away, and permission
was sought to close down the station operations.

The only happy incident was the arrival of a Cock fram 1 PD., LAC Andresson.
Only 7 men were now on the station.

Tt is hoped there will be a marked improvement in the meals which have
tended to consist of either eggs or meat, potatoes, bread and butter and
tea which can hardly be called a balanced diet.

A similar pattern continued in March. IAC Edsall returned from hospital,
but then left immediately on discharge. So too the FIMT and F.C.Parramore,
and F.O Mulcahy arrived to command the unit - or what there was left of

it.

But three Staff Officers arrived to prepare the unit for disbandment and
closing, and found there were only 6 men on the station.

In April, variocus officers, NCO's and one airman arrived on attachment

until 8th. May. The AOC Southern Area, Air Commodore Knax Knight and his
party arrived presumably to wave the flag (or perhaps to lower it).

There were only 3 now 'on strength.'

During May all were posted away or ceased attachment.

The last load of equipment left the station, and after four years of watching
from Cape Otway, 13 Radar closed down.
wEnde R AR

THE COOK'S OFFSIDER,

Perc the Cook at 13 RS was certainly a hard case....maybe he'd been a shearer's
cook or similar....who knows. But he was a good cook and knew it, and was

very fussy about his kitchen and was so very clean himself.

In contrast, his hardworking offsider always looked hot and sweaty - his
overalls stained and greasy — and no wonder, for Perc kept him at the pots

and pans, and the kitchen too, until everything was spic 'n span.

One day Perc made his customary appearance at the serving hatch, and broke

up the gueue with another of his dead-pan and outrageocus statements:

"Got me off-sider to have a shower last night....he even washed under his
4-skin. He scored two gum leaves and a dead lizard!"

——

N M.F

Hey Perc,look Here! You wouldn't believe it!

28



ODE TO A GREASE-TRAPPER,

The Sergeant frowned down on the men
With visage far from kind,
"Latrines for you - you, chop some wood,
What elee have I got in mind ?
A volunteer is what I want,
I need a willing chap,
I want him round behind the Mess,
To clean a blocked Grease Trap,
I wouldn't pick just anyone,
Who might turn out a shirker;
You're just the chap I had in mind -
You 100k a trusty workert®
The Sergeant polnted stralght at me,
I must have looked a fool,
"Of course I saw you raise your hand,
Now don't give me no bull!
I'1l show you what you have to do,
The Cook's got tools and gear,
And see the job's done clean and neat,
No mess left ~ do you hear 7
S50 get to work!" the Sergeant barked,
“"With this here scoop and ting
Thie lime goes round the place as well:
I know it stinks - Just don't breathe ini"
Oh loathsome pit with fetid stench
And 114 so0 foul and crusted,
Oh why was 1 the only one
The Serg. sald could be trusted.
Oh, what a greasy overflow
That taints the morn so fair,
I hose it down and lime it quick,
Retreat to breathe fresh air.
I hold my breath - then breathe I must;
There's sludge still inches thick:
The smell s0 vile - the pipes 5o choked -
I can't help feellng sick,
But Virtue carns 1ts own reward -
When trap's as clean can be,
The cook calls from his kitchen door;
"Come have some scones and teal
Therets strawberry Jam and fruit cake,
And here's a mug - just fil1 it;
And what that Sergeant doesn't know
Won't hurt his Megs~fund, will it?"

FRERRENREREHHE M.F.
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SETTING DP_ 13 RS AT CAPE OTWAY. 'Ingger ' Nottle.

My tirst posting from Radio School at Richmond was to No. 13 KS at Cape
Otway, Victoria, On the 13th. June 194z, thirteen airmen including myself
travelled from Melbourne to Apollo Bay via Geelong, then on by motor coach
to arrive in Apollc Bay somewhat the worse for wear. I was one of the

lucky cnes who did not feel the sickening nausea brought on by travelling
from Lorne to Apollo Eay on the then rough and unsealea Great Ocean Road.
However, after some refreshments, we were soon back to normal ana tinished
our journey to Cape Otway on the back of a RAAF truch.

On arrival, we were greetea by our C.0. B/G. Harrison ano other airmen.
There were also two RAAF semi-trailers waiting with 13 large packing cases
oh board reaady to be unloadee. F/0, Harrison reckonea we haa a burcen

to bear.

We were not alone at Cape COtway....there was the well hnown lighthouse

and a communications station mannea by the Navy. 7The lighthouse stood

out sharply against a background of the white-cappea ocean ana sky stretching
to the horizon over the grass coverea knobby point ot the cape. From this
point the grasseq slgpe rYose to the NMW for a few hundrea yards where it

met the cliff face and the low scrubby bushland, then rising sharply to
higher ground ana a small kncll on which the Loover blockhouse was situatea.
To the NE the grassed area dipped into a large depression, then rose to

the north and east to meet the bushlana. 1he station Oraerly Room was
situatea on the northern rim of this depression just before it met the
bushland. The recreaticn room ana other buildings were in the scrublana
north and west of the Orderly Room.

Cape Otway was about 400 feet above sea level, and when big seas were running,
which was most of the time, and with the wind blowing a gale, the whole
area was covereq in soft sea spray. This createa a problem. It perpetually
coateq the array and feeders with salt which haa to be scrapea oft the
dipoles, and the cpen wire feeders.

4n English COCHL transmitter and an AW receiver came out of the packing
cases....the AW array was alreaay in place above the Coover ana installation
of the gear went well. The transmitter dictatea the type of Leecers -
open wire to the TR switch, thence to a junction box on the back of the
array where beaden coaxial cable took over. The only problem came about
when the matching coaxial cable stub, about three inches long, had to be
solaerea in place in the junction box alonyg wath the open wire feecers
trom the transmitter ana the coaxial from the receiver.

mMatching on paper was simple enough -~ a 1tot scale arawing with all
connections clearly shown. 71his operation was carriea out in atrocious
weather conaitions ana with great aiffaculty.

30



The first attempt with an 8(W soldering iron hardly melted the solder,

let alone make a good soldered joint. Eventually the joints were made
with a 150W iron with a one inch diameter tip, and then only with me manip-
ulating the iron and my mate, Arthur Sankey, applying the solder to the
joints.

Because of its position, 13 RS was virtually non-effective to the north.

The Ctway Renges threw back a solid block of Permanent Echoes to saturation.
The height above sea lewel gave regular plots of 50 miles on shipping undger
normal conditions, However, when we first encountered 'temperature inversion'
the first plot on a ship was over 80 miles to the west. Before the morning
was over many false plots had been passed to Preston on this one ship.

1t later became evident that a mismatch between the array and the transmitter
was responsible.

L Ship at 80 miles.

Ship at 40 miles.

Side Lobes. Side Lobes.

Ship at 20 miles,

— -f —nq Array.

The sketch shows roughly what happened. The false plots (circled) were
all plotted on the main lobe bearings.

