;Q_Q \Juﬁ»va

K sejelad

T4
EXMOUTH RADAR

STORY.

J10RS; 31RS; 161RS: 155RS.

"
!

— h‘_ — . h..-:. K “ = N :g_‘:‘_‘_‘ll._- —{'

= el et TN
-"‘“:--"--s—:_ e " "31F Radax, Noxth wesi Cape, Exmoutk, W.A.
;’* —— T~ e (Later emmbue& 31 Rada;l.l
s e CA—————

COMPILED BY MORRIE FENTON.







T4
EXMOUTH RADAR

STORY.

J10RS; 31RS; 161RS; 155RS.

The Noath West Cape and Exmouth Gulf region {in Gestern Australia
became a strafegic area in Wonlfd Wax 11. An American submarine
fuclling base was established in the guff with supporting Australian
forces - an ait base wes maintained at Lestmonth fo provide the
profection of an Australian {ightenr squadron until 1943, after which
Spitfire aquadrons were on cafl from othen bases. And the cape
became the landfall and {irst port of call fon the fenuous ainr £ink
achoas the Indian Ocean from Ceylon and India to Australia,

The cape and {ts Pighthouse must also have been a significant
navigetional fandmark for both ALfied and enemy naval units - and
ain force units - as they turmed south towands Perth, orn northwands
to the war zones.

Four RAAF Radan Stations guarded the atea over a period of three
years. Two were destroyed by a cycfone - two wene destroged by fine -
nevertheless during the cnitical years of the wat, an almost copstant
watch was maintained to the highest fradifions of RAAF Radar.

This iy The Exmouth Radan Story - 310 RS, 31 RS, 1&1 RS and 155 RS -
all Located at Notth West Cape nean the Veaming Head Pighthouse which
was then an 'active service area in a southenn Location.'

The histony necords only brieffy the station expfoits at othex
Locations. Hopefully, by making it onfy the Exmouth ateny

of thein senvice, i wilf prove of gemenal and Locaf interest, rathen
than being mexely an enlarged unit histony,
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FOREWORD.

Moxnie Fenton has hindly asked me to write a Forewond

to his Exmouth Radar Story. T was posfed fo this area
in August 1944 and saw service there uniif November 1945
as Commanding Officer of Ne. 31 learfien No. 310) Aix
Warning radar station and afso Ne. 155 G.C.1. [Ground
Contnolled Infercepfion) radar after the unfjortunate
death of its Commanding Officen, Flight Lieuteneant K.N.
Drummond, 1 came %o know this isofated area quite welf,

Monrdie has produced a most interesting account of the
nadar slations in the Exmouth Gulf arca which fittingly
has rewarded his painstaking nesearch inte documents and
archives, and his persistence in tracking down and obtain-
ing accounts from those ALIEL available to refate them
aften {ifiy yeans. Littfe did 1 then think that such an
aceount would eventuate from what many of us negarded as

a hatsh Lsolated environment in which fo serve our countiy.
It was and stiL€ is a focation of strategic importance.

Morrde s to be congratufated fon his effort fo capture this
histeny before it is Lost,..and 1 commend The Exmouth

Radan Story Lo those who stiff have memory of those yeans
and others who have the interest, enthusiasm and desire

to fearn something of the earfy application of then seenet
equipment to the defence of Austrafia in such {solated

and seenet focations.

L.T.Malempre.
B.E.|Hons.}, B.Ee., B.A.
Melbouxne, May, 1994.
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THE EXMOUTH RADAR __STORY.

PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENENTS.

Station Dianies have proved notordousby unhelpfuf to those seehing

1o extract a sfony from thein 50 year old pages. Some Diaries axe
non-existent even - some just non historical. Pages are misaing.
maybe even months are missing. Some axe just a visitons' book, others
a statistical on technicaf record onfy. ALL ane faded on iffegible,
with the minimum of human interest. In actual fact, really good hist-
onical information is rare indeed in station necords.

Fou all those reasons, 'The Exmouth Radar Stony,' §inst edited from

the Diandies, then brought to £ife with the nich memonies off men who
senved on the stafions, {s a story fan mone comprehensive and descriptive
than the wsual Radarn unit histony.

Then add the incomparable Digty cemments of C.0. Biff Tucker, which,io
contradict me, are so nefreshing, deseriptive and enfertaining, and

'The Exmouth Radar Stony' becomes a regionaf Radar picture not attempted
bedore. A sefection of photographs compfetes the piature.

It {8 my hope that this stony afso makes a unique addifion o the
Local histony of the Exmouth region.

The sources for this story have been:

The AS0 Diaries of 310 RS.
161 RS.
155 RS.
31 RS.
The Personal Memories of Wal Cornish 161 RS.
Bill Hoiberg 161 RS.
Lou Malempre 31 RS.
Gordon Mills 155 RS.
And the A50 Diary comments of H.E. (Bill) Tucker 31 RS.

Photos - RAAF Radar Pictorial LI (Bill Babb and Alan Browne) and Gordon Mills.
Also from Lou Malempre and Denis Holmes.

Personnel - The lists of Personnel of 310 RS and 161 RS at time of formation
were supplied by the Air Force 0Office, Department of Defence.

Compiled by Morrie Fenton.
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FURTHER RADAR READING.,......

For almosi fifty years, the fascinating
Atory of Austxalian Radar has remained
unrecorded, and something of a myatery.

Howevexr, aince the Canbeara Radar Reunion

in 1988, a sexies of aelated histories

and picforials have been produced, the
parincipal five books being the {ixat

five tisted befow. And theae will be more !

[ I A A
RADAR VARNS, Edifed by Noam Smith and Ed Simmonds.
MORE RADAR YARNS. Edited by Ed Simmonds,
PICTORIAL 1 [Overseas) Noam Smith and Ed Simmonds,
PICTORIAL T1 (Mainland) Moarie Fenton, Nowm Smith

and Ed Simmonds_
PICTORIAL 111 An Afbum of ALL Axeas.
i Monnde Fenton and Ed Simmonds.
The books Eisted above are obtainable {rom:
Ed Simmonds,
2/13 Cromer Count.
BANORA POINT 2486,

THE STORY OF 319 RADAR, Atlan Fenguason.
154 RADAR TRUSCOTT. Mornie Fenton.
327 RADAR BROOME. Moxnie Fenton,
RADAR SKETCHBOOK. Mornie Fenton.
THE RADAR COUNTRY

SKETCHBOOK. Mornie Fenton.
SECRET ACTION OF 305, Noam Smith and Frank Coghfan.
A SAGA OF ACHTEVEMENT. G/C E.R.Halfl [Retined)
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INTRODUCTION TO THE EXMOUTH RADAR STORY.

Four RAAF Radar stations were set up at North West Cape on the Exmouth
Gulf, W.A., during World War II. These four stations were located at five
different sites, and were identified by four statien numbers.

310 RS was the first. It was an Air Warning (AW} Transportable station
erected close to the Vlaming Head lighthouse, which had been a cape land-
mark since 1912. 310 RS and its neighbour 314 RS along the coast at Onslow
came on air at much the same time in January and February 1943, and these
two stations gave effective long range radar cover for the Allied war bases
established in the area, particularly the American submarine refuelling base.

In June 1944, 161 RS arrived. This was a Light Weight Ground Control (LW/GCI)
station, sent probably to control fighter cover assembling at POTSHOT (Lear-
month) as land based air cover for a large Allied navel force which formed

up at the gulf before moving north. 161 RS flew in from Truscott, and

was first set up at the Learmonth air strip, but quickly moved on to the
North West Cape area where the station was erected on the flat, low ground in
east of the lighthouse, After only a few days, the station was accidentally
deatroyed by fire, and 161 RS disappeared from the scene as quickly as

it had appearad.

Two months later in August, 155 RS arrived by road, apparently to replace
the burnt out station. This unit was a Mk. V GCI station, a large mobile
type, English gear mounted in large International trucks; and these were
set up on the previous 161 site, east of the lighthouse, ard adjoining
the small local eirstrip which the radar men constructed east of the
lighthouse area.

Meanwhile, on July ist, 1944, 310 RS had been instructed to change its
station number to 31 RS, which brought it into line with the number series
allotted to AW Transportable stations. (At the same time at Fenton, N.T.,
the historic 31 RS, now equipped with new LW/AW gear for overseas service,
changed to 310 RS, the 300 series being for light weight stations. So the
two stations effectively changed numbers.)

In February 1945 when a fierce cyclone devastated the Exmouth region, 31 RS
and 155 RS were virtually destroyed. 31 RS was beyond repair, but was quick-
ly replaced with an LW/AW which retained the station number. This was erected
at a new location a short distance from the old. 155 RS was alowly repaired,
but the station was not called on to operate again on a regular schedule,

and was disbanded eight months later in Gctober.  The npew 31 RS, naw a Light
Weight Air Warning station (LW/AW) again sustained severe cyclone damage
almost a year later, then was destroyed by fire shortly afterwards. The
station was disbanded in February, 1946.

The role of the Exmouth stations was to give parly warning cover to the
Exmouth Gulf area, also ground control for fighter cover should this be
necessary. A further important role was to cover the approaches of the
overseas air route which had its first landfall at the Learmonth air base,
fram where the planes proceeded on to Sydney or Perth after refuelling.
This air traffic increased significantly immediately the war ended.

This history concentrates principally on the Exmouth life of the four
stations, so making it a local history as well as a radar history. Perhaps
by so doing, it will answer some of the guestions aroused by the gaunt
remains of the old station at Exmouth - the skeleton remains of 31 RS,
still there in 1994 near the Vlaming Head lighthouse,

LI B
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RAAF RADAR AT VLAMING HEAD.

Above; )
The Lighthouse quantens at Viaming Head aften the cyclone.

The buifding was vacant when the RAAF artdived, and was wied as

sbeeping quartens, ondenfy room/office, sigrafs room and medi-

cal noom fon 31 RS, and for 155 RS after the cycfone of 2/2/1945.
Belfow;

The 155 RS Dodge weapon carnrier was the finst vehicle fo

escape grom the devastated area after the ayclone.




CHAPTER !, 310 RS, NORTH WEST CAPE, W.A. JANUARY 1943,

12.1.1943. A party of efeven airmen undexr the command of Pifot Officer
C.R.Meckefburg (A6601) annived af the present site and
commenced insfaffatfion of equipment,

This brief Diary entry is the first record of the early history of the
Exmouth Radar Stations. There is no entry telling of the Formation of

310 RS, where it first assembled or how the firast party travelled to
Exmouth, or the North West Cape. The men would have had the responsibility
of installing the Transmitter and Receiver, probably also the Wireless
Telegraphy equipment, for when they arrived at the station site, construc-
tion of the camp was well in hend. This was being attended to by 22

AWC workers and tradesmen, and their tasks would have included the
construction of the control tower, the installation of the heavy aerial,
the power units, the Mess, and ablutions.

The tasks associated with setting up a station were quite numerous, taking
two or three weeks at least to settle in properly and to come on air.

First priority was an adequate water supply, then the enforcement of camp
hygiene, and the drawing of stores and rations sa that the all-important
cook could be comfortably installed in his kitchen. Then came the matter
of finding sufficient wood fuel se that the big stove could be fired up.
Meanwhile, the technical groups were seeking out their places - the motor
transport and diesel generators, the wireless telegraphy, their schedules
and reporting to the Zone Filter Centre at Broome; and the Radar equipment
needed testing, calibrating, and fine tuning, In addition to all these
tasks, the somewhat more mundane jubs such as the sleeping quarters,

the Orderly Room and C.0.'s gquarters and the Mess were all attended to

as the station prepared to begin its work. All these problems, and others,
would have immediately confronted the eleven good men who first accompanied
their C.0. to the station site.

Lou Malempre, who later was to become C.0. of the station, recently made
these observations which are guite relevant: Apparentfy one of the
reasons fion having the Radar there was fo cover the American submarine
base at what was then caffed 'Potshot.' The base was transferned to
Fremantfe with the mother ship, the USS PELIUS. Aftenr the Japanese had
bombed the base a few times bedore 1 gof there, submarines sLiff wied

the place to top up with diesel fuef zeﬁone goding out to sink Japanese
ships funthen afield. They were veny fange ccean godng vessels alf painted
a Light blue. Apparently the mother ship was vitaf to the whoke openation,
and when the Japanese bombed the place it cleared out to Albany and Latex
moved back to Fremantle. Thene was wsuafly a smatl tanker anchored off
Pofshot fo provide the diesef fuef. This base was supposed to be secred,
but the Japanese knew about it. The base was sfadfed with Us Navy staff
and consisted of several igloc type huts near a jetdy, We had Little fo
do with them.

And (the station] was not at Noath West Cape but cfose by, a few mifes
away on the peninsufa, on the noxthesn end of Cape Range, cfose by the
Lighthouse at Viaming Head. We were very much in Westean Anea, and had
nothing te do with Nonth Western Atea. The radius of defection was about
200 mifes, at feast faom the efevated site at Viaming Head. VEaming
appanently was an early Dulch navigaton who sighted the head and 40 his
name &8 recorded. He probabfy sighted it nean the end of the seventeenth
centuny, From the Radar Lowen and the fighthouse, we had a good view of
the surf breaking on what is now calfed Ningafoo Reef.

The Transmitten and Receiver wene housed in a permanent sthucture, wedd
camouffaged, and the aerial system was mounted on structunal steel angfes

1



and turned by an eleciric motor. Because of this arrangement, if was
catled an 'AW Taanaponiable’ station. Why transportabfe 1 do nol know
because it was quite a permanent set-up,

At this time, January 1943, the Vlaming Head lighthouse apparently was

not 1it, and the lighthouse quarters were empty - so the RAAF moved in,
using the quarters for sleeping, and for the Orderly Rocom and C.0.'s
quarters. The separate Mess and camp area was constructed some distance
away to the west of the lighthouse.

The new Commanding Officer, though at the time a lowly Pilot Dfficer, came
with some little experience from 14 RS at Wilson's Promontory {which exper-
ience was to be rewarded in due time with the rank of Squadron Leader),
and by the end of January his station was shaping up quite well with a
Massey Ferguson tractor, and a GMC tender on strength, not to mention

the 26 men who had now gathered at the station. And already there had
been many Army, Air Force and USN visitors to the new unit - an invasion
which was to increase almost tou flood status through the coming months.
Indeed, with the dearth of reports on station activity, personnel and
technical details in the ASD Station Diary, it appears toc be a splendid
record of visitors, with little else recorded.

Early in February, the new unit had its first distinguished visitor of

note -~ Air Commodore R.J.Brownell, DFC, and Air Officer Commanding Western
Ares - who over the next few years was to make many visits to the station:

( indeed his successor, A/C Wilson, later spent one Christmas Day at 31 RS.)
Midmonth & party from the 11 Mobile Fighter Sector, then at Yanrey (Death
Valley) arrived for a few days, and the Diary continues as a visitors' book
rather than as a record of station activities, Nevertheless, the impression
gathered is thaet there were several Army installations in close vicinity,
probably A.A., searchlight ete., and by late March as calibration tests

were being carried out, 310 RS must have been operating,

Two 18 pounder guns arrived an 29th. March, in the charge of Sgt. Horsnell
and Lance Sgt. Yeomans - these were installed near the unit, and usually
the men formed part of the gunerew - and with 'Morale very good,' the station
appeared to be fully operational by the snd of March.

(Although no enfny in fhe Diary mentions the accident, Squadron Leadenr 'Bluey’
Tauscott, then in command of 76 Squadron at Learmonth |Potshot) was
tragically kilfed at Exmouth on 28%th, March, hitting the waten whife escont-
ing in a Catafina,)

The picneer of RAAF Radar, Wing Commender A.G.Pither visited the unit on
2nd. April, and left the next day. A short visit, but one which can only
be described as a notable distinction for station 310 - few stations were
g0 honoured. The remainder of the month was distinguished by a continuous
stream of Army and Air Force visitors, with other notable guests being
Captain J.Eggleston of M.V.KOCLINDA, Lieutenant Commander Johnson of the
U.5.N., and F/Lt. Kerville of 76 Squadron - who all arrived at the

station by launch.

An Air Raid Alert wss sounded at 12 noon on 29th,, with the All Clear
sounding at 12.15 hours.

On 12th. May, a practice shoot with live ammunition was cerried out with
the 18 pounders, the target being the wreck of 5.5.MILDURA, just north

of the cape. Three hits were scored. and. Major Moseley, 0.C. of 4th. Heavy
A.A.Battery, expressed his satisfaction with the results of the practice
shoot.



At 2244 hours on 20th. May, a Yellow Warning was sounded followed by a
Red at 2300 hours. Enemy aircraft were hesrd passing over the camp as
they continued towards Potshot where they were engaged by Anti Aircraft
fire. Only one bomb was dropped. Again the next night at midnight an
Air Raid commenced at 0020 hours with the planes passing over Mindaroo
and Yanrey until Potshot was reached where a stick of bombs was dropped.
A fighter gave chase, indicating that at least one 76 Squadron pilot was
still on the job at Learmonth, but there was no result - and no damage
from the bombs either,

The morale and discipline of the men was good during the raid.

On 4th. June, Pilet Officer R.M.0'Hanlon arrived from Radar School to take
over command of the unit. The actual changeover was effected ten days
later on the i4th., when Flying Dfficer Meckelburg departed for 4B RS at
Jurien Bay W.A.

A/C. Brownell, AOC Western again visited on the 20th., and two days later
heavy machine gun fire was heard, and flares seen near Yardie Creek. To
protect the camp against the possibility of attack, reinforcements arrived
from Potshot, Army and Air Force, and patrols were sent to investigate.
The source of the alert was found te be an American sub-chaser, wrecked
while on patrol. A Catalina picked up 30 survivors, but one Ensign
missing was presumed drowned.

July proved & rather unremarkable month - visitors and inspections only
are noted in the Diary, and there were 37 men on strength.

August., Many visitors, Army, Air Force and civilian came to the station
this month, but the outstanding event proved to be the completion of the
small unit airstrip on the 18th., permitting guick communication and some
transport by air between the Radar at Vlaming Head and the Learmonth base.
The strip was capable of handling aircraft up to the size of Ansons and
Dragons, but the most frequent visitor over the coming months was a Tiger
Moth from Learmonth.

And the term RADAR was now officially adopted:- until this month the term
Radio Birection Finding (RDF) had been used.

Early in September, Mr. L.S.Hogan, camoufleur of the Department of Home
Security, and accredited to the RAAF, arrived at the station from Onslow,
and as he was attached to 310 RS for the next six weeks, it would seem

that at this time the Control Tower, or Doover, of the big AW Transportable
was camouflaged. Lou Malempre described the work: The Radar was onigin-
ally sunnounded by a high wooden walf with sandbags in befween the walls.
11 came up abouil to the ffoor whene the efectric motor was mounted fo funn
the aeniaf, Oven the Lol was wire metting covered with spinifex for camou-
ffage purposes. A Vickens gun was mounted nof dar from the aeniaf, hope-
tufly o cover the track up facing away from the sea, The othex side
facing the sea was a vertical cliff which ran afong the front of the hiff
past the Lighthouse.

Pilot Officer Balfe, Commanding Officer of 328 Radar at Wallal Downs,

also visited the unit this month and stayed one night.

Another Air Raid occurred at midnight on the 15th,, with 3 to 5 hostiles
approaching from the North Fast to fly over Potshot. No bombs were dropped,
but two bombing runms were made over Onslow. The raiders were tracked over
a total distance of 325 miles. There was no panic, and discipline was
good.

At the end of this month there were 43 men on strength.



October was proceeding quietly with the usual visitors and inspections
until the 12Zth. when an Army vehicle caught fire about three miles from
the camp, and the flames spread to the spinifex. Fanned by quite a strong
wind, the fire quickly increased in size and travelled towards the Radar
camp, but the unit personnel were able to extinguish the flames and subdue
the fire.

Mr. Hogan the cemoufleur, his job completed, departed on the 19th, and

on the 23rd., A/C. Brownell the ADC Western arrived by Anson with a small
party and departed the same day.

November also proved a quiet month with visits from Canteen, Signals and
Accounts officers. Ancther fire was discovered about three miles away,
burning on & half mile front, and a party from the unit was again able
to control and extinguish it,

December 1943, A few visitors only - one being a Wing Commander from RAAF
Headquarters who with his party had come to inspect Works and Buildings,
The year ended with 40 men on the unit,

January 1944 - and the Commanding Officer, Flying Officer 0'Hanlon left
on three weeks'leave. Pilot Officer Hickman assumed temporary command
of the unit. Later in the month, a trial shoot with the beach guns was
arranged, and a high ranking party of Army officers arrived - Brigadier,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Captain.

February saw the return of the Commanding Officer, after which Pilot Officer
Hickman departed to take temporary command of 325 Radar at Corunna Downs.

On the 21st., a small concert party of four attended, probably a musical
qroup.

March. Early in the month, G/C. Eaton and a party of North Western Area
officers visited the unit, possibly in relation to the movement of fighter
aircraft down towards Perth from the Darwin area, These returned on the
24th. Mr. Hogan the camoufleur again visited and stayed for two weeks.

At 1515 hours on the 22nd., a fire broke out in the mechanics'tent next

to the operations room. The fire was extinguished in thirty minutes, but
a tent and some equipment was destroyed.

On April ath., Mr. Hogan the camoufleur departed, and the Western Ares
Canteen Officer and Messing Officer called on inspection, The AOC Western
Area again arrived at the unit with a party of officers, evidently by Anson
aircraft.

And at the end of the month & party of Army officers arrived by air from
Corunna Downa with a trial shoot of the 18 pounder beach guns being
arranged as a8 conseguence.

In May the GCI station, 167 Radar arrived from Potshot where it had first
been set up, and 310 Radar provided Mess arrangements and accommodakion
for the technical crew which asccompanied the equipment. This was on

May 11th. At 1610 hours on 16th., 161 Radar was destroyed by fire. An
investigation was carried out the next day by the Signals officer from
Potshot, and the 161 men departed with the remains of their station to
return to Radar Wing at Darwin.

On the last day of the month, an unidentified plane was abserved on
reconnaisance over the area. The aircraft was presumed Hostile, and a Red
was sounded. The All Clear came an hour later, This was the month when the
Spitfires moved down from Darwin to cover the assembling of a large fleet.



Lou Malempre arrived at the cape about three months after the fleet left
the gulf, but he knew of the operation:-Befere I got there appatently a
Large fleet with the battPeship RICHELIEU as fLagship anchored in Exmouth
Gulf and went up fo the Dutch East Indies and bombarded some target(s).
Exmouth Gulf was reganded as a strategic Location, The fighthouse was
ae-activated whife this 4feef was there. Possibly this is when 161 Radar
was there but I did not hean of it. 1 did hear they had a Spitfire aquad-
4on at Potshol fo give some covenage fon the {feet and the odd one visited
the rough strip neat the Radan at the time.

June proved a most unremarkable month with various visitors only.

July proved more noteworthy because a change was noted in the events record-
ed in the Diary - for the first time, some sircraft plotting and station
persannel received mention, which makes for a little more historical content.
On the 4th., a Skymaster, or C54 was plotted to 163 miles, which indicates
the station was performing well.

Thenon the 4th., a signal was received from Western Ares Headquarters advis-
ing that the station had been renumbered as from 1.7.44.....the station
would henceforth be 31 RS,

And a new Gun I/C replaced Sgt. Dewar after 10 months - the new man was

Sgt. V.L.Smith. Also an entry on the 25th, indicates that a QANYAS Liberator
was tracked to 145 miles.

August proved to be guite eventful, for on the 1st., a DHB4 landed at the
Radar strip with a cinema operator and his gear, and the station was trested
to its first picture shew. And on the 7th., 155 RS arrived by motor convoy
comprising 13 vehicles - an impressive spectacle. Their tents were pitched
around the Mess which they then shared with 31 RS.
Now about 155 RS. T do not know why it was sent there. Possibly they had
aome idea of another naval astrike from Exmouth Guff, but this did not even-
tuale during my time. American, some Dufch and British submanrines continued
1o use Potshot as a staging poni,
155 RS was el up in what would be the ffat axea near the V.L.F. fowenrs
on the map neatby the rough airnstnip. It consisted of @ transmitien fruchk
in an Internationaf vehicfe, a necediver fauck fn a simifar vehicle, two
separate power traifens with Listen diesel genenatons, and aenial system
mounted on & Bofors gun chasis. The transmitien was an Engfish COL type,
of 120 Kw peak pufse power operafing nean 200 Mhz. The receiver was also
of the COL fype and comprised two units sdide by side, one bzing the Plan
Position Tndicafon, and the other bedng an 'A' scan display with a horizont-
al time base and the ability to split the aerial beam which, noting the
refative sizes of the same echo when split, enabled one to assess the height
of the targefs, very necessary if one wanfed one's own fightens to intencept
them. Tts xange, from memory, was gbout 100 mifes as being an intexception
Radar, it penformed a different function fo the AW Long range Radax.

{Lou Mafempre)
On the 11th., The ADC Western arrived by Tiger Moth - possibly checking
on the arrival of 155 RS - and two days later on 13th., Flying Officer
Malempre arrived to take over the station.
T took ovexr {rom Dick O'Hanfon who Raten became a doctor. 1 had the wsuaf
spread of Radar mechanics, operatons, some W.T operators, a diesel mechanic,
messing staff and guards. We were quite isolated, and had some ATF Antillery
slaff fo protect us with 18 pounder guns, and we had Vickers guns on
VEaming Hlead, Brem guns, sub machine guns, niffes, grenades and gelignite.
One had to feann quickly about human nature in such a place. We were about
33 mikes nonth of 76 Openafional Base Unit at Pofshof near the American base.



By chance we wene housed betler than many othen Radans which had tents
only. We had the gener cusly dimensicned Lighthouse quafers atf the feot of
Viaming Head. The Mess was in a separate building on the seq side of
VEaming Head. The bend whene the read lsuch as it was) furned from going
nonth on the sea side 2o going south on the Exmouth Gulf side was known ai
Madmgn'a Connex, That is whene we fived. T remember an {sofated grave
nearby.

We supplemented the nations we goi from Pofshoi with such items as fish,
oysterns and tuntfes. We also had an arrangement with a rearby atation
ownex, Exie Payne, to supply us with sheep which the guards funned into
mutlon. He was some mifes auwmy at Yardie Creek station - a gendaf gent

in his eandy foxties, fiving there with his wife, young daughter, and an
efficient Chinese atockman named 'Tommy.' We also had kanganoo taif soup
and steaks at fimes. Thene wene plenty of hangaroos \eunos) and emus about.
He nan about 10000 sheep 1 think in fow rainfalf country, 1 fhink ils
average was about ten inches a yean, but that was nof regulan, The country
was mainy covened in spinifex and rathen augged.

[Lou Mafempze)

After the arrival of the new Commanding Officer and of 155 RS, routine
life continued with a couple of good plots recorded - a Skymaster en route
to India was tracked to 186 miles, and a Liberator was followed Lo a range
of 177 miles. A new grid map was installed in the operations room on
instructions from the Zone Filter Centre at Learmonth, and as has been
recorded in the story of 155 RS, a boxing competition was arranged with
disastrous results.