13 RS may have been the first station to encounter 'T1.' Our first encounter
with 'temperature inversion' came about early one morning, before dawn,
when a blip appeared on the trace about 80 miles to the west. After a

few more plots it became evident that a ship was involved. The information
was passed to Melbourne and later confirmed as a ship. At this stage the
only worry we had was the extreme range. FB/0. Harrison was informed. Also
at the same time, King Island came in strongly as a PE and was recognised.
As the morning passed, the ship's course was plottea to within 40 miles

of the station. On the next clockwise sweep ot the array, a faint blip
appeared at the same range south of the ship. The C.C. was notified ana
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1 joinea him in the ops roam. The Operators, the radio mechanic, the C.O.
ana 1 confirmed a taint blip, and the plot was passed on.

(1 shoulda say here that because of the solid block of PE thrown back trom
the Otway Ranges to the north, the array did clockwise and anticlockwise
Sweeps, controlled by limit switches in each direction.)

From here on....BHOY!..... haa we put 'the cat amcng the pigecns!®

From the diagram, it can be seen that when the array rotated in a clockwise
direction the side lobe to the right of the main lobe pickeq up the shap
and was plotted on the main lobe bearing to the south of the ship., The
biip from the lett side lobe appeareqd to the north of the shap. And Vice-
versa tor anti-cleockwise sweeps.

1t was not long before a plane appeared to take a lock. From memory it

was a fine warm winter day and clear shies. The plane departed ana soon
after our visitors arriveq. Top RAAF Oiticers ana civilians, all expert

in the field of Radio Direction Finding,(RDPF). By this time the ship was
20 miles away and No. 13 was turning on a 'show' for our visitors. I am
not sure at what time the effect of 'TL' faded, but the ship, no longer
escorted by 'ghost' submarines, arrived at the cape, turned sedately and
headed for Port Phillip Bay and Melbourne, unaware of the 'panic' it had no
doubt caused in Melbourne. Our visitors departed and 13 RS returned to
normal.

THE BILLIARD TABLE.

Shortly after we went on the air, Frank Plummer and I were granted a few days
leave. We went to Apolle Bay on the early transport and booked into the
Hotel Ballarat where we were given a two bed cabin at the rear of the hotel.
During the day we spent some time in the bar and it became evident that there
was a shortage of domestic staff.

That evening after dinner, Frank and T offered to wash and wipe up, and our
offer was gratefully accepted by our hostess.

The following morning Frank and I made our beds and had breakfast in the
kitchen and made ourselves useful for the rest of the day.

On our return to camp we told the boys what we had done and how our efforts
had been appreciated by our hosts. Many of the airmen who stayed at the hotel
followed our example and helped with the domestic tasks.

Our hosts responded in a wonderful way.

They moved their billiard table from the hotel and set it up on a concrete .
slab in the recreation room at 13 RS, It remained there for the duration

of the war.

The people of Apollo Bay went out of their way to make us feel at home.
Parties and other functions were arranged to suit the station's leave rosters
and many of the airmen spent their leave days in family homes.

Long bamboo fishing poles with hook, line and sinker attached were suggested
by the fishermen for fishing from the rocks below the lighthouse, and they
gave us a couple of cray pots as well. There was a small beach in the lee

of the cape where some of us used to swim, though there was no room to swim
more than a few strokes, weather permitting.

Apollo Bay was a small picturesque fishing village, nestling in the lowland
between the sea and the bright green foothills, dotted here and there with
the stark white trunks of old trees.

It was a delightful place.
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RETURN TO APOLLO BAY AND' CAPE OUTWAY, '"Pigger' Nottle.

On the Sunday before the Moomba Festival Parade in Melbourne in 1979, my wife
Patricia and I visited Apollo Bay and Cape Otway. What a surprise Apollo Bay
proved te be, for it had changed so much.

We continued on to Cape Otway, arriving about 3 pm. The Cape had not changed
other than the only evidence of 13 RS was the concrete Doover blockhouse

and an 8 ft. high wire mesh fence enclosing the area of the lighthouse and the
old 13 RS site. A communications station was still operating. A notice on
the gate informed us visitors were allowed on Thursdays only. There were a
number of people wandering around the cliff tops and coming up from the rocks
below. My wife and I were travelling in a Ford F100 utility, and I followed
the perimeter fence until we were on the higher ground overlooking the old
Doover. There was nothing more to see other than the green cape, the light
house, the buildings and the ocean beyond.

By this time, most of the visitors had left, leaving only a few stragglers.

I spoke with a chap in white shorts and shirt on the other side of the gate,
told him where we had come from and that I had been involved in the installa-—
tion of the gear in 1942.We waited until the other visitors had left, then he
opened the gate and let us in. He told us that many of the airmen who had
served at 13 RS had visited the site. Surprisingly, the only things he knew
about were the 'Doover' and the 'air raid shelter.' However, he accompanied
Patricia and 1 as we walked around the site.

To our right as we entered was a solid block of concrete imbedded in the
ground where we had poured it — it was the step up to the Orderly Foom entrance
which had faced the south. Further up the slope and to the left I identified
the site of the recreation room. The concrete slab on which the billiard
table had stood had been broken up and left among odd bits of corrugated
fibro cement roofing material. Higher up the slope were bits of fibro roof-
ing and brick footings where the barracks, kitchen and storeroom had stood.
"Over to the right is the air raid shelter" we were told as we headed through
the scrub which soon formed a canopy over our heads, so low in places our
escort and 1 had to duck. We soon came to an opening in a concrete structure
completely over-run with scrub where Frank Plummer had installed our power
units in 1942, "This is the air raid shelter” our escort informed us. I
walked along and found the two vents where the exhausts of the two Mercurys
had passed. The vents were still blackened with carbon, I reached up and
touched the edge of the vents with my fingers — they came away covered with
carbon residue. I explained what the air raid shelters had actually been.

We crossed the scrubby bushland to the Doover. The angle iron structure

of the array mast had been cut off at rcof level with an oxy torch and the base
frame and associated drive gear left to rust. Otherwise the place was empty.
"The only other concrete is in the old 'chook run'" our escort said as he led
the way along the path. Sure enough we ended up in an old 'chook run.' The
concrete floor was covered in rubbish and was only evident in a couple of
places. With a piece of old timber I raked away the rubbish and exposed the
concrete drain which had taken away the waste water. The old toilet and
ablutiors block floor, covered with rubbish washed down over the years was
still there.

I told our escort the story of the Hotel Ballarat and the billiard table,

and how the people of Apollo Bay had made us feel at home., Then I told him
the story of the Temperature Inversion and other 13 RS incidents and

RAAF life.

We parted late in the afternoon, Patricia and I grateful our escort had
allowed us entry, and he "tickled pink' about the informaticn he could naw
pass on to his future visitors.

IR
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INSIDF, THE DOOVER. 13 RS was an early stylé Doover, and was cast from
concrete 'on site.'  The aerial turning 'works' rested on a central
slab — and its remains are still in place, quietly rusting away after 59
years,

As Australia's radar program gained momentum, the standard Doover was a
transportable tower, with a framework that bolted together. The aerial
turning gear was then mounted in a compartment above the Ops room.
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AN EARLY POSTING TQ 13 RADAR. Reg McMeCarthy.