September beqan with one of those unusual incidents recorded in similar
fashion at a number of stations - a white flare was seen sbove 155 RS, and
ancther was seen over 31 R5. A patrol by armed guards revealed ne explanation,

but there were general suspicions at these stations tha! 'Fifth column'
was at work.
On the 16th. of the month, a cricket match was arre =n the two

Radar stations. 155 won the match, but this was to u:  pected as that
station had the larger complement. With confidence at a high level, a
combined Radar team challenged a team from 35 ZIFC, and emerged the victors.
Towards the end of the month, an inspection by an officer of the Public
Works was made regarding work to be done on the Mess and the powerhouses,

and on the last day, Warrant Officer Dickson, of 7 Com. Unit, while taking
of f from the small strip in a Tiger Moth, crashed into the scrub. Fortunate-
ly, it was a 'good crash,' for the pilot was sble to walk away from the
wreckage.

In accordance with instructions, the lighthouse was 1lit at sunset.

Uctober. The story of the illness and deeth of Flight Lieutenant Drummond,
Commanding Officer of 155 RS, has been told in the story of that unit.

On the 12th., a salvage crew arrived with suitable transport to remove

the crashed Tiger Moth; and on the 18th., F.0. Malempre, C.U. of 31 RS

and Temporary C.0. of 135 R3, flew to Learmonth for an adminisirative
conference. And on the 19th., a maintenance crew arrived to instal a

new Air to Surface Vessel {ASV) beacon.

On the last day of the month, a combined party from both Radars attended

a bushfire burning some 15 miles from the camp.

November was noteworthy because of a day spent fishing with wire nets -
a huge haul of 42 dozen fish of various sorts was made. Doubtless fish



featured on the menu of the two stations for several days.

And on the 15th., another unusual event was a singles tennis tournament,
with keen interest shown by all who took part.

December 1%44. Another year ending, but routine life continued with the
ususl visitors and inspecticns. Boring operations were being carried out
to secure a more reliable local water supply, and the presence of
unidentified surface vessels was expected. This event has alsoc been well
recorded in the story of 155 RS, and in view of evidence since obtained
from Naval records, the possibility was that the vessel was ll-boat B&2

of the German Navy, operating from Batavia.

Christmas dinner was held in the Mess at 1800 hours on Christmas Eve -

no details are recorded in the Diary, but the likelihood is that some
'extras' were provided from Welfare funds and Canteen funds - the cooks
made an extra offort, and the sergeants and £.0. waited on the men of the
unit, The Christmas season continued with a competitive beach sports
day arranged at a good surfing beach three miles down the coast. The
year ended with the film, "The Battle for China,' being shown in the Mess
at 1900 hours to all personnel.

January 1945 commenced with the entry - 'Nothing of interest oecurred.’

Camp life continued quietly until the 12th., when a competitive beach sports
day was held for members of both units, and on the i6th., A/C. Brownell

ADC Western Area arrived on ancther of his almost regular visits to the
unit,

W.T.tests between the Zone Centre at Broome and the Radar commenced on

the last day of the month, and it is recorded that there were 24 men on

the unit.

February.....came the 'Big Blow.' (Chapter 4)
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310 RS Was re-numbered 31 RS on 1st. July 1944, and Lou Malempre states
that before the tower was destroyed by cyclone, an ASY beacon was erected.
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CHAPTER 2 161 RADAR STATION MAY 1944,

161 Radar was-a Light Weight Ground Control station, (LW/GCI) Mk. 1, the
gear being modified from American equipment, technically known as the
SCR 602 16. The purpose of the portable station was to control and direct
fighter aircraft; snd the equipment wes designed to rapidly calculate
speed, height and course of target and interceptor. This in turn ensbled
the controiler - usually an officer - to direct his fighters on to an
interception course, all this being done from the consoles inside the
operations tent.
Wal Cornish described his station thus: 161 RS was aff housed in a heavily
oifed tent, Like a Dryz-a-bone. 1t was about 10 {eet square and & feet
high with small diameter pipework for a frame. The §foon was plywood. The
turntabfe was probably & feet in diameter and simifan to the LW/MW units.
Howeven, everything seemed Lighten, Lower and smaffer than the LW/AW,
Wal expressed the thoughts of many when he said: I suppose our main
concenns were 1. Where wexe we ¥

2,  Where were we going T

3. What would we ge doing ?
The station had formed up in December 1943 at Richmond, N.5.W., and in
the new year had moved up by rail through Queensland, then by road to
Adelaide River. Along the way, the men experienced the usual small
adventures of most service units, but at the pew site, after the dust
and dirt of the road across to the Northern Territory, the new camp
experience was flooding, which caused considerable concern.
At the end of April 1944, the station found itself struggling to set up
camp at the new base on Anjo Peninsula, later known as Truscott. This was
out in Kimberley country, and the 14 Mobile Works Squadron was still hard
at work finishing the airstrip and base. By this time, the men had acquired
more than a little skill in packing up and moving their portable station
in a matter of hours. Bill Hoiberg claimed that We were so expert we coufd
assemble ox dismantle {n a very shont time, in the darhness of the daxkest
night, and without the help of artificial Lighting.
So when yet another order to move was received - this time for the equipment
and technical men only, the guess was that something pretty big was on,

The unit was gquickly packed and ready for an early morning departure from
Truscott, taking off from the unfinished airstrip. This time the destinstion
proved to be POTSHOT, or Learmonth air base, near the North West Cape in
Western Australia which they reached after practically a day's flying in
the transport aircraft. As soon as they arrived, the operations tent and
gear - the Doover - was erected and assembled very quickly. B8y midnight

it was working, after which the men slept in the open alongside the tent.
At Learmonth they found that a squadron of about 40 Spitfires had assembled,
their job being to protect an Allied fleet which was expected to assemble
there.

The operators commenced their training with the Spitfires, and Bill Hoiberg
noted; Duting calibrations and test {fying with the Spitfires, 161 was
proud to be associated with Group Captain Pefexr Jefgnies, an Austrafian who
flew in the Battfe of Baitain., It was certainfy a thaifl to us 'rookies’

to observe Jeffnies and his pilots come screaming over us, do a roff, and
§2y upside down about 30 feet above the atrip. Certainfy 'Spitfires ovex
Australia' which fo my knowledge has never been tabulated. Jegfnies and
his pilots quickly taughi us afl the tricks of the frade when working with
Fighten Controf Units [FCU].

But then came another move - this time a matter of 30 miles from Learmonth
to North West Cape - probably copsidered a more favourable site for a GEI
station because of its restricted range. 0Once again the gear was packed
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and the gear dismantled ready to move.

Wal Cornish recalled: 1 xemember the diz we travelled Lo Nonth West Cape
from Potshot. We had to pass through the American submarine base camp

on our truchs and in a0 doing some dipofes wene ripped off the arxay lacrial)
when they got caught by an overhead cabfe stretched between fwo huts.
While travelling slowly along the rough bush track which took them towards
the cape and the Vlaming Head lighthouse, they were surprised to meet a
sheep farmer and his wife {probably Eric Payne from Yardie Cresk station)
who were able to describe their destination for them - and there they
eventually found 310 Radar, the big transportable station.

They eracted their tents around the existing campsite and Mess, and were
glad to clean up and eat. Work started again, and this time the Doover
was erected on the low flat ground east of the lighthouse, and over the
next day or so the set was again brought up to peak efficiency.

It was soon apparent why 161 Radar and the Spitfires were there!

Bill Hoiberg wrote: The gatheting of warships was the biggest I have evex
seen. 14 T nemember conrectéy, tﬂey took twenty foun hours to pass a given
point, and were packed {nte the Landfocked port at Exmouth Gulf for wictuaf-
£ing and onganisation,

The Allied fleet comprised capital and smaller naval ships of the Americans,
British and French, and the story circulating was that they were assembling
for a bash at Spursbaya. True or not - the task of the Spitfires and 161
Radar was to provide an effective air cover while the fleet assembled and
sailed from Exmouth.

Then.,...Disaster struck! Suddenly the Doover with its state of the art
equipment at peak efficiency was in flames, and soon was & burnt out shell
with all the sophisticated Radar gear completely ruined. Bill Hoiberg had
the opinion that during testing and adjusting, a hot soldering iron was
placed on the pipe frame, touched the oiled canvas, then in a flash came
the Flames,

A Court of Enquiry was convened....the fire was accidental...and sa after
a very short tour of duty at Exmouth, 161 Radar was on its way back to
Radar Wing at Darwin. There the unit was re-equipped, and in January
1945 embarked for service at Morotai.
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CHAPTER 3 155 RADAR STATION. AUGUST 1944.

155 RS was formed at Richmond, N.S.W., in December 1943 and first became
operational at Ash Island, Newcastle, in May 1944. It was a twin station
in every way to 154 RS - the same advanced English Mk, ¥ Ground Control
Interception equipment with a motorised aerial, the Receiver and Transmitter
being mounted in large International trucks. The two power units were
Lister diesel generators on four wheel trailers. The large rotating frame
gerial was a1s0 mounted on a 4 wheel trailer/carriage.

At Ash Island, the new 'state of the art' station was paired with 131 RS
for testing, and it is likely that WAAAF operators from 131 RS took part
in the comparing and testing operations.

Suddenly the operators were an all male crew — and movement ipstructions
were received in July, within a month or two of the destructien by fire
of 161 RS at North West Cape in Western Australia - a fact obviously not
known by the 155 men across the nation at Newcastle whers they had bequn
packing stores and spares, personal gear and technical equipment. Fheir
future destination was unknown to them,

Additional motor transport was allocated to move all the non-technical
equipment, and the Commanding Officer, F/Lt. Ken Drummond, was instructed
to have his station ready to move out on &th. July.

The convoy of technical vehicles - the Internationals and trailers - rolled
away on gth. July on a slow, quiet route to Sydney. Here the vehicles were
loaded onto the freighter,"River Glenelg," which sailed for Perth on 16th.
July., Meanwhile, the station personnel and other vehicles entrained at
Newcastle on 24th. July to cross the nation by rail to Perth, a journey
very trying and invelving many days and many chsnges of gauges. At Port
Pirie, they set off across the Nullarbor in cattle trucks, with two meals
a day, until their troop train stopped a few miles from Kalgoorlie.

Gordon Mills remembered: We had two meals pen day - at 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
The meals were prepared af the nean of the train which stopped anywhene
fon the meals, Poaxidge fon breakfast, and bufly beef for tea. Eventually
the irain stopped at a staging camp five mifes outside Kafgoonlie where
we Transferred Lo a nowmal tradn fon the overnight inip to Peath. We did
not stop at the Kafgoornlie station. Apparently the gquthonities considenred
that the heafth of the boys would be endangened by the weleome extfended to
them by the good fadies in centain estabfishments in Kalgoonlie.

155 Radar reached Perth on 29th.July, one day behind their technical vehi-
cles which had already left to travel overland on the appalling nerthern
roads to POTSHOT, at Learmonth on Exmouth Gulf.

The well known and very popular coastal steamer KOOLINDA was the wvsual

way to travel north from Perth - and by now the C.0. was aware of their
destination - so they embarked for a comfortable sea trip along the coast
to Onalow where the 314 RS C.0,, F/0 Flett and his men made them all as
comfortable as possible. A waiting convoy of vehicles then took them to
Potshot where they at last met up with their technical vehicles, which

they had last seen on site at Ash Island. But they were to find that

their trucks and equipment had suffered some damage on the trip.

Gordon glsq recalled that: ...the twarsport driven Leo Lamowit had acquired
4ix chooks, a bag of wheat and some wire netiing....he didn't fike powdered
egga!

On again te their new site at North West Cape and the Vlaming Head site of

31 RS, as the station there was now known. So one month after the unit
had left its previous location at Newcastle, and after a marathon journey
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across Australia, their Headquarters finally declared itself open on Bth.
August, with the 155 technical vehicles set up on the old 161 site.
Gordon Mills remembered that: The pensonnef of 31 Radat wene quartered in
the Lighthouse keepens' housz; thein kifchen and Mess wexre about § mile
west. Oun camp was buift around thein Mess which was apparently whene
the 161 RS men were camped. The camp area today is a parking bay with
toifet facilitiea,

And from Lou Malempre: The 155 sfaff were camped {n fents around the Meas
on the sea sdide of Vlaming Head., Because ef their proximity to the sea
they wene not allowed edectric Lights. They had an Oxdenfy Room truck

in a Chevaolet vehicfe in the same anea. They wene probably 3 to 4 mife
grom the Lighthouse quarters on the Gufg sdide of Veaming Head. So there
was not all that much fraternising befween the staff of the two Radars.
31 RS personnel wene mostly Westean and South Ausfrafians, and 155 RS
seemed Lo aff come from New South Wales , Vieteria and Queensland.

Air Commodore Brownell, the ADC Western Area, arrived a few days later

on what was probably a merale boosting visit, and for the remainder of

that first month installation proceeded steadily with test flights, calibra-
tion, vehicle levelling and communications schedules with 35 Zane Filter
Centre at Learmonth. As soon as possible, the station commenced operating
as an Air Warning station each morning while 314 RS at Dnslow and 31 RS
attended to maintenance, At other times 155 was an standby.

Towards the end of the month, a boxing competition was arranged, which

was to have disastrous results.

Gordon Mills:  When 155 Radar was formed, it appeared they must have
necuited boxing champions - we appeared to have every champion that eves
was: A0 Exnie Hofmes suggested a Boxing Contest to decide the Unit
Champion. A ning was buift and the Flying Docter arrived to referee the
f4ght. Nowm Wifson, a radar epenator, became the Champion. The Flying
Docton had a biplane with eithen 7 o 4 infine moters and a crew of thiee.
The next monning on take-off, thexe was an explosion and they crashed into
the guff. ALL three men died,

A mysterious event was recorded on the last day of the month when the
station at last became operational was the sighting of two white Fflares
near the operations site, but investigations by the guards found nothing.
At this time the unit was 50 men strong.

It soon became apparent that with sbout 100 men on the two stations, the
limited water resources at the camp were just not adequate. More water
had to be found and found quickly. Mr. Eric Payne, of Yardie Creek came
to the rescue. He made a well available, but this was 15 miles from the
camp, and & decision was made that a bore be sunk two or three miles from
the camp. Meanwhile, work progressed on establishing a telephone hook-

up fraom the Orderly Room tender to the operations site, which suggests
that the vehicles were now located near the small unit airstrip. Towards
the end of the month, some alterations to the Mess were planned alsao, as
with so many men eating there, some expansion was obviously necessary. And
the camouflage officer arrived to start the work of covering and disguising
the all too obvious technical vehicles - the Doover.

On the sperts scene, cricket, that favourite sport of most Radar stations,
had started with a match between the two stations (results not recorded)
and then a combined Radar team played a team from 76 0BU and 35 ZFC at
Learmonth.

Early in October, the Commanding Officer of 155 Radar, F/Lt Ken Drummond
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was taken sick - he had long been unwell - and arrangements were made for
him to be flown to 4 MRS at Broome for an appendectomy.

Lou Malempre remembered him : Ken boarded with me at the fighthouse quatters,
and 1 got on welf with him, He was not a weff man and in his dondition

I believe the RAAF was blameworthy in seading him to such an isolated place
with an appendix condition that gave him pain and troubfe. T aemember

he used to take paraffin oif for nelief.

Corporal Cooper was to accompsny him from Learmonth on the regular transport
flight. Accordingly a Tiger Moth landed on the small unit strip to fly him
to Learmonth where the courier plane called.

Within a week csme the distressing news of the death of their Commanding
Officer. Flying Officer Malempre then assumed Temporary Command of 7155 RS.

155 unit life continued, however;- Cpl. Jennings achieved a moment of fame
(plus & mention in the unit Diary} when he landed a 69 1b. groper - a
return cricket match was played at Learmenth in 110 degree heat, with
victory to Radar - the Mess improvements were completed - and a beach sports
day was arranged with a very comprehensive programme including a charict
race and a musical race.
The month ended with the men fighting a bushfire.

37 men on strength.

Work continued on the equipment in November. Calibration, matching and
phasing was attended to which again suggests that the equipment was being
tuned to peak performance at its new permanent site at the airstrip. A
card evening and & fishing and shooting party was organised. Boredom was
always a problem at isolated Radar stations, and morale was improved with
a pragramme of varied events and outings, so that as many men as possible
found something of interest to do. And op units where fresh rations were
always scarce, the odd kangaroo or two offered a change of diet that was
always welcome,

The food lwas| hardly wonth mentioning. Powdered egg, thick dry bread,
aunning margarine, baked beana, buffy beef and mutton supplied by the
"King of the Spinifex," Enic Payne, the owner of Yardie Creek Station of
220000 acres and cartrying one sheep per § ached, end they were about the
4ize of rabbits. He had a €hinese cook and ome jackeroo. His wife and
daughier spent foun months of each year gt the cape, the remaindenr of the
year in Penth.
On one fishing expedition we got nineteen dozen §ish with one grenade -
fish was on the menu until alf had been eaten, 40 we did not do that again.
(Gondon Mifes.)

GCl stations were equipped with Radioc Telephone facilities, and it was
difficult to test the 155 equipment with few planes at Learmonth so equipped,
so when it was learned that an Avro York from India, and RT equipped,
regularly passed the cape on its way to Learmonth, g test session was
arranged - and a route march from the camp to North West Cape was
undertaken, which was followed by another beach sports day, offering a big
selection of events,

December commenced with the usual camp routines and duties - and an AWC
overseer called to check the water bore progress. Advice was received
of unidentified surface vessels in the vicinity, and extra guards were
placed on watch, just in case...... i

Gordon Mills recalled that : About one month before Chnistmas Fve 1944,
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the two fiefd guns were faken away, and shontly afterwards word came through
of a Japanese submarine moving soufh. It passed North West Cape duning the
night aboui thnee weeks before Christmas, but did not fand. A signaf was
sent fo Fremantle for peamission fo extinguish the Lighthouse; a reply
arnived three days fLaten refuaing the requeat.

Thaee English destroyers at Fremantle chased the submarine atound Cape
Leeuwin, and we feanned that the cnew of the sub. were spoited exercising
on a beach in the Bight. On Christmas Eve a ship was sunk outside Sydney
Heads. T wonden if this sub. was the villain, *

The monning agier the submarine went past, the Tigen Moth from Polshot
ffew over; the pifot waved to us with a .38 revofver, then headed out over
the Indian Ocean Looking fon the sub !

Advice came that the casing material for the water bore had arrived at
Onslow, and the contractor arranged to collect it and bring it on site.
The unit Christmas Dinner was served at 1808 hours on Christmas Eve - no
doubt the Air Force tradition of sergeants and officers waiting on the
men was carried out, A few days later a combined beach party and sports
day was held at a good surfing besch three miles down the coast - and
on the 29th. the Diary notes that a full length Film, "Battle for China,"
wae shown in the Mess to a combined and appreciative audience,

And so ended the year 1944 and the Christmas Season at 155 and 31 RS.

At this time it is noted that the combined total of men on the two units
was 53 - a very considerable reduction on the total of ‘a few months before.

January 1945 was ushered in quietly - on the 4th. a range shoot was organised;
and through the month a series of postings, mainly of guards, saw many

men departing from the unit and not replaced.

Air Commodore Brownell, AOC Western Area, again visited the unit on the

t6th. January, and several officers, no doubt the specialists and the

of ficers-in-charge in their various fields, also called to inspect facilities
as varied as camp hygiene and unit records, to communications and technieal
equipment. These 'spit and polish' inspections were a continuing process
each month - and a proven way of maintaining efficiency.

At the end of the month, the Diary reads as though the station at last

had reached a satisfactory standard.

February...came the 'Big Blaw.' (Chapter 4)

* It is interesting to read in the RAN history by Herman Gill, Vol 2,

page 548, that a German U-boat, UB62, based at Batavia, left that port

on 17th, November to travel down the W.A.coast, crossed 5.A, where it shelled
a Greek ship, then travelled towards Sydney where it sank a Liberty ship

on Christmas Eve. On the return journey, it sank a second Liberty ship

700 miles west of Fremantle, with the loss of 40 lives.
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CHAPTER 4 "THE BIG BLOW." tst. - 6th, February.

The devastating cyclone which hit the Exmouth area en February 2nd. 1945
is best described in the eyewitness accounts of those who were there.
Fortunately, Lou Malempre and Gordon Mills have each given a rich descrip-
tion which in slightly edited form to aveid some duplication, enlarges
greatly on the two Station Diary entries which are more matter of fact.
F/Lt. Lou Malempre, effectively the Commanding Officer of both stationa,
was responsible for both Diaries, but the 31 RS record offers a far better
description than the 155 RS effort.

So... first frem the 3t RS Diary, 1st - &th. February.

1at.. Cyclone wanning was received and aff fentage was fastened dewn,
Vatuable stores were deposited in safe places.
2nd.. Heavy winds commenced blowing at approx. 3500 hours, increasing
all day and at approx. 1600 hours power £ines were bfown down and
4t commenced to nain. Efectric power was then switched off as,
owing to moistune, camouffage and even wet doors about the power
house were afive. AL 1700 hours an attempt was made fo fash the
aeniaf towen with rope as the wind was steadily increasing. This,
howevenr, wes a physical impossibility and would haue endangered Life
to attempt it, AL approx. 1815 hours the Mess was bfown away Logethex
with aft outbuildings. Between this time and 2359 hours the wind
was af its height, trucks were funned over, tents were blown into the
sea and genenal damage inflicted.
A scene of utfen desolation presented itsef§. The quarters and noads
were covened with feei of sand. Both powenhouses wene filfed with
aand, ALE motons were in the same condition and had to be stnipped
night down before {t was deemed wise o run them.
4th.. W.T. communications wene ne-established with A.D.H.Q. The kitchen
was sed up agadin, but for fourn days 31 RS and 155 RS £Lived on
twe meals a day, The weapon carrien was made senviceabfe again.
A RAAF Liberator ffew oven the camp site.
5th.. An attempt was made to clear debais from the quanters. Much kit fost
on damaged. Weapon carrien managed to get through to Leaxmonth for
supplies.
éth.. A Beaufont aircrafi cincled the camp-site and enquired if medicafl
assistance was required.

3nd.

155 Radar ate in the 31 RS Mess, and the men were quartered in tents on the
same camp site. The actual station comprised 5 vehicles - International
Receiver and Transmitter trucks, aeriel and Z Lister diesel trailers, and
the Orderly Room was apparently a sixth vehicle, a Chev. The 135 version
of the disaster was recorded a little differently, because of damage to

the vehicles:

1at.. A cycfone warning was recedived.

Znd.. Cycfone struck at 1800 hours. ALE tents wene in aibbons. Sheets
of water covened the camp site and canteen and store were bfown down.,
Ordenfy Room tenden was turned over, AL the atrdp the receiver Truck,
one diesef traifen and an aerial fraifen were turned over and
the Transmitier Truck was bfown off {fs blocks.

3ad,. Campaite was a compfete wreck. Perdomnel shifted fo Lighthouse
quariers and barnacked with 31 RS.

4th.. RAAF Liberator {§few ovex.

5th.. Weapon carrdien brought badfy needed suppfies from Learmonth.

éth.. Beaugond bomber encircled campsite and enquined whethen medicak
assistance was required.
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310 RAVAR, VLAMING HEAD, N.W. CAPE, W.A.
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LOOKING AROUND THE CAPE ARFA.

Above,

Vandie Creek proved
a popufar place fox
the men fnom the
Radar staitions.

Centre.,

Waten frough fon
the sheep of Yandie
Station. The hatsh)
nocky nature of the
terrain is cleaxfy
visibie.

. &
Right, 5
This phote shows J’n .

the iscfated, deso- —
£ate and deserted |
appearance of the

cape area when the
Radar men arrdived

1o establish theix
station.




155 RADAR STATION, AFTER THE CYCLONE.

From Top:

The wrecked 155
station - generafon
thaifen, recedven
var and aexdiaf ovex-
turned and wrecked.

The rocelver van -
the nerve centre of
the astation. p

The station Mess

building, with
walen sfilf Lapping
at 4f.

The 155 Ondenly Room
Chev.- now anything
but oxrdendy!
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AFTER THE CYCLONE.

-

e

P *"ﬁ Top phofos;

These were faken

Ammediately affen

Wl ihe cyclone, and
e o . ...,

1.The west wing
of the Light-
house quaxters.

- ' 2.The wheckage of
s the fookshed,

workshop and
garage .

The raifs wenre
W used when fhe

| haufed their
supplies up to
| theds quantens
by horse and
trolley.

Cooling off a Little in the saff waten tank at the rean of the
tighthouse quantfens. LAC's HifP, Bawden, Davidaon, Eawin, McBean
and Sprengef, aff men of 31 Radax.




THE EXMOUTH RADAR REGION.

Right; -

An LU/GCT - 141 Radar was equipped ‘1-":"' "“"r‘mli:"-.w R
Wwith sdmifan gear, | o

Centne; L.;—rr,/- CRER + . j
The smafl American tanker was ~ Ty

stranded on the beach by the .
tidal wave which foflowed the
cyelone. Reffoated, {1 was
brought back into senvice, but
when it cafled at the Radar

. slation, it hit a xeef and sank.

Be£ow;

A recent photegraph taken at
Veaming Head. The aerdiaf has
been necovered from befow the
clifg and returned to the frame
of the 310/31 Radax towex,
which seems to fave become a
Landmark, almost as welf knewn
as the Lighthouse.




PERSONALITIES PAGE.

wmm_m

In gront of the Lighthouse gquaxt-
ens: Front row; Sgi. Coopen;
Commanding Officex, F/0 Mafempre;
and Sgi. Hofmes.

At Onslow Hospital; Two sdistens
with F/0 Mafempre of 37 and 155
Radara; F/Lt. Hanfon and F/O
Andrews, the M.0 and Sigs Cffiicer
from Learmonth.

F/0 Matempre amd Cpl. Cochaane
from 155 RS try a b4t of emu
hunting while on the track to
Yardie Creek, The Dodge weapon
catrdier was the 'maid of all
work' at 155 Radas.

Robeats, Tvill, Young,
Woodward and Bairon.




155 RADAR, NORTH WEST CAPE, W.A.

Right:

A tert in the 155
Radar camp, showing
Veaming Head in the
background.

Cente Legt,
Gordon Miffs and
Kerny Hondon.
Centne Right:

Cpl. F.A. Jennings
and Cpl. S,Holley
in frond of a
screened 155 tent.

e

Right:

Goadon MifEs and
Paul ('Gorman refax
in the 155 camp.
Today - the area {s a
car park.
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ALKUKAFT  A]  CLXMUUIH.

From Top. |

An Anson pre-
pares Lo take off
from the Radar
strip.

BeLow.

Thate photos of
a Lancastrian
at Learmonth
prepating for
an engine change.

Another photo
appears on p,23.