Now for your enquiny on 13 RS. Together with thiee othend, 1 travelffed
freom Richmond Radic Sehoof ic Mefbounne, thence Geetong and finatfy Lo
Apokfo Bay by 'Sims' ceach, eanlfy {in June 194Z. A unit tenden ook us
1o Cape Ofway - a further 26 mifes - on § mides as the crow ffies. _
The stafion was stitf being buifl and 1 noticed the buildings were being
constructed from a white weod - farrah being the only timber used for hous-
ing and simifan constructions in W.A. 1 Kater fearned that the fimbex
being used was indeed veay durable,

T necofleet that the fatrine area then consdisted of a fong deep tnench

~ with suitable seating, which evidently was replaced as construcidion
and improvementds progressed.

1 found the weather extxremely cold at Otway - possdibly the wonst 1 have
encountexred in ny fife. Howevexr, 1 do not xecadf how 1he hoi watexr was
generated for showens, kifchen eifc. UDoubtéess the rekiable old wood coppex
played a targe paxt.

The power gox the station was genenated <n two engine rooms - one af each
end of the camp atéa. These were partfy constructed befow ground with
cement gnd concrele watfing, Each engine noom was equipped with a Ford
V& Z5KVA dinect drnive %o a generatorn. The Fittens were hard put to ged
a Aaiisgactony resuld from the undits due o excessdive cofd. 1 undersiand
they were finafly modifdied by having special heating appfied to the fuet
fines,

1 cannot necatd what fype of necediver was at 13 RS, - but I can remember

that the transmittexr was in a separate housing or noem adjeining the operaiing
area and hequired speciat attention when under power.

P/0. Katz was a Supernumerary Lo the station, and he was particularty inten-
ested in the operation of the transmittex,

1 noticed in a recent edition of Radar Retuans that P/0. Kailz had been

sent to England durding W02 for research putposts....possdibty the same man.

In the peniods we had off-duty, climbing doun fhe cliffs 2o sea fevek -
obout 300 feet - was a popular pasf-time, particularfy as there were
caves dotted atong the base of the climb-down. However, apeciaf cate had
to be chserved, both {n climbing down to the beach and caves , and o waich
againit being frapped by an incoming fide.

1 spent aboui four months at No. 73 and had negular feave to Apotfo Bay

and Mefboutne, One hotel ai Apotfo Bay was named the 'Baftarai,' bui 1

was advised in an enquiny 1 aseni to Apoffo Bay that i1 had been buant down
and 45 now kaown by a different name which has now escaped me.

The Great Ocean Road tnip was an extneme experdience, and on one on two
cceasions 1 was necessary to siop the coach to clean away Eight fandslides-
the shovets efe. jor this purpese bedng carried <in The tear of the coach.

ALE journeys completed were undeniaken withoui mishap - or was it good

ma hagemend.

In company with aix on seven others, I deparied No. 13 eanty 4in Sepiembex
1947. 1% happewned that 1 had the fowest senvice number and was appointed

to attend to the jounney detaifs en route fo W.A.

Anmed with nadil warranis we anrived at the Geelong Raif Station and had e
wait there as one other transferred chap was on teave and had o meet us

at the station - 1 had cannded his kit bag afong with my own. Havirg Lo
wail qor ocutr feave-taken, 1 piaced his kil bag cn the ground between my fegs -
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and atong came the man and the cwner of the bag o ckaim it.
The man was the fafe Doug Scott - who aften that meeling <in 1942, 1 uas
te meet agadin some 50 years taten.

Finatly Mornie, I woutd, as an ex-iadan person, £ike te pass on my thanks
to you and othens for youn efforts in vanious publications of past Radar
histony.

Pete 3mith and the "Radar Raturns " atso deserve comgratutatiens fon his
neven ending efforts to keep "KADAR" ative.

Time swatlows up much history and memories become dufd - just as trees
ghow Ln what nemains of No. 13 Radat Staiion's engine rooms of 50 years
ago.

Longratulalions again, and my good wishes §or fuiuxe endeavounrs.

FRESSAHEEREHS
ERRLY DAYS AT 13 RADAR. Don Bailey.

Not long ago, my wife and T spent a week's holiday at Apollo Bay and natur-
ally enough being an ex-13 radarite, we visited Cape Otway lighthouse and
the old radar site for the first time since early 1943 when I was there as

a wireless telegraphist. I did not know that the Doover, or as they now call
it, the concrete bunker, was still standing, so it was quite a surprise to
see it again, and very nostalgic to look through the window and recall where
T used to sit in the corner to operate the wireless. The manager of the
park was very friendly and was interested in any informatrion 1 was able to
give him; and when leaving he gave me a large photo poster of an aerial view
of the area.

Unfortunately I have no 1943 photos or memorabilia because, as you know,
cameras were then taboo,

At that time T lived in Hampton, a suburb of Melbourne, and every second
weekend I had leave from Friday to Monday. I travelled to Apollo Bay in the
back of the Navy transport truck, then by mail coach to Geelong and steam

train to Melbourne, returning the same way on the Monday. The road to the camp
was unmade, also very dusty and very, very winding, and I plus some of the
sailor lads stationed at the lighthouse were always hanging over the back

and feeling far from well.

There was one incident that always stayed in my mind which, at the time,
did not seem very funny but now it does— it concerned an elderly Guard
whose name I think was Ted. He was then probably in his forties.

He was playing billiards while some of us young'uns were playing records
probably a little too loudly. Evidently Ted wasn't able to concentrate on
his shots, for all of a sudden he ups and grabs all the records and broke
them over his knee, then threw the pieces at us. One of the records was a
favourite of mine - Frank Sinatra with Tommy Dorsey's orchestra singing
"I'11l take Talula.” T think it was the first record he ever made.

My time at Cape Qtway was fairly mundane — nothing much happened. We used to
track the plane from Essendon to Tasmania over Wilson's Prom every day;

and there were differing opinions whether a blip was a shoal of fish, a whale,
or maybe a sub. And sometimes we would climb down the cliffs and either

fish off the rocks or walk aleng the shore exploring the caves.

While at Apollo Bay, my wife and I visited the old cable station museum where
I noticed a Morse key supposedly used at 13 Radar, with a note that further
information was available from the War Museum in Canberra.

FHEH R ER
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MEMORIES OF 13 RS, CAPE OTWAY, DEC. *42 TO MARCH '43. Peter Yeomans.

"The mind in 2001 is tired but some memories remain......"

1 was posted to 13 RS after 'Passing Out' from Radar School and given a
"Summer Holiday" at Apollo Bay before posting to SWPA - in those days personnel
were never sent north before their 19th. birthday.

The Cape ltway Doover...this was a concrete pill box made to last 1000
years with a large, heavy antenna above driven by gear assisted electric
motors and Fed with Selsyn motor cables. Gale Force winds were the norm,
which meant climbing on the roof with heavy ropes to tie the antenna in
a fixed pusition te stop the driving shaft gears being stripped (Scared
stiff and 8 cold)

The transmitter was enclosed with i inch brass plate to stop radiation
affecting the health of personnel (but try telling DVA that!) The receiver
was of home-brew quality and replaced the original supposedly lost at sea
when the whole station was imported from the UK.

I recall operators singing endless versicns of "Red River Valley" to stay
awake on night shift.

Japanese submarines following BP Iron Ore ships through the of f shore mine-
fields on their way through Bass Strait and round the cormer to the east
coast shipping lanes. History reveals these same subs sank 19 freighters
as well as the Sydney Harbour raid. They surfaced on calm nights to charge
their batteries. One Sunday morning at dawn a small float plane was launched
and flew off towards Melbourne and Western Port looking for the Queen Eliz-
abeth and Queen Mary troopships. A frantic call to HO Melbourne was -

same 2 hours later - answered by the cleaning lady who stated "There's
nobody bhere, Luv, they don't start until 7.30 a.m."

We had no Army or Navy and certainly no Air Force defences around Vietoria
available to call on. The Defence Forces stood down at 5 p.m. on Friday

and resumed the war at 7.30 a.m. on Monday. The Japs knew exactly the

true stateof our defences.

In lighter vein, the red brick Ballarat Hotel in the Bay was our haven
when allowed out of Stalag Cape Otway - they ran out of beer the day before
my 19th. birkhday when my posting to 315 RS was confirmed. 1 finished
legless toasting my great sdventure ahead in a foul concoction ealled
"Irish Stews."
But we ate great fopd at the pub on our days off, if the station 'blitz
buggy' was available to take us into town. This station transport deserves
a mention,...it was a pre-loved Army truck with no springs and very doubt-
ful brakes which was eur life-line to Geelong and civilisation. A few
days after my 19th it carried me, my kit and a timber box of tools away
from the Cape. Gee! that box was heavy and full of completely useless
tools.....but that's another story.

HAAREBHHRHEERBERGA R B4 Y
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A Map showing the general route and some of the towns
between Melbourne and the Cape Area — alsc an idea
of the Cape area itself.
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'R & R ' OTWAY STYLE, 1944. Bob McDonnell,

In late May 1944 after some six weeks leave, I was posted to No. 13 RS

at Apollo Bay which, along with Gabe Island, Wilson's Promontory and Metung,
could have been loosely described as 'Resting Stations where the northern
warriors recharged their batteries in preparation for some further operations
to defeat the yellow peril.’

Of the four stations, Gabo was an island with a rough erossing of the bar
at Mallacoota (out) - The Pram - a fourteen mile walk to the lighthouse
from Tidal River with gear on pack-horses {out) - Metung - wonderful — I'm
sure the WAAAF Operators would have welcamed those bronzed airmen from

the Nerth....but apparently the Air Board thought otherwise — shame on

i€,

The three stations had to accommodate the Vic and Tas returnees as there
were no stations in Tasmania or the Bass Strait Islands.

So off to 13 RS it was. Train from Melbourne to Geelong - bus down the
Great Ocean Road to Apollo Bay and then a horror ride in the back of a
truck sitting at the sides and looking out over the back. I suffered car
sickness for the only time in my life to arrive on the 29th. May '44 for
what proved to be a very pleasant stay.

As you know, in 1994 I followed your 1984 footsteps to the Cape and saw
much the same remains, but was surprised how little the resident guide
knew about. the presence of 13 Radar on the site in the war years....he
invited me to have a look around which I did. They were still sending

in the weather reports - a practice which highly amused Babs as she found
the were still using the same code that was used in 1944.( Perhaps the Japs
hadn't cracked it,)

1 recall that the station had to close down when the wind reached Force 6.
I think it was to save the aerial turning motor when it wouldn't turn.
Some opportunists used to try to persuade the Assistant Keeper 'Merv' that
he should advise Force 6 so they could continue whatever they were doing
other than operating.

And what about the farmers party lines - hearing the farmers talking about
their woes. On same occasions someone would cut in just to confuse them;
and there were the long, leng conversations with the WAAAF's at Preston
Town Hall, and the invites that came to visit them on the next trip to
Melbourne.,..but I wasn't one of the lucky ones.

I now £ind it most difficult to recall any operating there as I think I

only worked one afterncon shift, and an odd day or two. The difficulty

was to get a seat with all the keen young bucks who actually wanted to operate
the thing.

T found an old Apollo Bay leave pass, which showed I had a fair bit of

time off in my three months there, from 29/5/44 to 15/9/44; and there were
other times when I must have been the Duty Corporal at the Hotel Ballarat,
my job there being to keep some of the young bucks maintaining good RAAF
Order and Discipline.

On the 7th. June 1944, I was to meet Babs, (my future wife) when the bus
arrived - but she had to work =o her telegram afterwards informed me. But the
C.0., P/O. Dennis was there to meet his wife and daughter, and I had lunch
with them at the Cafe in the Bay. 13 Radar was his first command (he had
expected a northern posting) and at his enquiry, I was able to £ill him

in on the *hardships' encountered on the only station 1 had been on....132
Radar at Darwin. He was most interested. Somehow we built up a rapport and
I found him to be a really nice guy....he gave me two weeks leave on fulil
pay to get married, while Babs was DOCKED her two weeks from Laverton.

Lousy so-and-so's.
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There was of course the Huxley accommodation heuse at the Cape - they were
lovely people, and I think it was for all of £3 she spent a lovely Saturday
and Sunday there. I suppose many others did too....I don't know how they
managed conjugal visits - we only became engaged that week-end, so anything
like that was out for us.

The saga* of "Dinger" (sheort for Hum-Dinger} - from memory he was a very
fat biue-heeler; and on the enly aftexrncon shift I remember, he insisted
on lying virtually under my chair where he very nearly took us off the
air with his very silent entertainment. It is said that hot air rises.
Well, I can vouch for that. I wonder how you would write up the A50's...
“Station found off air owing to a foul odour penetrating the Doover from
a known source and causing acute discomfort and distress to all in the
vicinity."

1 now wonder if the DVA has any coverage in its RMA listings for this type
of disability, as it should be worth at least a 10% pension (perhaps even
a Gold Card} apart from the damage to Australia's defences if the station
was forced off the air through desertion by the operating crew.

On leaving the Cape on 18th. September '44 on pre-embarkation leave, and
with apologies fox plagiarism to the unknown author who described the war-
time invasion of Australia by the American troops as "Qverpaid — oversexed -
and over here " - how could one sum up 13 RS, Perhaps Over-crowded -

over fed and down there.

* The Saga of Dingen has been described separately and slightly embeftished.
YRS

THE BEAUFIGHTERS.

13 RS wasn't overwhelmed with aircraft plots - there were a few every day
but not many. But somewhere nearby was a Beaufighter OTU — they knew where
we were — and they knew how to avoid detection.
All would be quiet and normal — then suddenly came a nerve shattering roar
overhead as up and away went a Beaufighter, no doubt with the crew laughing
their heads off at the earthbound types below.

#H4fHEEREER  M.F,

4an
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"DINGER," - THE DOG IN THE DOOVER.