The principak
work af 31 RS
after the war
ended was Lo
waich fon these
aincragt as
they neated
Nonth Weat Cape.
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F/Lt. Lou Malempre was Commanding Officer of 31 Radar when F/Lt Ken Drummand
the C.0. of 155 Radar died at 4 M,R.S. Broome. Lou was then made Temporary
C.0. of 155 Radar. That was in October 1944. He was still Temporary C.0.
of 155 Radar 12 months later when the unit disbanded. By reason of his
joint position, his reminiscences are of considerable import:

Then came Znd. February, 1945.

The war was moving now napidly nonth and we seemed to be feft behind in
Western Area. The day was veny hot and sultry, and very sti€8. Away

to the nonth thexe developed a strange pafe gheen shy. This went on

alf day and we tock £ittfe or no notice. There was nof a breath of air.
In the fafe aftennoon a sfight breeze béew up - nothing much. Near dusk
At was neakly blowing buf we had no inkfing it was a cycfone. We keceived
no watning of it. Rain Atarted ﬁaﬂing and T conceived the idea of secur-
ing the AW aexial somehow with ropes believing that T woufd be held
responsible if anything happemed fo {f. On ascending the track to the
Radar from the Bighthouse quantens, {f neally started to bfow. I had a
groundsheet on but not much more. There was no hope of doing anything

at the Radar site and with some difficuliy we descended to the Mess as
we could not go back against the wind to the Lighthouse quartens. By the
Lime we got Lo the Mess if was naging. Tents wexe bfown over, the Orderly
Room tauck was ovexfurned, and the Mess was disintegrating. The Mess had
a secune cofd room and @ concrete stove recess, We doused the {ire

in the atove, and with some cther aitmen, 1 holed up in the concrete
recess on top of the stove whife sheets of corrugated iron ffoated past
at a great rate. Had one met one, it would have cut one to pieces, Other
aimen holed up in the cool noom which had a concrete afab §Poor and
sobid walls. We spent hours crouched in such shelter and 1 have nevex
heard wind howling as it did. Rain pefted afong honizantally. We coufd
also hear the sea noaring and T was concenned {t would jump the sand-
hif€s on dunes and drown us, as we wene close to them, Adlr/sea rescue
personned in the Bay of Rest in Exmouth Guff were so drowned we Patex
Learned. Fortfunately, Ningafoo Reef broke the force of the waves further
out, a mife ot s0, bui the sea was sCLlE veny angry by the Lime it reached
the sandhifls, but it did not jump them. Thank God for Ningafoc Reed!

Then came an egnde stiff, apart from the sound of the sea. The wind com-
pletely gbaled. We stinned but not for fong. The eye of the cycfone

wad night oven us as it wound {ts convulated way south. After this Lulf
which did not fast very Long, the wind stanted howling again a4 Lhe

eye of the cyclone moved away from us, So we aff huddfed together again
and alf the debnis came back tracking the othexr way, stinned up by the
wind. Some Lime afier dawn the cycfone roared away and we took stock of
things.

Eueﬁgthing wns flatiened, steef'H' beams supponting power Lines were bent
honizontaf to the ground; tents were fLattened and buried in sand; any
glass which remained on a very heavy 155 Radar thuck was sandbfasted fo
frosted glass; paint was stripped from vehicfes baek to shiny steef
panefs wﬂinh, after a day, quickly starfed te go browm with rust as
thene was so much saft spray mixed with the nain.

The sea tock days ic cafm down. The AW Radar aeniaf with its structural
angfe steed supponts, which were quite strong, was torn off at the ba{.e
and pfunged a few hundred feet down the cliff on the sea sdide of VEaming
Head. From memory, Lhe equipment room was sandbagged and apart from
fLooding, it survived. The Lighthouse, apparently designed fo withstand
such condifions, stood up welf with onfy its double doors at ground
fevel bEown off.
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At 155 Radar site, a diesef traifer was oventurned; the GCI aeriaf Al -
Lem was on {14 back, and various wooden supports baoken. The Receivex
Lruck was on its side, and the Tronsmitten truck off its jacks. Rain
had penetrated both., The Bighthouse residence, realfy Like fwo semd-
detached houses, cement rendered with spacious verandahs, had one wing
unroofed and water penetration.

Gordon Mills was a Corporal Radar Operator wha had been with 155 from its
Ash Island Newcastle days, and who stayed with the station until after

the cyclone when a large number of men were posted away, and the station
began to wind down preparatory to disbanding. His memories of the cyclone
are equally graphic,

The big cyclone came about Februany 1945 and completefy wnecked the 37 RS
equipment. AL 155 RS, fthe Rx tauck, the aerial traifer, one dicsel
tradlen and the 3 fon Chev all nofled gver. Our camp was demofished, afso
the Meas - but the smallf freezing room and the kifchen chimney remained
intaet. By the time of the cyclore, out numbers were down to about 25,
and shortly afien the cycfone about 10 mone of us were posted away,
mostly operators. 1 heard Later that the remainder stayed there fon
another twelve montha,

31 Radar Station may have had advance warning of the cycfone and pro-
ceeded Lo tie evenything down, but 155 ceatainly was not advised and no
precautions whatever weae taken.

We awoke in the moaning to a strong wind bfowing sand about, and as

The day wone on the wind became stronger. At 4 o'clock p.m. 1 erawled

up the sand dune to ook at the ocean and the waves were pretiy high
then, Duting fea at 6 o'clock the fuff force of the cyefone stnuck,

The Mess stanted fafling apart, the rock bfew off, a tank began bashing
{ts way through a side walf. Some feffows outside were blown away;

some climbed up in the chimney and some in the freezing room. We astayed
Like this untif about midnight when the storm calmed down and the rain
stopped.

The place was a compfefe shambfes. We walbed back fo the Lighthouse
keepens' homestead and by 2 a.m. alf men wexe accounted for. The tidaf
wave went down the guld and then 40 mifes infand at the south end where
drums of petrol wene washed. Three RAAF men from Potshot were drowned
and a fowrth man swam for 12 houns before he found fand. Thene was plenty
of -sand in the Lighthouse keepers' quanters and thene were a few sheets
of {ron off the noof, but genenaflfy the building was 0.K. Buf alf of

our buifdings were demofished.

The monning after the cyclome a Liberator flew over, waggled its wings
then nefunned fo Podshot to repont 'no one at the cape.’ The officex
who neceived the aepont said "Fonty men dead.”

The Amerdican oif fanker at Potskol was stranded on the beach by the
tidal wave. The Americans bulfdozed a hofe afongside fo fet the watex
in, then used explosives on the other side to blow the ship back into
the water. 1t neturned to Fremantle to §iff up with oil, and on passing
the cape when on its way back, calfed in fo say 'Hello.' Tt promptiy
ran on fo a reed and sank!

L R
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CHAPTER 5 "AFTER THE STORM." FEBRUARY, 1945.

It is not difficult for any ex-serviceman to imagine the disbelief of the
Exmouth Radar men when the cyclone passed at last, and they were sble tao
survey the totally changed appearance and conditions of their previously
well ordered camp at Vieming Head. The two stations were completely
wrecked - the 31 AW tower and aerial reduced to a skeleton frame - the
155 RS Receiver truck, one diesel generator trailer and the serial over-
turned - so too the Chev Orderly Room tendsr (now not very orderly) -

its records ruined.

The Mess was wrecked. and nothing whatsoever remained of the 155 tentlines
and their personal contents; there was no power; no communications; sand
and debris was everywhere - and the biggest problems of all - hardly any
rations for the 50 odd men to exist on, and no sleeping quarters for the
155 RS men.

Previously somewhat divided as two sepsrate units, the problems and
difficulties now united the men under their Commanding Dfficer and the
serqgeants, and some sort of an immediate priority plan evolved, first
to survive - then to begin to restore their units.

First the easy problem, where to sleep, and the twenty two men of 155 RS
moved into the remaining wing of the lighthouse quarters and bunked in
with the 31 RS men - not too difficult with the total numbers now well
down.

Next problem - rationa - and the only way to attend to that problem was
to make the Dodge weapon carrier serviceable again, at the same time
clearing the worst of the blockages on the road to Learmonth.

Gordon Mills: We completely dismantled oun weapon carrien vehicfe to clean
and clear it of sand; we cleared aff the road ete and set out for Potshot
where we arrdved with about 8 men scrafched and cut to have treatment,and
to pick up supplies. During this time we cach had one dessextspoon of
baked beans at 10 in the moaning and again at 4 in the afternoon. By the
time supplies annived we were pretty hungry. And when oun vehicfe arnived
af Potshot, the greeting was "We thought you blokes were dead "

At Potshot, the C.0., F/Lt Lou Malempre met the Commanding Officer of Air
Defence Hesdquarters at Broame, 5/L. Hebden, and accompanied him back to
Broome where no doubt & plan of action was worked out and endorsed by
Western Area at Perth. When the C.0. returned, he noted:

In view of the damage, {f was expected the pface woufd be evacuated, buf
No ! The Amendicans apparently wanted the Rader coverage, and a shutife
force of Liberators ffew in with the fatesf, pontable, motu:!,e Light Weight
Adn Wanning (LW/AW) Mank 1A equipment in Lightweight carrying cases, T
boys wete disappointed | So we aef Lo and inatalfed nearby the damaged
{nstalfation on Veaming Head this new equipment. Some radio mechanics wexe
sent Lo hefp instal Type AT14A 500 Wait Transmittens fo replace the bLown
out tefephone Line io the Aigua£4 set up at Potshot. We then used Wineless
Tefegraphy, RADCO Coded, to Penth. .
Area Headguantens sent up buifding sfaff to nestone the damage on the
Lighthouse reaidence, assisted by our own pensonnel. 1 was fold that Mef.
Stafd at Poishot assessed the wind vefocity during the cyclone at oven

100 mifes*pen hour, and the bent channel steel power pofes seemed to suppont
this,

By some means, we dragged the 135 RS diesef genenator traifer upnight.

The 31 RS powerhouse near the foot of Veaming Head wes §ilfed with sand and
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wafes, and T rememben hefping the diesef mechanic, LAC Flakerty, puff the
heads off and replace them in the efeanup,

155 was wol set up again to operate al the site it had occupied. The
wat had moved on and there wexe diffesent plans,

Meanwhile, many hands were making lighter work of the big task of cleaning
up and restoring...on the 14th, the Orderly Raom tender was righted, and
an Area Finance officer was assisting with the unit records: a Medical
Officer was on the unit to check the health of the men, and a maintenance
party took over the installation of the LW/AW which unbelievably was ready
to operate on the 20th. of the month. Transport men were on the unit to
bring the motor transpart back in good order; the Area Radar Officer and
the Area Filter Officer attended and all the work was looked aver by the
Commanding Officer of ADHR at Brogme.

While all this activity was proceeding, eight men from 155 RS were posted
away, all Radar men. But before he left with the group, Gorden Mills
noticed: Affer the cyelone the Indian Ocean was ted fon many days, and
the beach near the camp was Littered with debris, and sea Life which had
been disturbed.

Prion to the cyedone one night the tuntfes came up on the beach, dug hofes
and faid their eggs, then returned to the watex. e never even found any
eggs, for they put them wel? dewn, and the beach Looked as if it had been
culfivated.

Apparently from the tounist infoamation they don't come up on the beach
row - foo many peopfe,

The whafes going past wenre aluays wonth seeing - it's hard fo believe the
cape L4 now a fournist attraction.

By the time of the cyclore, our numbers wexe down to about 25, and shoxtly
agfen the cycfone about 10 mone of us were posfed away, mostly operatons.
T heard faten that the remainden stayed thexe fon another twelve months.
AL the cape, the climate was the aame every day untif the cyefone hif -
cloudfess sky, temperatune about 40, and it never zained. Fox duinking
we had bote water onfy - very thick. The doctor granted a ration of a
bottle of been per day per man, but it mevexr arnived.

However, there must have been several who wera getting more than their

fair share of the amber liquid, For Lou Malempre recalled: And tatking

of didnk......Beer !,.... We wene never shont of beexr after an amphibious
Catalina was based af Potshot fon ain-sea nescue. 1f used to §fy to Onslow
where the pubfican had great quantities of cased beer based on an Army
Aissue about 1947 when the Thind Australian Conps with the Armoured Division
werne nushed Lo Westenn and Nonth Western Australia as it was thought the
Japanese would ox might come down from the East Indies. Nebody withdew
these huge stochs of cased beer, 45 bottfes to a case at 1/- per bottfe,

11 was Emu and Swan beer and we got our share through Potshot. Thus we
were not treated fike other Radars out in the scaub,

#HKERH
¥
* Gurdon Mills is quite certain that they were advised the wind VElUCit;1
was 125 miles per hour.
And despite the entries in both unit Diaries that early warning of the
cyclone was received, both Gordon Mills and Lou Malempre remain quite
certain that no advance warning was received.
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CHAPTER 6. 31 RS and 155 RS MARCH 1945 ONWARD.

March 1945 began with the threat of yst another cyclone. With the
assistance of the 155 RS men, the new portable Radar unit was dismantlied,

and Air Defence Headquarters at Broome was advised by wireless. The
operations tower - the Doover - was pulled down in 3} hours - & good effort -
but although the winds peaked at an estimated 60 miles per hour, no damage
was sustained. The tower was re-asssembled four days later - the power

racks were replaced and connected, and the station wes back on air.

The co-operation and assistance between the men of the two stations evident
in this first action of the month at the cape continued on until 155 RS

was disbanded in October, Indeed the various activities of both stations
can be read in either Diary, indicating that the two can be called

almost an integrated unit from now on. For that reason, the story of

both units now becomes combined.

During the month, two aerodrome officers came to inspect the surface of

the small airstrip which had suffered damage and had become unserviceable.
A few days later, an A.W.C overseer arranged for grading work to be carried
out. As Learmonth was some 30 odd miles from Viaming Head, the radar
airstrip was really essential for quick transport between the Radar camp
and the 0BU.

At the same time, the unit records of 155 RS were being re-organised, and
the big Receiver was made serviceable agein after five days work.

Towards the end of the month, another shooting party was organised for
Mangrove Creek, and a quantity of fish and kangaroos were prepared for the
kitchen as the result.

Yet another cyclone warning was received on the 24th. Once again the racks
were removed and stored, and the aerial was lashed down - the station being
brought back on air the following day.

April began with anpther day of relaxation for the boys -~ a fishing party
at Mangrove Creek was arranged for members of 31 and 155. Fifty pounds
of fish were netted - a welcome addition to the provisions. A few days
later came the strange story of a 45 1b. barracuda dragged from the surf
by a swimming party, A 14 foot shark was in pursuit - fortunately of the
barracuda, not the swimming party - and the next day 30 dozen garfish and
two kangaroos were added to the kichen supplies.

As part of the continuing restoration work, a carpenter arrived, also a
radar mechanic to begin installing a new Air to Surface Vessel (ASY) beascon
which began working the next day; and a party from camp on a mail run to
Learmenth was able to attend a picture show at the U.S.N., evidently local
shows were 'off' for the time being.

On the 15th., a barbecue picnic was held at Mangrove Creek -a big haul
of fish was grilled, and a sheep was roasted over an open spit. The novel
outing ended with a sing song around the fire,

Towards the end of the month, and with installation of the ASY now complete,
a day's hike was organised for relaxation and recreation was important
in improving morale in the post cyclone period.

5/L Failes, Temporary C.0., ADHQ Broome, visited the unit in May, no doubt to
see for himself the damage and recovery at the station, and Mr. Bell, a

road contractor who was working on Learmonth airport, conferred with the

C.0. concerning repairs ta the unit airstrip. A Sergeant Wallace also arrived
to carry out a major overhaul on the diesel generators.
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On the 9th. May, Victory in Europe, VE Day, was celebrated with a half day
stand-down for non-essential personnel - and a few days later a fishing
expedition brought in a fine haul of mullet, whiting and garfish ~ a rich
Ningaloo Harvest no doubt.

On the 20th., was an unusual sports event for an Australian Radar station -
'Taffy' Lewis arranged a soccer match on a ground well grassed and in perfect
condition after all the rain.

And by the end of the month the generator units were pronounced in good
condition after the overhaul.

A total of 23 men only remained for both stations.

June began with the C.0. visiting a Civil Aviation Controller* at Learmonth
to arrange Radar coverage for incoming and outgoing Lancastrian aircraft,
and the arrangements made proved satisfactary to the aircraft captains.

On the 19th., a carpenter/rigger arrived from Perth to effect repairs to
the 155 RS Radar vehicles damaged in the cyclone - three of the Doover
vehicles had been blown aver and demaged; and this work continued until
the end of the month.

Repairs to the 155 vehicles were completed in July, and the station seemed
ready to move back to its old site,

At the unit airstrip, the vehicles were lined up to cause minimum distortion
to the lcbes, and then raised on jacks and levelled. The repaired aerial
Frame was assembled and cables connected.

Calibration of both stations was carried out with the co-operation

and assistance of an Ansecn aircraft.

And an old Commanding Officer visited the unit - S/L [.R.Meckelburg,(who
as P,0. Meckelburg was C.0. of 31 RS,)inspected the stations.

With the 155 RS vehicles now back at their old site, cleaning up the area
was carried out.

Lou Malempre had worked hard on the equipment in the technical trucks, and
had noted : I decided fo fay {0 nestore the Transmitter and Receiver, and
the powen genenatons of 155 Radax. 1 was under no ondens to do this, and

I gueased in time the unit would be withdnawn to Peath, I was ably assiated
by Sergeant Exnie Holmes. The Internatiopal frucks werne made serviceabfe
without much thoubfe. We got the gemenafons going, and we nestored the
Radar equipment to seaviceable condition. During this Lime, with much

1e fotedng, most of 155 RS pensonnef were posted south to be nedeployed.

It was fike fetting people oul of faif ! Eventuglfy 155 Radat was withdrawn
tsing L4 own {ranspont via Polshot. Tt ended up in some RAAF warehouse

in Pexth.

August saw the tracking and plotting of Lancastrians commence, by which
means carrected courses were passed to the aircraft through the Signals
Office at Learmonth, and they were 'Vectored' in to a safe landing after
their long cross-ocean flights., Ranges of 140 miles were logged on these
aircraft on several occasions during the month.

Two W.T.Operators who had completed over twelve months at the station were
allowed to proceed on leave - a rare privilege indeed for men at Exmouth !
August 15th. was VP day or V] day - no matter which ! Stand down for 24
hours for all except that at 0236 hours a Lancastian contact was made at
124 miles, making at least 9 Lanc, contacts for the month.

September proved another busy month for the overseass Lencastrians, and
they were regularly picked up at ranges of 130 to 150 miles - a good confi-
dence boost indeed for the aircraft captains after the long tiring haul
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over the Indian Ocean; and probably because of the changed nature of the
station duties, i.e, airport approach instead of air warning, contrel of
31 RS now passed to ADHO at Perth.

October progressed quietly at the station - more Lancastrians were plotted
as this overseas service built up - but the beginning of the month was
notewgrthy because of the preparations being made at 15% RS for departure
from the cape. Trucks arrived to transport the men and equipment,

Quickly the preparations were completed, the trucks were loaded, and on
i0th, October, 155 Radar left the cape in convay, and headed for Perth.

25 men were now left at 31 RS, and certainly impatience and frustration was
quite noticeable in all of them, for men were now heading homewards from
all over the Pacific areas. Beach sports were held, and a fishing party
organised - fresh fish made a welcome addition to the regulsr rations,

and a cricket match against 76 OBU was arranged, with 31 RS winning in the
best tradition of Rader teams, by 40 runs.

On the last day of October, Commanding Officer Lou Malempre handed over
command to Flight Lieutenant H.E.Tucker who came from 327 RS at Broome

te take command. There his lighthearted comments in the station Diary

were to be appreciated many years afterwards when the history of the station
was recorded. 5o too with his Diary comments at 31 RS,

No notes have survived for November - but on December 1st., the new C.0.
departed on special leave for Mackay, Queensland, leaving F/Sgt. Paindelli
in charge.

A tender was despatched on 3rd. for the unusual task of collecting drums
of kerosene from Gnslow. Thigé was needed so that the light could continue
showing its reassuring beam for coastal traffic. The men of 31 RS obvious-
ly were quite proud that they were probably the only RAAF lightkeepers

in the world, Then on 14th,, an expedition set off for Point Cloates where the
men spent a night at an abandoned Norwegian whaling station.

Another cricket match against the OBU was played on the 16th., and this
time the Radar team was defeated - but postings had played havoc with the
team, and the few cricketers remaining just failed to get going.

The AOC Western arrived on the unit on the 24th., Christmas Eve, Air
Commodore D.Wilson was now the man in charge of Western Area, and apparently
he had received word that the Christmas poultry was "off," for he brought
with him fresh supplies and stayed over Christmas - he would have realised
how unsettled the men had become. As the Diary notes: Three months ago
we thought thatf we had a aporting chance of spending this day at our homes,
or al feast in more congenial surroundings fham oun present omes.

On Christmas Day the AOC led an expedition to Mangrove Creek to obtain
crebs and oysters. Surely few LAC's could say that they had gone crabbing
with the AOC after Christmas Dinner with him in the Mess !

Finally, on the last day of December, a cyclone struck at the station
yet again........ (Chapter 8 )

* The Civif Aviation Conttoller was Mr. F.H.Anderson who subsequentfy
became Regional Dinectonr of the Northern Texnitony in the Department of
Civif Aviation based in Dawwin.

Lou Mafempne.
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CHAPTER 7 THE LANCASTRIANS. SEPTEMBER 1945,

The Exmouth region - and the Learmonth airbase - became the first touchdown
for the planes and crews maintaining the tenuous and dangerous overseas

air link across the Indian Dcean from Australia to Ceylon or India, and

31 RS certeinly played an important role in this service.

Giant Qantas flying boats, the Short C Claess, had estsblished a regular
link to Singapore in 1938 which was terminated when the giant base fell

to the Japanese. Those flying boats were acquired by the Australian
suthorities for military duties as transports and high priority work, so
forming the nucleus of the RAAF flying boat squadron.

Using Catalina flying boats, and then converted Liberators, a new air route
was established, apparently in 1943, with Exmouth as its first landfall.

Gordon Mills recalled ane incident: On one occasion, the Liberator bringing
Zhe maif from Ceylon broke dowm: The RAF volunteered fo take the maif by
Catabina.

Five hundred miles out {rom the N.W.Cape they tan into a cycfone. Evenything
in the plane was dumped - maif, fuel, all except IFF and WT geat, The IFF
was working and was picked up by 31 Radar, The crew would fet the plane
glide down to sea fevel, then stfart the motors, climb a few feet, then

glide again, expecting to run ouf of fuef at anytime,

They came in night at Potshot, but were not prepared fo try fo elimb over
the nange, ao fuaned up the coast and when They saw our camp they Ffanded

on the watex. A caash boat came up Zo get them and fhey found there was
not enough fuel lLeft to stant the mofors agadn.

Lou Malempre, the Commanding Officer, vonsidered that he and his station
filled a special role at the cape, as he described in his recollections:

The Link with the U.K. was kept open from Australia by Catalina aitcragl
{Lying from Crawley, on the Swan River, to Ceylon. Sometimes they wexe in
the ain for oven thiaty houns, 32 RS at Rottnesf Isfand sometimes tracked
them out for over 500 mifes due to abnormaf propagation, an expenicnced
phenomena in that areaq.

When the war in Eunope ended, Lancasten bombens became avaifable in quaniity.
IT was then decdded fo use some of them to {8y from Ceyfon to Potfshot and
not use Catalinas from Penth. 14 you Look at a map of the globe. you wilf
see what a neally direct noute this created - Ceyfon - Potshot - Sydney.,

1 don't think they developed a more direct roufe since. OANTAS pifots

were used, and on the converted Lancasters, now called Lancastrians, there
were ex-RAAF navigaions and radio staff. 1 met at Potshot a highfy decorated
ex-RAAF navigator whom I welf kmew in Brisbane duning schooldays, and Lived
next to his aunt there, and he was then on that sun. The Japanese sEiff
held Singapore untif August 1945, and 1 was requested o re-aclivafe the
Lighthouse to act as a nofating beacon fox the end of their fong fLight

over the Indian Ocean of over 3000 mifes. 1 was told to Liaise with an

Ain Traffic Controf Officen of the Depantment of Civil Aviation at Potshot,
and to provide Radar controf into Potshot. He Lived afongside the extensdive
RAAF Signafs Station at Pofshot. We set him up with q gridded pfotting
board, colouned pencifs, and nestoned the telephone £ine from Potshet to

31 Radar. Our opexatfors phoned the plots fo him and he established radio
communication with the aircraft to bring them in. Sometimes, using celest-
iaf nevigation when detected, they could be 40 mifes off course. S¢ I

think 1 can claim something in being probably the {inst in Australian Aviation
te provide regufar radar control of civif aitrcraff, There i something else
1 believe is unique. T was the only Lighthouse keeper in the RAAF ! The
equipment was beautifully made in Engfand. The Lenses were superh, and
notated in a bath of mercury by a weight which was wound up through the

-
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cone of the fower, which was teasonably high, and oven g peniod of time
slowly descended through gearing to tuan the Light. A guand on duty had the
job of seeing that the Eight nofated and to keep the weight wound up.
Kerosene with compressed air £it a gas type mantfe o give an intense white
Light at the centre of the fens awrangement. Pilois tofd me how weloome it
was 2o sight the Light in excess of 40 mifes aften the Lining erossing

of the Indian Ocean, The crew crowded into the cockpit to aight it finst.
Usually they seemed to come in at night, take on a change-over crew fon
Sydney, and the incoming crew 'nested' at Potshot untif they, in tuan, Zook
over, 1 gel Lo know quife a few DQANTAS Capfains this way. One was the

son of a Queensfand catffe man who used fo honour cheques for fued ete.,
for the battling Fysh and McGuiness who started QANTAS at Longreach in the
eanly 1920's. He was a funfoven who became Senicn Operations Managen and
died in the job., He flew the Queen around when she finst visited Austrafia
in 1954, They were all mighly dninkens off duty, bul vewy goed aendiox
pifots.

Time went on and fowards the end of 1945 we were stilf these thanhs te
QANTAS. Pensonned at Poishol and the Radar got nestPess.... there scemed
no end Lo i, and I goi restless myself. Eventualfy T was poasted bach
east vda Penth, and one BLEL Tucker from 377 RS Broome fook ouen §rom me
Aome time £fn Novembex 71945, later 1 saw him in Baisbane and asked about
the Radan; he told me it had burned down.

[ A

Af Leanmonth... a fitter fnom Rof€s Royce neplacing an engine
on a Lancastrdan, converted from a Lancaster
bombex, The lancastaians were used regulanfy
or the overseas air Link after the wax.
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CHAPIER 8 "BY WIND AND FIRE." FROM 39st DECEMBER 1945

The final chapter in 'The Exmouth Radar Story' tells of impatience and
frustration while waiting for discharge. Most of the longer serving
personnel had been posted away from the unit - back to Perth or their

capital cities where they could reasonably expect their discharge from

the RAAF, Flight Lieutenant H.E.(Bill}Tucker was left in charge, with

about sixteen men attached from Air Defence Headquarters forming his technical
staff.