"Dingen" was the camp mascot and everyone's frdiend - a rathex
plump and nondescript blue heedfen, His fulf name was "Hum-
Dinger," the prefix being bestowed because of his fong and
obviouasdy happy association with the Cock and the Mess. This
had endowed him with a forndid ffatufence hard to imagine on
descnibe....he "hummed',,.and hummed SILENTLY.

"Dinger”also favouned the warmth of the Dooven in cokd weathen,
and my finst unsudpecting encounder with him came about as

hﬁ nefaxed and strefched en hist side benealh fhe Operaton's
chadx.

An evdf smefling cloud suddeniy mushroomed 1o §4i&f the Ups
Room....s0 powexrfud {n fact that it rendered all positions
untenable - a sdfent, aff pervasdive tadibute 2o the nich confenis
ef the scrap bin ouisdide the Mess where "Dinger" often guiped

a hutnied extra meal.

fiow shoutd we record fthis distunbance fo the smooih Aunning

of the Doover, and how best Lo descaibe i4?

Someone suggesfed a 'no friffs’ entny in the Log Book...."GAS!”
Another mone nealiatic suggestion..."A pungent odoun poasibly
due {0 crnoss wiring on a transfoamen cooking."

Happify the emengency was resofved when we opened the Poover
doot - f4instly to 2xpef the offensive vapours - and secondly

to exped the offending "Hum-Dingen."

"Bingen" may have been air-minded when he efecifed to jodin
the A{x Force, but he ceatainfy wasn'{ air-conditioned.

I'11l get you yet mate....it's stew tommorrow!
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FROM RADAR SCHOOL YO CAPE DTWAY, Morrie Fenton.

Ir April 1944, my stint at Radar School was finally finished, and in typical
radar fashion, 1 was despstched on my way to 13 RS at Cape Otway, Feeling
already independent of RAAF authority at the tender age of 18 years Z months.
Amazingly, all seemed to work out 0.K. - first to Geelong by train, then on
by service bus along the Great Ocean Road which in 1944 was far from the
tourist drive it is today. Rough, unmade and very narrew, nevertheless

the road offered beautiful coastal scenery - more rugged than anything 1

had ever seen before, and Fer better ta watch the scenery than the road!

The 13 RS tender picked me up in Apoilo Bay - ancther rough ride, very
winding and twisting this time until we reached the old Light-house, vintage
1848, and the new radar atstion, vintage 1942,

To a new operater of very recent status, the station proved very comfortsbie
reaily, with sleeping huts for about 40 men - an adequate Mess hut, Rec

hut and the mandatory Orderly Room. And very important were the showers -
as hat and plentiful as one could wish for in such a cold location.

Qver the camp, the great bat wing serial could be seen turning 24 hours a
day over the concrete blockhouse which was the early style Doover, housing
the radar gear; and hidden in the scrub were the bunkers For the twa V8
motors and generatars.,

1 found there were about 40 men on the unit,some being on a southern posting
after 12 months or so on a northern station - like an R & R posting. The
remainder of Lhe men were like me - young chaps direct from radar scheaol

on & post graduate course. They were taken under the wing of the senior men,
and there they learned the routine of an actual radar unit to prepare Lhem
for mare responsibility at northern stations.

From alongside the Doover on a fine day, a truly wonderful vista of the
coastline and sea was possible...but an even more enduring memory is of
Beaufighters. 1 don't know where they came from ar where they went....hut
suddenly there was a nerve shatlering BLAAAHH over head as those whispering
death machires poured on the herbs directly over the station to end their
silent approach...then up, up and away like a rocket.

There were the expected chores - some bearable like picking up stores and
mail - pthers unbearable, like cleaning the greasetrap; but by and large,
camp life was D.K.

Saturday was the night out for the week - it was entertainment night. The
pictures or the dance were on in the Bay, and the town became the happy
stamping ground for all from 12 R5. Eleven o'cleck or thereabouts, and it
was back on the truck for the queasy trip back to camp with several hanging
over the rear tailgate.

The wonderful result of service at 13 RS Cape Otway - or any other southern
station - was that it introduced the new chum to the radar life, and to

new friends with similar interests, for new friends soon became old fFriends
who were met again and again at Wing - or FCU - or on any northern radar
station,

And fifty years later, it was great to renew some of those friendships
again at Canberrs, Bendigo, Wagga or wherever a Reunion was held, snd also
to find our radar history now so well recorded.

In the last decade or so, Radar has become almost like Family.

P R
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INSTANT MEMORIES OF CAPE OTWAY. Ron Richarda.

A few thoughts came quickly to mind when 13 Radan was mentioned....and
i2's good fo share them with chaps who Atitf nemember the place:

A 'never fo be forgotten’ expernience wad the thip inio Apotfe Bay 4in the
back of the station tauck...we were tossed around fike peas in a boitde
as we pifched across the wooded and scrubby area dn the way into Lowm..,
through paddocks and windswepi moonscapes.  Always thene seemed to be one
on two chaps hanging over the taifgate, while othens were varying shades
of white ox greenm when they §inalty almost fell out.

And T tememben the fong sfeeping hut where we alf defdied both wind and
winter. Hexe it was when the freezing blasts tadied to blow the place off
the map, as an 18 year ofd with a weak chest 1 contracted pneumonia. 1
wed unabfe to get off the iron bunk, but T was assisted fo the Medic's
cabin, and thexe the Sergeant Ordenfy saved my Life fon sune.

No Docton was avaifabfe, buf he got M and B tabfets from Apobée bay and
kept me on a strefchen in his quarters where he nursed me and fed me.

He was o No. 1 Samanifan...T feel he muat have been a true Chaisédan and
T stikt bleas him.

On one of the few beffer days at the Cape, 1 went on a watkabout with Cec,
Leabeater, a Radar Operator who had been passed over as Adn Crew material
in the E.A.8 in Canada. The idea was Lo shoot nabb{ts - with a .303!
Anyway, Cec. ctimbed thaough a fence and 1 propped my xifte againsi the
wire. There was a BANG as it discharged heavemwands. 0f counse as the
ofd song goes...."T didn't know the gun was £oaded.”

le didn't press our fuck hunting bunnies affer that episode.

tn atrength were severaf Senion Cps down from the noath and they {rded

to put us young chaps on the right Ltrack. One was Max Weineat, and a bit
of a faveurdite with the fadies from the atondes he tofd. Anothea Corporak
was atudying "Meat ITnspection" via the Services Coriespondence Counse. And
Don Sharkey was a Mechanic and station snocker and bilfiards champ.

He feff for a fass in the bay. The stony gees that he trded te fure hex to
the beach no doubt with fusifuf thoughis im mind, buf her mothexr provi-
dentially intervened and saved The day....and no doubt her daughtex.

Then of course thenetwas the {nnepressibfe Bernde Frith whe was always finai
in the queue for 4 Leave Pass for a week-end {n Mefbourne - but he atways
had §{exce oppesiiion.

When T was gdven a few days'feave in Adefaide, 1 coutd save a day by catching
the Adefaide Express that night in Baffarat. Welt, 1 made {f - but how

1 got there 1 now have no idea.

There woutd be many stondies about Penc.the Cook. My stony A4 how he encoun-
aged the camp cats to copufaie on the hitfchen floox. 1 think Pexc.was
more enthusiasiic about the {dea fthan the catasl

Finakty, there was the farce of phoning my parenis from the tighithouse
switchboard and being unabfe Lo say whene 1 was, Down there al Cape Otway
the war was a Long way off...<T was difficult fo undenstfand why the Powers-
that-be were so concerned.

HREHRBAHRARE R GH
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A _MIX OF BITS 'N PIECES, FROM '43 10 '46.

Alan Every.

My stay on 13 RS was very brief. My paybook tells me that I arrived at Cape
Otway on 24th. May '43 s a 'wet behind the ears' RDF mechanic atraight

from RDF School Richmond. I arrived at 10 RS on 26th. June '43 so I had
only about ane month at 13 RS. T have to admit that I have much stronger
recollections of my six months at Cape Jervis than my brief stay at Cape
Ctway. Maybe it was the girls that made 10 RS more memorable.

Like you, ! remember the rough old dirt track From Apollo Bay out ta the
station. Also the bitter cold. Also like you I was there in mid-winter.
Mind you, the site of 10 RS 500 feet above Backstairs Passage was not exactly
warm either.

I remember one unpleasant characteristic of the Doaver which was an early

Mk.¥ English set....it didn't have an aerial transformer and the aerial

was connected to the set by a hard wired co-axisl cable. You were supposed

to rotate the antenna 360 degrees in one direction then reverse it to run

360 degrees in the other direction. If you happensd to doze off in front

ol the screen on a quiet night shift,(something that was easy to do} you
finished up with the co-axial cable in a corkscrew around the antenna post and
usually broken at one end or the other.

I really have no recall of the names of the men or of the building layout

of the camp....but I do recall a little blond girl in Apollo Bay who insisted
on knitting socks for me. I must have been a Fast worker in those days consider-
ing the short contactI would have had with Apollo Bay in four short weeks.

I married in 1949 and we spent our honeymoon in Apallo Bay. I went out
to the site of the station for old times' sake only to find there was very
little of it left.

Gnod luck with your project.

B4t Hannath.

1941 - '45 were the yeans when enotmous advances in technology were made -
and afmost without a adippte!

One of the Afordies of 13 kS T want o tett 4is a good exampfe. 1 don't

know 4f you worked on many of the British COL nigs, but severat peopte

who did agree with my opinion that the echoes they showed had rathen funhy
edges. AW echoes afways Eooked cfeaner to me, and 1 often wondered why .

At 13 RS T thought about this a fot. One woufd have thought that the actuak
rasten pubse in Lhe AW would have wandered about a bif because if was deaived
dnom the AC power system, whereas the COL pufse came from a btacking oacit-
fator, which shoutd have been muck more stable than the mains fiming.

There was onty one difference in the timing circuits that 1 coufd see. In

the COL, the pulse from the bloching oscibbaton inm the transmitfer was
nouted fo the time base circuits in the necedven via a mubtivibraton. This
used two indiodes, as far as 1 can necalt they wene fainty high Mu Zypes. In
the AW, there was afso a MV, but this drgve both the Thansmifien and the
time base cdrcuitry. 1t uded 617'4 as pentodes. Now the fuin on and ob
times of these was very much jaster than the COL circuitry. This meant

that the stope of the wave-{orm edges was much more graduat <n the COL.
Semewhene afong this alope both the tranamitten pufse ard the Time base
Anitiation occunred. Because the triode cincuit sfope was 40 much Powen, the
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actual firing points were thai much more {ndefinife, so that the retation
between the transmitied pufse and the time base could vary even during

the time of the balef transmitted pulase. The AW did net suffex from this
particufar problfem neaxfy so much.

In 1944, 1 soft-tafked the C.0. into Thying the AW synch circudts to daive
the COL transmitfen. The difference was quite cbuious. Correspondence
with Headquarters brought no {nferest or action, Ao the matten was dropped.
Twendy five yeans £atern, Fong distance cofour TV redays were upon us, and
the mystery words "phase fifien” wenz §41st bandied about. Pulse rise
times in nano-seconds were the thing. But we had found the troubte and
Lt cune fwenty-{4ive yearns before!

Activity wad slowing when T was at 13 RS, but the winds were not. The

Navy station at the Lighthouse had an anemomeler which had four cups mounted
on a ventdicat shafi, driving a generator-voltmeier gauge, cafibrated up

1o 160 knots (1 think|. We had ome aform in 1944 which burnt cut the
genengtor, and then biew the cups off!

My fast atony is about the great way the Navy and RAAF were treated by
the tocal residents. They wene afways doing us one good furm on anciher,
S0, fon Chadistmas 1943 the troops got together and anranged a conceal for
the tocals in the town picture theatre. Not to be beaten, the tocats put
en a Chalsimas Dinnex, at mid-day, which fasted £{&f abeut 5 o'clock.

You can imagine the ariists weae feefing no pain by the time they had to
appeat on slage! Every body wot on dufy did something for the show, and
though 4t may not have been up to the Tivofd standard, both the performens
and the audience were satisfied with the nesufts. The band was cakéed
'The Chitdhen' because they shoufd have been seen but not heard! e got
back fo the station in Lime for the & a.m. shift, buf I suspect that most
off the plots that moxning wexe not {n fhe staiion tog. Ah welf....itf was
not such a bad war aff fthe time!

Welk, Monnie, T can'i think of anyihing edse thai mighi be of infexrest,
1 hope you dig up enough fo make an intexesting book. AfL the best.

Alan Weeks,

Your letter xe 13 RS to hand...it is nearly 60 years ago, and 1 must admit my
memory is somewhat dim. I was only there for a short period - I think three
or four weeks - hardly long enough to know the place. My main reccllection
is the cold nights and the hair-raising trip along a dirt and winding track
in an Air Force utility to Apollco Bay. Saturday night seemed to be the
time for the trip. The Apollo Bay Hotel was the venue for a few drinks,

a meal and a dance. 1 have a faint recollection of the lighthouse and

I think of the Doover. Sorry 1 cannot help you more.

I spent over 18 months at Archer River in the Gulf of Carpentaria on 311 RS.
We spent time on Horne Island before establishing 311 at the mouth of the
Archer River....it was a rather rough existence.

After leaving 311 I spent short periods on several units around Australia,
then did a conversion course to Air Radar. I was in a Mosquitce Squadron
at Penrith in New Scuth wales when the war ended.

I was on No. 13 Wireless Mechanics Course.

Best of luck with your booklet.

46



Lee Poolan.

Thanks gon your fetfen of 19th. February re the station at Cape Otway....
Yes, 1 was thexe but onfy from Late August 1945 untif Decembea 1945,
intennupted by feave and a short speld in hospital with malerda, Ao my
memory ceffs do nel have very much aecatf of my time at 13 RS.

When 1 axnived at Apoffo Bay and found my transport to the station, 1 found
there was onfy a very short speff on air, with a atalion complement of

twe Operatons, a Mechandic, a Cock, Generaf Hand, CLenk, Fitier DMT, Medicak
Orderdyla Sengeant] and the 0IC was a F/Sgt. Graham. The station operated
grom about 0700 houns 2o 1100 hours and was in contact with the F.S., by
tefephone via Apoffo Bay and Cofac.