161 RS had been destroyed by fire - 31 RS, the original Exmouth station,
had been destroyed by cyclone - and 155 RS had been almost destroyed by
the same cyclone.

Strangely, in its final days, the second 31 RS was to be hit by another
severe cyclone, and the final blow was to be dealt by fire, after which
understandably the station succumbed to the inevitable and was closed.

In deseribing the events leading up to the disbanding of the station, no
improvement could possibly be made on the comments of the Commanding
Officer Bill Tucker in the Station Diary beginning 31st. December, 1945:-

31.12.45 AL 0300 houas this monning a viofeni gafe struck the unit. High
winds and heavy nain wene sLilf present at 0700 houns. Because of
the suddemess of the onsfaught and due to the fact that the air
waxrning equipment was off the air at the time, the tent housing the
equipment was toan fo adibbons by the force of the wind, which
drove water into both the transmitter and necedvex, drenching
them thoroughy. The water also caused shorni circuits on the
powen Lines so0 that when approached, the whole of the Radar equip-
ment was found Lo be efectrically changed., The powen Lines were
severed with one bfow of the axe |handfy oxthodox buf an action
suiting the occasdion) which solved that probfem, Incidentafly it
was amuaing fo find that when rounding up the fowfs to put them in
safety, they became efectrically changed whenever they came in
contact with the wirenetting, and sparka f{aom their feathess nan to
the fdingens of their pursuens. On top of the hiff, [Veaming Head)
the wind was increasing and as the Radar coufd net be dismantled,
iﬁ was with great difficufty fashed and braced against the force of

e wdind.
Remembering the Last disastrous cycfone that stauck the unit in
February fast, it was decided that the safest place was the Light-
house dwelling place. Accordingly at funch time aff personnel
stoned foodatuffs in a safe place, and carrdied o the Lighthouse
dwelling enough food for three meafs, Hurnicane Lamps were gok
aeady as L€ was evident that the power would have to be cut off Lo
obviate danger {nom ovenhead Lines if they wene carndied away.
Tn onden that the Lighthouse may shine throughout the night, «
crew of thiee men have been sfationed in the Light with rations
Ain case increasing winds make {f {mpossibfe to ascend fthe face
of Viaming Head.
At 1400 houns, the wind had reached an estimated velocily of sev-
enty fo seventy {ive m.p.h., with gusts of greater velocity,
Heavy nain drniven by the wind stung face and body 50 that it was
impossible to fook ahead, and progress was only by groping except
when staong gusts of wind bfew ua willy niffy, and we were abfe to
cfutch some supporting rope fo Aqve us from going over the edge of
the cliff.
11 was evident that we could do ne more than had afready been
done fon the safety of the Radan equipment. An atiempi was made fo
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31.12.45.
[Cont. )

T.1.48.

2.1.46.

12.1.45.

13.7.46.

19.1.46.

canny fwo Radar beacons info the safety of the Lighthouse towex, but
the wind whipping over the exposed headfand made this impossibfe,
and they were stored in a stone building close by which afthough
fLooded out, and with noof {fapping ominously, was much safer

than their fonmer position,

Tn orden to enten the fighthouse it was mecessary to crawt on hands
and knees fo the doon, Inaside the Lighthouse was damp and wet,

and £T was evident that oun Lightheepens were in for a dismal night.
They wene pretly cheenful however, as they wiped the condensation
fnom the Lens and prisms.

2100 hours, and we ane all now awaiting the wonst. The wind
appears to be changing its direction which is a good sign that the
centre of the cyclone may bypass us. The force of the wind afso
appears o be diminishing. This {4 not the way we planned to
spend oun New Year's Eve; howeven, there's a strong chance that by
next New Year's Eve we will have handed the fighthouse back to its
nightful ownens and be seeing 1947 in climes much more salubrious
and congenial. And 50 to bed, hoping that aff who nead this

are having a fax happier fime than we ane. 1In our next thailling
episode you will hear how we fared during the fast blow of 1945
and the {inast of 1946,

"Ring out the 0fd, Ring in the New" so sang Tennyson many yeatrs ago,
but in this Location it was a case of "Blow out the ofd, Blow

in the New." 1t wilf be nemembered that when the fast A50 closed
we were waiting for the roof of the dwedfling to be blown off.
Fortunatefy as the night wore on the wind Aﬂowed signs of abating,
and when moaning came the aain had ceased, and the wind, afthough
stiRE blowing strongly, had Lost most of its vemom. There were no
buildings damaged, ﬂu-t the Radan equipment was definitely the

worse for wear. The aerdial was strained and fwisted, the griffe
reglecton was twisted and strained. The fegs too had given up

the unequal struggle of bracing against the wind and had sagged in
the centre. The Bight keepers had had a bad night. Any sfeep was
impossible because of the howfing of the wind, Zo mention nothing
of the poofs of water that had ceffected on every floor. 1In
addition the Light had pfayed up which meant excursions in the night
in search of spare pants, and this, even with a nope tied round

the middfe and paid out by anxious coffeagues was no sinecune.
However, thene was a Light at alf times.

The tash of overnhaufing the Radat equipmeni began. A££ hands Lowen-
ed the array. The -mcza wexe drained and placed in the sun to duy.
We wifl be hampexed by the Lack of technical personnef. Many have
Leannt Lo do jobs they meven thought they were capable of before.
The work will take much £ongexr than the week esfimated,

Repains have been completed, and the array has been enected once
more.

Anothen cyclone 45 on its way, acconding to the Mefeorofogical
Section at Learmonth.

The artay was Lowered and sfored a0 that no damage could be done
to if. The transmitter and recediver have been stored in approp-
niate watenproof fransit cases. There does noi appear fo be

any signs of a bfow.

Well, the threafened bfow did not anrnive. Affer a period of
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19.1.46.
{Conz.]

74.1.46.

1.2.46.

17.2.46.

18.2.46.

24.2.46.

27.2.46.

28.%2.44.

1.3.46.

10.3.46

12.3.46.

indecision, of expectation without realisation, it was decided to
re-enect the annay, and resume openations. So aften being nineteen
days out of commission, we are once more on the job.

An officer of the Department of Post War Reconstruction visited the
unit today and addressed personnef on the woik of his department.
On the success of his Lectune we wilf remain discreetly sifent.
Maybe felters from pensonnef who have been dischanged are making
the faddies a Liftle cynical about their post-wan Life.

While in Penth, the Commanding 0fficer featned that this unii
was Lo close in a short time, and discussions wene made as to the
easiest method of disbanding the unit,

Cur fuck ran true fo form again today. After having been damaged by
a cyclone, il was the fast straw Lo have the Radar equipment
damaged by a fire. The f{ine which oceurred between the hours of
1000 and 1300 was unaseen by any wemben of the unit. Investigation
has shown thet no bfame wes attachabfe fo any member of the unit,
and that the {ire appears to have been caused by faulty insufation
in some of the wiring of the equipment,

The station is now {ufly unserviceabfe.

Much jubifation among the personned this evening on recedpt of a
Aignaf from Western Area Headquarters oadering the unit to cease fo
gunction and disband.

A Court of Enquiny convened by the Commanding Officer of Air Defence
Headquarntens, Perth, arndived to investigate the circumslagnces
swrrounding the f{ire which destroyed equipment on 17.7.46.

The Count found that aff precautions to safeguard againat fire had
been faken, that no blame was attachabfe to any pensonnef, and
that apparently the cause was due fo faulty insufation in the
efectrical wiring.

The Radar equipment has been dismantfed, and is being packed {on
shipment to Peath. The wonk of disbanding the unif <5 going on
very satisfactonily.

The wonk of disbanding goes on, The target date de pends on the
refunn of the civilian Lightheepenrs,

The chances of being disbanded ate very bright foday, as we wene
very pleasantly surprised to be informed that two Lightkeepers,
{M1. Catey and Mx. Cantex) had arnived by aireraft and were reguix-
ing transport te VEaming Head,

There's many a afip 'twixt the cup and the Lip. {hen alf seemed
cerfain that we would vacate the unit on 16th. March, afong came
unexpected heavy radin, and has made the noad impassable. This
wilf defay us fon dwo orn thnee days. Our main wonndes, the Loading
of two heavy Diesefs has been accomplished without casualiies. The
Lighthouse has been handed back to its nightfulf ownexs, and so the
onty RAAF Lightheepens in the woald have ceased to refain thein
undique, but very wonnying title. The unit has a unique xecand

in that without hefp from outaide sources, £t has maintained a
Lighthouse with unsbilled pegéfnnez for about twe years, and has



16.3.46, managed, despite cycfones and other upasets, Lo have g Light Ahowing

ICont.) every night during those years,

18.5.46
The unit moved fo Leaxmonth by tender to awaii posting. Much
happiness in the evening when a signaf was received poating aff
personned to southern units,

25.3.45. )
The unit disbanded.

LN N I A A
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310 _RADAR.

The Department of Defence, (Air Force Office) have now kindly supplied the
names of Personnel attached to the station at the time of its formation.

F/0 C.R.Meckelburg. Commanding Officer.

RADAR OPERATORS. CLERK STORES.
Sheaffe P.H.G, Brough G.C.
Freeland M.E.
Edwards E.F. COOK.
Castle C.G.
Duke J.R. Elliott J.W.
Sheedy P.d.
Roberts A.S. MESSMAN,
Rothberg M.

Rawland R.

RADAR MECHANICS,
MEDICAL DRDERLY.

Ingsall A.E.

Howarth E.W. Khyte B.

Akerman E.G.

Coyne P.J, GUARDS.

H.0.M, Allom R.M.
Bezant W.E,

Davey R.H. Harris K.
Whitely ALd.

CYPHER ASSISTANT.

AIR _CREW GUARDS.

Flaherty J.
Flanagan ALF.
CLERK GENERAL . Gill L.
Hammond M.J.
Doyle D.M, Christensen V.W.
Steel K.J.

N.B. At the time of the formation of 310 Radar Station, the operators
and mechanics were described as 'radioc operators and mechanics.'
The 'Air Crew Guards' were described as 'AC2's,'

N EEE N

28



161 RADAR.

The Department of Defence, (Air Force Bffice) have now kindly supplied the
names of Personnel attached to the station st the time of its formation.

F/0 E.Bennetk. Commanding Qfficer.
P/0 T.J.Ling. Raday DFfficer. Sgt. K.5.Hammond. Clerk Stores.
RADAR GPERATORS. FITIER DMT.
Cahill K.T. Brown S.E.
Mountain J.R.C.
Short J.H. CDOKS.
Takle W.G.
Turner R.S. Dowling 5.D.
Beard D.H. Donchi R.J.
Davey J.8.
Forrest P.M. DMT.
Cornish W.G.
Clarke P.G.N. Land C.H.
Merry T.B.
Pravan c.J. CLERK.
Reynolds F.
Williams R.J. Worley A.S.
Davidson R.¥.
Jack R.C. GENERAL HAND.
Burnett C.
Green L.A. Parslow G.D.
Sourne ALE.
Lloyd F. MESSMAN .
McGregor J.A.
Smith W.H. Wilson J.T.
White R.D. fletcher R.J.
Carroll W. Leighton E.T.
RADAR MECHANICS. GUARDS.
0'Brien C.J. Ryan P.C.
Launder P.M. Stewart ALd.
Wilson C.E. Tully R.W.
Shearman W.l. Spears b.
Kennedy D.G.
W.T.0PS. Battle S.K.
Sheehan L.F.
Mollay A.d.
Gunn F.K.
MEDICAL ODRDERLY.
Mayne P.5.
FHEERARE
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THE EXMOUTH RADAR STORY.

The Commanding Dfficers of the Exmouth stations, showing their commissioned
rank at the times of their appointment:

310/31 RS. Pilot Officer C.R.Meckelburg. January 1943,
Pilot Officer R.M,0'Hanlon. June 1943,
Flying Officer L.T,Malempre. August 1944,
Flight Liesutenant H.E.Tucker. October 1945,
161 RS. Flying Officer T.J.Ling.
155 RS. Flight Lieutenant K.N.Drummond.
Flying Officer L.T.Malempre. {Acting) October 1944.
dRAFERP
Some of the Sergeants were:
B. Butler. M. Orderly,
J.Harvey. Guard, A.Baldwin. -
M.S.Hill. Radar Mechanic. F.H.Gray. ' Guard.
F.B.Paindelli. Radar Mechanic. L.Wade. Radar Operator.
G.Griffiths. - J.Wallace. -
tEEEFES
Other ranks were:
Radar QOperatars. Radar Mechanics.
McBain G.D, Talbot J.R.
Britton G.J. Bawden M.0.H,
Butt R.F. Horton K.W.
Kenley W.J. Jolly G.F.
Humphreys R.N.F. Slee 0.B,
Bates a. McBean W,
Davies R.S. Sprengel E.
Dwyer R.V. Power A.
Hill D.J. Cornigh W.
Horne R.J.
Thornhill W, 7 W.T.0ps,
Page A.E.
Beed W.B. Carveth H.L.
Erwin J.T. Cordwell T..1
Carrstt A.R. McCarthy M.J.
Gorton R.P. Lewis A.D.
Butcher A.L.M.
Podem H. W.0.M,
Watts H.R.
Datson N.A, Scouller 0.K.
Mills G.W,
0'Gorman P.K. Clerks.
Wilson N.
Ehsman C.R. Bird R.G.
Turley T.T. Jennings F.A.
Hogg J. Freeman D.E.
Smith W. Jacoby H.D.

30



THE EXMOUTH RADAR STDRY.

PERSONNEL. (Continued.)

Medical Orderly. Guards.
Cooper L.C. Barron M.R.J.
Garcia D. Duncan G.V.