Our rgtions wene not supplied, and Susfemance was provided at the raze

of thaee shiffings per day pen person pfus ratfion coupons, which meant

that food was purchased grom shops in the Bay usuaffy on a daily basis.
Saiurday was the Big Day....and Sunday was a day of recovery.

Mot fong aften 1 arxdived, the Cook, Sam Osborne, went on feave and cooking
was on a veluntary basdis, and for seme unkrown reason 1 became a cook,
probably because 1 was the onfy one who could Eight the fire!

On Sam's nefurn, 1 continued as Cook's offsdder as thene was an {nffux

of tadan beds fhom 16 RS ail Gabo Isfand, which had been my oniginat stationm
{n 1943 affen Radax Schoof, 1% was quiie a xreunion, as seme of them had been
there faom tate 1943 untif Late 1945 when Gabo closed.

Sonay 1 cannel recatf any codd nighis....they befonged to Gabo! Spare

time was spend edithen swimming af a rearby beach on {{shing 4§01 crays at
which we becane rather adept,usding the yabbie fechnique of meal on a Afadng
and a spear sdmifax to the natdive Apgar used in the SWPA.

Travel fo the Bay was an expenience in itself, and the nefurn trdip on a
Seturday night was ever more exciiing - or frdighlening. Waking up nrext
metning {n ond's bunk was quite a pleasure!

In the 1950'4s 1 made a frip afong the Greal Ocean Road from Warrtnamboof

to the Cape. The noad had improved a bit and the xroad to the Bay had been
aftened. 1 viasdted the site whexe the camp had been....{T was overgrowd,
and was the aeniaf system for the Depeafment of Civil Aviation, and was

a 'no go' area.

The bighthouse i4 no Longen a wornking Light, and the buifdings are now,
tike cther fighthouses, a rathen expensive B and 8 facility. A couple

of yeans ago I visited the Gueen Cape £ighthouse {mext one nonth from Gabo)
and the heepex tofd me that the manned fights have been replaced by fess
powenjut semote Eights which requize minimaf waintenance, and shipping
now waes the GPS for navigation.

Monnde, 1'm sonny 1 cannoi provide more dingo, bul perhaps this £{ttfe bit
coufd be o missding £ink. 1 hope (% hefps...and 1 hope the bookfel Turns
out well.

Pon Parncutt.

I left Radar School in June '43 and went to 47 RS at Geraldton, and in

March 44 to 325 RS which was then up near Marble Bar in N# Aust. In December
'44 we moved the unit to the eastern states to form up with other sections

af the RAAF, and on May 2nd. we left Brisbane for Morotai and then later

to the landings in North Bornec.

About a week after the war ended, a couple of us were posted out of the

unit in Miri, North Borneo, a lot earlier than the others, and at that
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time there were so many awaiting discharge that it cowidn’t all be handled
gtonce, and in my case I was re-posted to 13 Radar. So my association with
Otway was. for a few months only, from about September to December 1945.

At that time the Doover was only being switched on every now and then by
the Radar Mechanics, and as far as I can remember I never operated it.

My memories are mainly of trips into Apollo Bay in a canvas covered truck
where the DMT revelled in switching the ignition on and off whilst on the
move, so creating a lot of backfirimg noises. Apart from the few laughs
that this engendered, it was also our method of notifying the Bay people of
our arrivals and departures.

After being in places like 20 miles from Marble Ear and the Bornec jungles
for a couple of years, trips in to the Bay were a comparative heaven. Small
township though it was, it still had a cafe, milk bar and a 9 hole golf
course. This latter was no great attraction, but some of us tried our

hand at the game in the company of some of the local girls. There was the
occasional dance and one night the locals staged a concert - a mixture

of under—developed talent and a few over-developed egos!

The Post Office was run by a Mr. and Mrs. O'Dwyer, (Ithink) and when they
tock a holiday there was a relieving Post Mistress by the name of Mary.

She was a charming girl and she and I went out together sometimes, the
friendship lasting beyond Bpollo Bay, although when she returned to her
home town somewhere near Mildura we lost touch.

Scme of the girls we saw at the dances and in the milk bar were names 'Jones.'
It seems that the then small population ofthe town were all related cne
way or another, because when an elderly lady died, nearly everyone went

to the funeral. One of the Jones girls told me that the deceased was just
about everybody's grandmother!

Well, so far ny recollections seem to have been mostly social ones which

as you can see, relate to the time I was there with little or no work on
the Doover. Also in September to December the weather was improving, althcugh
down at the Cape it could be quite cold, even then.

We had fairly comfortable quarters with sheets on the beds, a luxury only
experienced once before on an American landing ship; and the food and the
Cook at No. 13 were reasonably good.

Of the personnel I have no real recollections. A few were like me - they
hadn't been there very long. One I remember was a student of theology,

and he would sit outside looking towards the ccean while reading the Bible.
His intention was to be a minister in the C of E, as he said it offered

'a career and a place in society.' Another was Les Corbin - we lived close
to each other, and when we met as neighbours, 1 remembered his name, and
we eventually realised we had been at 13 RS at the same time.

Morrie, if this little bit of my memory (hopefully still fairly accurate)
is of any help, I will be very pleased. If you think there's something
I may know about, kindly let me know and I will try tc jaze up the old
grey matter again.

Jim Patienson.

Gfad to know you arne atiff emdeavouring fo heep kadax on the map wiih
tnjormative bookas.

Affhough T was attached to 13 RS, if was noil untif the war was ovexr, and Then
enty fox about four months. So, unfortunatefy, I'm unable Lo provide any
reaf information about the astation.

However, fon what it is wonth, 1 can provide some personat anecdotes which
of counse invofue others or the unit at the time. 1 have waitlen my auto-
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biogaaﬁhy which basically necafls the intenesiing episodes during my service
days which 1 theught were woath necording. Aftached is an extract faom

the book which may be used as you wish.

The ondy other iiem 1 necalf wene days off duty when we were abfe te gei

a €44t on the unil vehicle inte Apoffo Bay where we were wefcome fo make
ounsebves at home at the ABC Cafe. A very gfrdiendly association had obvioustfy
been buift up over fime between the Unit personnel and the proprietonrs.

They had three daughters of a suditable age to be of <interesi which may

have been fthe saiginal attraction. 1 befieve that afier the waxr one of

them marnied cne of the chaps. 1 feaxned how te make a malted mifk and

when busy 1 actualby senved in the shop,

Anothen aftraction was the fLocal pictune theafre fo which the ginks were
escorted. Afsc there was a 9 hote golf counse which nequired some negotiation.
Through a fence, over a xoad, and around some hazards teft behind by the

Locak Livestock. Stild it was atf good fun.

Moandie - this does not sound Like war-fime sexvice, but more £ike a hotiday.
However, the wat was over and aff we wanted was to go home. T4 the stordes
axe of any vafue, you can uase any or fusl consdign ‘em fo the bin. Bud

I have enfoyed rnefdving the momenis whife wiiting of them.

Extract from the autobicghaphy cf Jim Patierson.

The wat in the SWPA was over ai the beginning of September, but at the
end of the monih 1 was taansfenxed fo 13 Radar [from 14 RS) With ancthex
cofleague T sed off Lo walk back to the horsefines at Tidaf Rivex.

We thought we woufd be cleven and fake a shoni cut sfnaight acnoss the
swamp area but this was not such a goed {dea. I sank down Lo the waist

in the mire which was bitterfy cofd, and 1 stanted Lo cramp.

Fortunatety 1 managed fo get ouf and was pleased to make the camp. They
tofd us that they had recentfy Lost a hoase in the same area. 1 know

1 did not feet well af the start of the fadip {in the back of the tauck and
even wonse on arnival at Fostea Lo caich the train.

Things setifed down on the trip to Mefbourne and on to Geelong. Hewever,
aftex Lravelling the unsealed dcean Road between Geefong and Apoklo

Bay 4in the near seat of a passenger coach compfete with its pediol fumes,
I did not feef very wefé on arnival. On enterding the bus depot to await
transpont to the camp, we were greefed by a pleasant young fady who
Adkently pointed to a targe Adgn behind henr on The watf which sadd -
"Smife, damn you, Smife." This broke the ice and 1 did amife. I have
made use of that phrase many times adnce then.

The Radan Station was situated at the Lighthouse, 40 we wene then treated
to another winding thinty mie tndip in the near of a covened tauck.

ALL this suffernding and the war was ovenr!

Ge did have some fight-heanted moments at Apokio Bay.

A clarndinetist, a fLautisl, anothenr cofleague playing my coxnet and me

on an {mprovised sef of drums made from hiichen utensdifa...and we had

a jazz band. We nang the girl on the fefephone exchange who plugged

us An to alf the fLocaf ginfs and we gave a recitaf over the phone.

A group of us ael off with some of the Locaf giads 1o Cofac for a party
which went a bit fate. After delivernding ouxr fady frdends we arndved

back at camp at 5 a.m. and T had 2o be on duty at 6 a.m. Quite diffdcudt
to wafch a nadar screen fon s4x houxs affer not having been to bed

and on an empfy stomach. Jusl as welf the war was ovex.

In November 1 had some daya' Leave and sei off home gn the fuggage carriex
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of a moton eyefe with. Stan Green who fived near ws af Upwey. An aiiempi
to make ¢ cushion with spomges from the beach wad not very successfuf

as afler the finat few bumps they just compacted {nto a hard fump.  The
£ong £nip home panticulardy over the unmade connugated road as far as
Geefong did nothing for my poaterion.

Whikat home the CEBS Annual Raféy was held in the Metbounne Town Hali
atlended by the Governon Genenal, the Duke of Gloucester, and 1 managed

Lo obtain an {invitation. 1t was then bach ¢ Apollo Bay untif the 17th.
January when I came home on pre-discharge Feave. My officiaf discharge
date was 314, January 1946 having served fust fen days over three yeans.

Ron Kesats,

It's hard to recall so long ago, but I do remember the station, the trip to
the Bay and so on. 1 was sent to 13 RS from Wilson's Prom. due to sickness,
and I stayed there for about & year [ think. While there, I had 3 or 4

trips to Heidelberg Hospital by ambulance because of malaria which I guess
stopped me from being posted north again, much to my regret.

A silly little story....one npight while having a few drinks in the cookhouse,
somebody spiked my drink For a joke - but I went beserk and brake Jjust
about everything 1 could lay my hands on, though 1 did not knaow I had done
s0.

Next day the boys had a great laugh, and I had to repair what I had knocked
around. They told me this and that and had greal fun at my expense...but

1 managed to laugh myself.

When 1 went to hospital with malaria, they would give me three weeks leave
which I did appreciate but of course 1 would have appreciated not having
malaria.

1 do feel thet I can remember you the more 1 jog my memery.

Many years ago [ drove to Adelaide via the Coast road, and called inta

the Cape just to remember, but the place was bare, though the concrete
Doover was still there, but that was all of course.

Sorry I can't give you much more, but it was nice to think you did remember
me. By the way, 1 still looked like a yellow man because of the atebrin
when I gaot warried,




THE 13 RS 'ROMEO.'

Des was one of the several newly arrived and duly instructed
young operators from Radar School and duly posted to 13 RS -
these postings usually lasted only a couple of months before

the young op was posted north.

Des might well have been called the Camp Romeo, for he obviocusly
thought himself irresistible. He was soon attempting to charm

a local lass, travelling into the Bay where she worked whenever
the opportunity presented itself.

One night we were all waiting to return to the camp - we were

on the truck under the rear canopy. Somehow our Romeo was still
holding hands with his girl friend - his hand thrust down between
the canopy and the side panel, with Romeo cblivious to everything
except the electricity of love passing from boy to girl,

Along came Bernie, the hard case of the camp, who recognized

the embarassed pgirl, and tock in the unusual situation at a
glance. Smoothly he slipped his hand into Romeo's thus freeing
the obviously relieved girl, then giving Des a thrill as he
delicately and deliciously tickled his way up and down Des's

hand and forearm,

"She's a bit of all right" was Des's verdict a1l the way out to
the camp....and just would not accept the truth when told he'd
been holding hands with the camp's irrepressible and madcap
corporal.

HERERARSLE SRS

An impression of an engine room entrance.
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FROM RADAR SCHOOL TO 13 RADAR. Ken Nice.

I'm afraid I cannot help much as 13 RS was my first posting after Radar
School at Richmond and T was indeed an 18 year—old rookie at the time which
is now 57 years ago.

13 Radar was very isolated at Cape Otway and my stay there was from March
to July 1944 - about 4% months - after which I was posted to 1 PD prior to
departure to 105 FCU in Darwin in the August of the same year.

During my stay at Cape Otway not much happened unfortunately., T can't for
the life of me at the moment even remember the gear we operated! ! except
that it was electrically operated and had to be tied down on many occasions
due to high winds. It was a bleak place in the winter, and apart from trying
te train rookies like myself, was mostly staffed by personnel who had returned
from a tour of duty in the Darwin Area or perhaps New Guinea,

The Otway lighthouse was nearby, also a small number of Naval ratings, but

we never saw them much as radar stations at the time were off-limits to
anyone other than authorised personnel.

I can remember learning to play snooker etc. to pass the time, and sometimes
being allowed to go rabbit shooting with 303 rifles if the WOD was feeling

in a good meod. On one of these excursions we came across an old grave
absolutely in the middle of nowhere and then found the graves of very young
children who perhaps had been shipwrecked somewhere along the coast back

in the 1800's.

We often had a day's leave in Apollo Bay which was a delightful little town
at the time, but T haven't been down that way for some years now.

I do apologise for the lack of information on my part concerning 13 RS as

I must admit I now cannot recall the name of any one of the other chaps down
there though I can see their faces in my mind's eye so to speak.

ladgs s s vitizsd

e———
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