8ryce C.M.
Coocks. Hehir J.
Westerside A.
8laney - Murphy J. Woodward R.S5.
McMinn R.H. Roberts W.0.
Branley J.E. Young R.M,
Hasse R.C. Ivill J.J.
Stainsby E.T. McKinley C.R.
Miller D.M. Fimister AN,
Veich M. Sloper D.F.
Walmsley-MeCaul J. Wilson L.D.
Collett H.W.
Cook's Assistant. Mann C.D.
Nutland C.E.
01dham J. Owens J.d.
Daniels E.N. Cobbin V.E.
Watson A.D. Dawson PV,
Kingdon F.
Transport, Davidson C.C.
Girling A.C.
Cochrane H.R. Morris w.D.
MeCaskie E.J. Day J.P.
Bettes - Berwick 1.8.
John L.S. Rafter p.0.
Ogden W.H. Stonehause R.
Keys L.J. Holley 5.
Flaherty P.B. Niven M.
Harvey P. Kenny P.H.
Hindge L.F. Fatrick M.
Truda V.
General Handss Johns C.R.
Barron R.J.
U*Neill V.M.
Donnelly J.H.
Rumbold S.H.
Small R.S.
Unclassified.
Burgess E.C,
Crabbe D.E.
Springer -

The sbove list of personnel was compiled from names mentioned in the Diary,
and must be considered as an incomplete record only.

FERETEHE
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON 155 RADAR SUPPLIED BY GORDON MILLS.

Radar Mechanics: W.T.0perators (2).
Sgt. £Ern Holmes. Bert Carveth,

Kerry Horton.
George Jolly.

Radar Operators: Clerks (2).
Sgt. Les Wade. Fred Harris.
" Col Mclntyre,
" Dabson. Transport.
Doug Wilson.
Paul O'Gorman. Leo Lamond.
Jack Leeman Cochrane.
Gordon Just. Holly.,
Gordon Mills.
Tas Turley Guards.
Medical Orderly (1). Roy Stonehouse.
Doug Miller.
Cooks (2). Darcy.

155 Radar formed at Richmond N.S.W. approximately February, 1944,

It was a Mobile Ground Control Interception station, mounted on International
trucks, with an aerial trsiler, and Lister diesel generators on two

four wheel trailers, There was also a GMC vehicle with double dual wheels,
and a Chevrolet 3 ton truck which served as a mobile Orderly Room.

THE EQUIPMENT.

COL Mark V Receiver, and English Transmitter.

The serial rotated by Selsyn moters.

There were approximately 50 personnel, with 'Dave' Drummond as Commanding
Officer.

W.7. Equipment, 58.
-303 rifles, numeraus Thompson sub machine guns, and two Bren guns.
There were two 18 pounder field guns on the sand dunes in the camp area,

manned by two Army men, and the 310 Radar personnei were trained to handle
same, and to act as crew,

#EREFEY
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NORTH WEST CAPE AREA.

LXMOUTH (Gl i~

H’o exef }'L @ lalin

|Lou Mafempre.)
The few differences on the maps are understandable atter §ifty yeans,....
The additional features on this map compfement the othex sheteh mdp.,
34
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GHOST AT EXMOUTH.

POSTSCRIPT.

Over the yeana, much curiosity has been aroused, and many questions
asked by these who have ventuked as fan as the V2aming Head Lighthouse
at North West Cape, Exmouth - for Little was known about the gaunt
xemains of the ofd Radar tower - 'The Ghost at Exmowth.'

In more necent years, and with dnproved access roads, a numben of Radan
velenans have visited the place - many photos have been faken, and Aome.
Litthe information has been passed on 40 That at feast the ofd Lowen

44 recognized fon what it {s - the shefeton remains of the wartime 310/31
Radar station. Thene is nothing to be seen of the othen statiens,

or the camp. But hopefuffy, with the telfing of 'The Exmouth Radan Stony,'
the histony of the Exmouth Radans, and of the afl destroying cycfone which
stuuck them in Febuary 1945 wif€ now be gvailable fo aff.

Pethaps the imponiance of "The Ghost at Exmouth' wiff now be recognized,
and the ofd fower may be presenved for many more years.

Information on other Westean Australian Radan stations and on othenr
Radar publications and pictonials can be obiained from the pubfishex,

i # K # # # 4
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True it is that a history never seems to be quite com-
plete - and so it is even with our little Radar histor-
ies. No sooner was this story in the hands of the
orinter than some more interesting and relevant facts
came to light, this time from the recollections and the
diary entries of Boug _Hill, and I'm pleased to add his
commenkts to the story.

And I take this opportunity to thank Lou Malempre,

Gordon Milis, Wal Cornish and Doug Hill for their enthus-
iasm and willing support. They are actually co-authors.
Unfortunately, Bill Hoiberg is no longer with us. The
full story of 161 RS by Wal and Bill is recorded an

p. 99 of 'RADAR YARNS' - and it was their account of

the short histery of 161 that prompted me to begin coliect-
ing material for °'THE EXMOUTH RADAR STORY,®

¥ ¥ # & ¢ ¥

The aketch above was drafled frem a fadlrfy ofd photograph.
Les Haanis, the focaf histondian of Exmouih, advisea

that there ate fdive names, with fhe date 7/1/43, appeaxr-
ing en the anchor blocks. Theae would be of the A.0.C
men who worked on the tower {ive days before Lthe RAAF

arrdived.
TR



ADDENDUM

-] O da

[N
i R
P N N S~

7.17.44,
A2

7.1.45.

..... Selected extracts from the Diary notes of Doug Hill, who

was an Operator on 31 RS. Unfortunately, his relevant
notes were received after the history had been printed.

Boanded TSMV KOOLINDA at Fremantfe. Ledt harbour G930 houns.
Passed N.W.Cape. Arrnived at Onafow. Stayed af 314 RS, the C.0.
Flying Offdcen John Fleit faom S.A.

Legt Onsfow by Zight plane, |Dragon]. Axnndved at 37 RS N.U.Cape.

155 Radar unit aridved from the eastenn states. This L8 a Mobife

Height f{inding unit [Ground Controf Interception] T4 wilf eperate

separately but be used fo complement our range and direction

tndding.

On shift 0700 to 1230 hours. Busy morning. Logged a recond

nange for our station, an aircnafl at 192 miles,

Eight Beauforts came up to Potshot gfrom south.

Mone Beaufonts came into Potshot

Several Beauforts out on anti-submarine patrofs. Rumour of

a ship being foxpedoed just off the coast. Beaufortd esconted

a vessel into gulf durdng agfernoon.

1135 hours. Unidentified submarine tracked wine mifes off coast.

9520 hours. Gannei crashed half méilfe faom Potshot and 120 yards

044 shore, Rilling three peopfe including the pifot amd doctox.

This caew had vistted oun station Lthe previous aftexncon fox

Medical parade,

Ondens necedived for our undt o man the Lighthouse, and the

Zight 44 to be Lit fnom sunset to sunndise untid further notice.

Tigen Moth crashed on strip duning take-off. Pifot shaken but

0.K.

Report of Japanese submanine in area. Green §faxe seen at sea.

Station put on full afert, Full battle dress Lo be worn, Ammun-

ition issued out and aff guns fo be manned. Guard doubfed. On

shift 1800 Lo 0100 hours.

Picked up unddentified submarine on radak. Thracked it into

gulf duiing darkness and then it feft before dawn.

S2{EL on full alert.

On shift 1230 Lo 18G0 hourns when undidentified submarine was

evantualfy identified as Bai{ish.

NOTE....T s&iff have grave doubis about this identificalion

fon the following reascns.

L1} British submandines were always 'spoi on' with thedn Ldentd-
fication Adignals.

(2} A few days afler this occurred cascases of sfaughtened
sheep werne found on the beach close fo where the submanine
was fracked info the guff.

(3] Stations fuather south also picked up a submarine not show-
ing Adeniification and tnacked it down the coasi.

On shigd 0700 Lo 1230 hours., Picked up a Cafafina which was

showing IFF |Identification Faiend on Foe] 195 mifes out to

dea. Ondened to *4ix' on this aircrafd and pass a plot every

30 seconds. 1% had been hit by a cycfone 300 mifes off the

epastline and had jetiisoned eveaything posadibfe including the

Rogal Maif. It was aunning short of fuef and at 69 mifes out

was $Lyding at ornfy 650 feet. A DU3 Lefi Potshot to escont it

i but the Catalina's fued ran out fust as it came infc sdight.

1t Landed in the sea about a mife off the poini. It managed o

taxd info the bay and drop anchor. A heavy surd and swell was

aunnding. English crew on board with twe Austrafianas. Following
mornnding boat feft Poishot and fowed Cataelina down the gulf to

Bay of Resi.



Doug HiLE's Diary notes continued.

2.2.45.

3.2.45.

§5.7.45.

6.7.45.

I1.2.45.

17.2.45.
271.2.45.

A very nasty day. Looks Eike a stonm brewing. Aboul noon things
began to happen. The wind sianted Lo get asinongen and stromgen.
Sand was swinling around making Lt afmost impossible to see. Then
the rain pefted down furning day into night. Wind vefocifies
regched 125 mifes pea hour and waves 20 fo 30 feet in height wene
pounding down on the acchs and shore. The noise was deafening.
At this atage the diesels cut oud and we Lost all power. Eveny-
thing was piteh black, As all the windows had been bPown out
fnom the outer rooms of the house, we took refuge in the stcre-
room in the centre of the building. Later we found that othex
pensonnel had Zaken shelten in the fwo concrete diesef houses and
the nefrigenation xoom in the Mess. Someiime during fhe night
the wind atilfed them came from The other way as the eye of

the cyclone passed directly ovex us.

Strong winds 4£LEE blowing but the cyefone had moved on. The
damage was unbefievable, Half the {ron on the house roof was
misaing, ALE of the outbuildings such as the showers, garages,
mess hut, wafen tank, wash houses and stongrooms had disappeared.
The gerial (artay) on the Doover had been anapped o4f and Lay
fwisted and bent on The ground. Everything was unserviceable;
diesels, wirefers equipment, tefephone fLines dowm, jeeps burnied
under tons of sand. The & fon diesel truck had been blown over
on ita sdde as well ay several smallen vehicfes. The verandah
around the house noxmally used as our afeeping quarters had

been strnipped bare and tons of sand had built up against the
walls of the house,

The beach had changed compfetely.

Whereas previousfy focking out from the front of the house we
could onfy see two rows of sandhiffs, now There was a big bLow=out
directly n front and we Locked straight out to sea. The swim-
ming beach was sbrewn with fange ncchks, seaweed and hundreds

of dead and diying {ish, eels, sea-snakes and within twenty

four hours the stench was unbefievable,

Affer surveying the damage we went back Lo camp and sfanted

the big clean-up.

The moton mechanie evenfuaffy got the Jeep going afier digging

it out fnom under 3 fo 4 feet of sand and stripping and clean-
dng Lt down. Unrgent tndp dnto Pofshot to get some food supplies
as there was Little feft, and we were on smald rations for three
days.

Potfshot was dn a shambles, 3 Personned missing and 1 senioualy
infuned by {Lying debais. Relief planes were coming up {rom the
south continuousty feriying Ln equipment and personned. Refuellfing
barges blown infand and Leff high and day.

Diesel generatorn sfanded up 40 now we have some power for Lighta,
W/T (wiredfess) and phone.

Jeeps went info Potshot to pick up new Radar undif, a Light Wedight
Adn Wannding {LW/AW).

Rumoun unit s to be disbanded.

Ship sunk mifes out to sea. Twe Lifeboats neported to be heading
fon the mainfand. Beaufori patrols geing out at regular inteavals.
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Overleaf. Lou Malempre supplied a copy of a programme for a
Baxing Yournament, held in July 1944. Some of the
details had been carefully blocked out.
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OFPFICIAL PROGRAMME Price 14,
BOXING TOURNAMENT
THURSDAY, 31/7/44 at 3 p.m,
gt the Stedinm, _

Under the Esteemed Patronage of ERIG PAYNE, ESQ.,'ing of
the Spinifex Cowntry'.
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Patrons are requested no% to starp their feet nor
. throw meat pilea.

s

ADMIBSION ~ Free , LADIES ~ Helfiprice.
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JUDGES, :~ TF/Lt. DRUMMOND, F/0. MALEMPRE.

Mgdinal OLficer in Attendence — CGpl. COOPER.

REFERERE :- 8Sgt. BUTLER - -
SECONDS :-~ Sgt. SMITH Sgt. JONES
Bdr., BEASY LAC., NRIGHTENGALE

TTMA-KREPERS :— Cpl. BERWICK, ACl. COBBIN.

COMPERE :— LAC."the Great® Guesis BRITTON.
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LI8T OF CONTESTANTS

BOUT Boxer Yeight Boxer Weight .
L Ao, RAPTER € .z':b' VERGUS LAC. JOLLY s i
2. ° LAC., DELPEIN 0 1 " LAS. HIRNING & 11
3.  LAC. THORNHILL 11 2 n LAD. WILSON 12 8
4 LAC. MORRIS 1 3 " §oT. DEBNEY 10 9
5+  LAC. HILL 0 2 " LAD. OVENS 11 O
6.  Opi. HUMPHREYS 11 9 ! LAC. KINGDONW 12 4
7+ LAC. NUTLAND o 13 M Opl. DAWSON 11 ©
8  LAD. SPRENGEL 11 8 " LAG. mvmg\‘on 12 8
15
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e ACL. EBHMAN 15 1t " 8gt. KIDD _ 12

All proceeds towerds prizes for caﬁ‘qestants.
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